
michigan occupational therapy license
Michigan occupational therapy license is an essential credential for professionals
seeking to practice occupational therapy within the state of Michigan. This license not
only validates a therapist's education and training but also ensures that they meet the
state’s standards for delivering quality care. In this article, we will explore the
requirements for obtaining a Michigan occupational therapy license, the application
process, the role of the Michigan Board of Occupational Therapy, and the continuing
education requirements necessary to maintain the license.

Understanding Occupational Therapy in Michigan

Occupational therapy (OT) is a vital healthcare profession that assists individuals in
achieving independence in their daily activities. OT practitioners work with clients of all
ages who may be experiencing physical, emotional, or developmental challenges. In
Michigan, occupational therapy is regulated to ensure that practitioners provide safe and
effective care.

Requirements for Obtaining a Michigan
Occupational Therapy License

To be eligible for a Michigan occupational therapy license, applicants must meet specific
educational and experiential criteria. Below are the primary requirements:

1. Educational Requirements

- Degree: Applicants must hold a master’s or doctoral degree in occupational therapy from
an accredited program recognized by the Accreditation Council for Occupational Therapy
Education (ACOTE).
- Coursework: The degree program must include coursework in various subjects, including
human anatomy, psychology, and therapeutic techniques.

2. Fieldwork Experience

- Supervised Fieldwork: Candidates must complete a minimum of 24 weeks of supervised
fieldwork experience. This experience should be completed in a variety of clinical settings
to ensure a well-rounded understanding of occupational therapy practices.



3. National Certification Examination

- NBCOT Exam: Before applying for a Michigan occupational therapy license, candidates
must pass the National Board for Certification in Occupational Therapy (NBCOT) exam.
Successful completion of this exam demonstrates competency in the field.

4. Background Check

- Criminal Background Check: Applicants must undergo a criminal background check as
part of the licensing process. This is to ensure the safety of clients and maintain
professional integrity.

Application Process for the Michigan
Occupational Therapy License

Once an individual has met the educational and experiential requirements, they can begin
the application process for a Michigan occupational therapy license. The steps involved
are as follows:

1. Prepare Required Documents

Before submitting an application, candidates should prepare the following documents:

- Proof of educational qualifications (transcripts and degree certificates)
- Verification of fieldwork experience
- NBCOT certification results
- Background check clearance

2. Submit Application

- Online Application: Applicants must complete the online application available on the
Michigan Department of Licensing and Regulatory Affairs (LARA) website. The application
includes personal information, educational background, and professional experience.
- Application Fee: A non-refundable application fee must be paid at the time of submission.
The fee may vary, so it is essential to check the current fee schedule.

3. Await Review and Approval

After submission, the application will be reviewed by the Michigan Board of Occupational
Therapy. This process may take several weeks. Applicants will be notified of their



application status via email or through the LARA online portal.

The Role of the Michigan Board of Occupational
Therapy

The Michigan Board of Occupational Therapy plays a crucial role in regulating the
practice of occupational therapy in the state. The board’s primary responsibilities include:

1. Licensing

The board oversees the licensure process, ensuring that all applicants meet the necessary
requirements for practice. They also have the authority to grant or deny licenses based on
compliance with state laws.

2. Setting Standards

The board sets standards for ethical practice, continuing education, and professional
development. These standards help maintain the quality of care provided by occupational
therapists in Michigan.

3. Disciplinary Actions

If a licensed occupational therapist is found to be in violation of state laws or ethical
standards, the board is responsible for investigating complaints and determining
appropriate disciplinary actions, which may include suspension or revocation of a license.

Continuing Education Requirements

To maintain a Michigan occupational therapy license, practitioners must complete
continuing education requirements. These requirements are essential for ongoing
professional development and ensuring that therapists stay updated on the latest practices
and research in the field.

