
moon called by patricia briggs
moon called by patricia briggs is a captivating fantasy novel that delves into a world of
werewolves, magic, and complex characters. This book is part of Patricia Briggs' popular
urban fantasy series, the Mercy Thompson series, which has garnered a dedicated fan
base for its rich storytelling and intricate world-building. In this article, we will explore
various aspects of "Moon Called," including its plot, characters, themes, and the author's
unique writing style. Additionally, the article will discuss the significance of the novel
within the urban fantasy genre and its impact on readers. Whether you are a long-time fan
of Patricia Briggs or new to her work, this comprehensive overview will provide valuable
insights into "Moon Called by Patricia Briggs."
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Overview of Moon Called
"Moon Called by Patricia Briggs" is the first book in the Mercy Thompson series,
introducing readers to a unique blend of supernatural elements grounded in a
contemporary setting. The novel centers around Mercedes "Mercy" Thompson, a mechanic
and a shapeshifter who can transform into a coyote. Set in the Tri-Cities area of
Washington state, the story combines elements of mystery, romance, and fantasy. Patricia
Briggs crafts a vivid world where werewolves, vampires, fae, and other mythical beings
coexist with humans, often leading to tension and intrigue.

Main Characters in Moon Called
The characters in "Moon Called by Patricia Briggs" are central to the novel's appeal. Each
character is well-developed, with distinct personalities and backgrounds that enrich the
story’s depth.



Mercedes "Mercy" Thompson
Mercy is the protagonist, a strong and independent woman with the rare ability to shift
into a coyote. Her skills as a mechanic and her sharp wit make her a formidable figure in
the supernatural community. Mercy's heritage and unique abilities set her apart and often
place her in dangerous situations.

Adam Hauptman
Adam is the Alpha of the local werewolf pack and Mercy's close friend and love interest.
He is a powerful werewolf with a complex personality, balancing his leadership
responsibilities with his personal feelings for Mercy.

Stefan and Samuel
These characters are key members of the werewolf pack, each contributing to the dynamic
and politics within the supernatural community. Their interactions with Mercy and Adam
add layers to the narrative and highlight the intricacies of pack life.

Other Supernatural Beings
The novel also features vampires, fae, and other mystical creatures, each with their own
agendas and characteristics. These beings contribute to the novel’s rich world-building
and conflict.

Plot Summary
The plot of "Moon Called by Patricia Briggs" revolves around Mercy Thompson’s
involvement in the local werewolf pack's affairs and a series of mysterious events that
threaten the community’s stability. The story begins with the discovery of a dead
werewolf, leading to suspicions of foul play. Mercy’s unique abilities and connections draw
her into investigating the mystery, uncovering secrets that go beyond the immediate
danger.

As Mercy navigates the challenges of pack politics, supernatural threats, and personal
relationships, the narrative weaves together action, suspense, and emotional depth. The
novel balances intense moments of conflict with character-driven scenes that explore
loyalty, trust, and identity.

Themes and Motifs
"Moon Called by Patricia Briggs" explores several recurring themes and motifs that
resonate throughout the novel and the series as a whole.



Identity and Transformation
The theme of identity is central to the novel, particularly through Mercy’s shapeshifting
abilities and her struggle to reconcile her human and supernatural sides. Transformation,
both physical and metaphorical, plays a significant role in character development.

Community and Pack Dynamics
The novel delves into the social structures of werewolf packs and the importance of
loyalty, hierarchy, and cooperation within these communities. It examines how individuals
navigate group expectations and personal desires.

Power and Responsibility
Characters in "Moon Called" grapple with the responsibilities that come with power,
whether as a pack leader or as a supernatural being with unique abilities. The novel
addresses the consequences of actions and the balance between strength and compassion.

Survival and Danger
The constant threat of violence and the need for survival underpin much of the narrative
tension. The characters face external threats from enemies and internal conflicts that test
their resilience.

Patricia Briggs' Writing Style
Patricia Briggs is renowned for her engaging and accessible writing style, which combines
vivid descriptions with dynamic pacing. In "Moon Called by Patricia Briggs," her
storytelling is immersive, making the supernatural elements believable within a
contemporary setting.

Briggs employs a third-person limited perspective, primarily focusing on Mercy’s point of
view. This choice allows readers to connect deeply with the protagonist’s experiences and
emotions. The dialogue is natural and character-driven, adding authenticity to the
relationships portrayed in the novel.

Significance in Urban Fantasy Genre
"Moon Called by Patricia Briggs" holds a significant place in the urban fantasy genre due
to its innovative blend of folklore and modern-day settings. The novel helped popularize
shapeshifter protagonists and contributed to expanding the genre beyond traditional
vampire-centric stories.

Key contributions of the book to urban fantasy include:



Integration of Native American mythology and shapeshifting lore

A strong, female lead who defies typical fantasy stereotypes

Complex supernatural politics within an urban environment

Balanced mix of action, romance, and mystery

These elements have influenced numerous authors and helped shape contemporary urban
fantasy narratives.

Reader Reception and Impact
Since its publication, "Moon Called by Patricia Briggs" has received positive critical
acclaim and a devoted readership. Fans praise the novel for its well-crafted characters,
compelling plot, and believable supernatural world. The book’s success led to an extended
series featuring Mercy Thompson, further exploring the universe Briggs created.

The novel has also been recognized for its contribution to increasing diversity in fantasy
protagonists and for its sensitive portrayal of complex relationships. "Moon Called"
continues to be a recommended read for urban fantasy enthusiasts and a gateway into
Patricia Briggs’ broader body of work.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Moon Called' by Patricia Briggs about?
'Moon Called' is the first book in Patricia Briggs' Mercy Thompson series, featuring
Mercedes 'Mercy' Thompson, a mechanic and a shapeshifter who gets involved in the
supernatural world of werewolves, vampires, and fae.

Who is the main character in 'Moon Called'?
The main character is Mercedes 'Mercy' Thompson, a strong-willed and independent
coyote shapeshifter who lives in a world filled with supernatural beings.

What genre does 'Moon Called' belong to?
'Moon Called' is a paranormal urban fantasy novel with elements of mystery and romance.

When was 'Moon Called' by Patricia Briggs first
published?
'Moon Called' was first published in 2006.



Is 'Moon Called' part of a series?
Yes, 'Moon Called' is the first book in the Mercy Thompson series by Patricia Briggs.

What supernatural creatures appear in 'Moon Called'?
The novel features werewolves, vampires, fae, and other supernatural beings interacting
with the protagonist.

What makes Mercy Thompson unique among other
shapeshifters in 'Moon Called'?
Mercy is a coyote shapeshifter, which is rare and distinct from the more common wolf
shapeshifters in the series' universe.

Has 'Moon Called' received any notable awards or
recognition?
'Moon Called' has been praised for its strong female protagonist and engaging
storytelling, becoming a favorite in the urban fantasy genre, though it did not win major
literary awards.

Additional Resources
1. Moon Called
This is the first book in Patricia Briggs' Mercy Thompson series. It introduces Mercedes
"Mercy" Thompson, a mechanic and a shapeshifter who was raised by werewolves. The
story follows Mercy as she navigates the dangerous supernatural world of werewolves,
vampires, and fae in the Tri-Cities area of Washington. When a werewolf pack claims her
as their own, Mercy must use her unique skills to protect those she cares about.

2. Blood Bound
In the second installment of the Mercy Thompson series, Mercy faces new threats from
both werewolves and vampires. As she helps her friends deal with supernatural politics,
Mercy must also confront her own past. The book deepens the world-building and explores
Mercy's complex relationships within the supernatural community.

3. Iron Kissed
Iron Kissed continues Mercy’s adventures as she is drawn into a mystery involving the fae
and a missing child. The stakes are higher as Mercy’s connections to the supernatural
world put her in greater danger. This book combines action, suspense, and romance,
expanding on Mercy's unique abilities.

4. Bone Crossed
Mercy is pulled into a dangerous investigation when a vampire is found dead under
suspicious circumstances. The story explores Mercy's ties to the vampire community and
the werewolves, revealing hidden alliances and rivalries. Bone Crossed adds depth to
Mercy’s character and introduces new supernatural challenges.



5. Silver Borne
In Silver Borne, Mercy faces a new threat from powerful, ancient werewolves known as
the Silver Borne. The narrative explores the origins of these creatures and their impact on
the modern supernatural world. Mercy must navigate complex loyalties while protecting
her loved ones from deadly enemies.

6. River Marked
This installment follows Mercy as she investigates mysterious disappearances linked to a
local fae community. The plot thickens with revelations about fae politics and ancient
magic. Mercy’s skills as a mechanic and shapeshifter are crucial as she uncovers dark
secrets beneath the surface.

7. Frost Burned
Frost Burned delves into the icy dangers of winter and introduces new characters that
challenge Mercy’s strength and resolve. The book explores themes of loyalty, trust, and
survival in a harsh environment. Mercy confronts both supernatural and personal threats
that test her limits.

8. Night Broken
Mercy must deal with escalating tensions between werewolves and vampires, as well as
threats from rogue fae. Night Broken raises the stakes in Mercy’s world, forcing her to
make difficult choices to protect her pack and herself. The book blends suspense, action,
and emotional depth.

9. Fire Touched
In Fire Touched, Mercy faces a powerful and dangerous creature that threatens her
community. The story explores Mercy’s past and her growing powers, pushing her to new
levels of courage. This installment combines thrilling action with heartfelt moments,
highlighting Mercy’s resilience and determination.
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