1. Number of Hours Required

- 30 Hours Every 2 Years: Occupational therapists must complete a minimum of 30 hours
of continuing education every two years. This can include workshops, seminars,
conferences, and online courses.



2. Approved Providers

- Recognized Programs: Continuing education courses must be provided by approved
organizations or institutions. It is essential for therapists to verify that their chosen
courses are recognized by the Michigan Board of Occupational Therapy.

3. Documentation

- Record Keeping: Practitioners must keep accurate records of their continuing education
activities, including certificates of completion and course descriptions. These records may
be required for renewal of the license.

Benefits of Holding a Michigan Occupational
Therapy License

Obtaining a Michigan occupational therapy license offers several benefits for
practitioners:

1. Access to Employment Opportunities

With a valid license, occupational therapists can work in various settings, including
hospitals, rehabilitation centers, schools, and private practices.

2. Professional Credibility

A state-issued license enhances a therapist’s credibility and demonstrates their
commitment to meeting professional standards.

3. Ability to Practice Independently

Licensed occupational therapists have the authority to provide therapy services
independently, allowing them to build their practice and serve clients effectively.

4. Participation in Insurance Reimbursement

A valid license is often required for therapists to be eligible for reimbursement from
insurance companies, which can significantly impact their practice's financial
sustainability.



Conclusion

The Michigan occupational therapy license is a critical credential for professionals in the
field, ensuring that they meet the necessary educational, experiential, and ethical
standards for practice. By understanding the requirements and processes involved in
obtaining and maintaining this license, aspiring occupational therapists can navigate their
path to a rewarding career in helping individuals regain independence and improve their
quality of life. Whether you are a recent graduate or a seasoned professional, staying
informed about licensing requirements and continuing education ensures that you remain
a competent and effective practitioner in the ever-evolving field of occupational therapy.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the basic requirements to obtain a Michigan
occupational therapy license?
To obtain a Michigan occupational therapy license, you must have completed an
accredited occupational therapy program, passed the NBCOT exam, and submitted a
completed application with the required fees to the Michigan Department of Licensing and
Regulatory Affairs (LARA).

How long does it take to process a Michigan
occupational therapy license application?
The processing time for a Michigan occupational therapy license application typically
takes between 2 to 4 weeks, but it may vary depending on the volume of applications and
any additional documentation required.

What is the cost associated with applying for a Michigan
occupational therapy license?
The application fee for a Michigan occupational therapy license is generally around $75,
but it's important to check the latest fee schedule on the Michigan LARA website as fees
may change.

Are there continuing education requirements for
maintaining a Michigan occupational therapy license?
Yes, Michigan requires occupational therapists to complete 20 hours of continuing
education every 2 years to maintain their license, including at least 1 hour in pain and
symptom management.



Can I practice occupational therapy in Michigan with a
license from another state?
If you hold a valid occupational therapy license from another state, you can apply for
licensure by endorsement in Michigan. You will need to meet specific requirements,
including verification of your current license and possibly passing the Michigan
jurisprudence exam.

What is the Michigan jurisprudence exam for
occupational therapists?
The Michigan jurisprudence exam is a test that assesses a candidate's knowledge of
Michigan's occupational therapy laws and regulations. It is a requirement for licensure in
Michigan.

What steps should I take if my Michigan occupational
therapy license is expired?
If your Michigan occupational therapy license has expired, you should contact the
Michigan Department of Licensing and Regulatory Affairs (LARA) to understand the
reinstatement process, which may involve completing continuing education requirements
and paying a reinstatement fee.

What is the role of the Michigan Board of Occupational
Therapy?
The Michigan Board of Occupational Therapy is responsible for overseeing the licensure
and regulation of occupational therapists in Michigan. They set standards for education,
practice, and conduct, and handle disciplinary actions when necessary.

How can I find accredited occupational therapy
programs in Michigan?
You can find accredited occupational therapy programs in Michigan by visiting the
American Association of Colleges of Occupational Therapy (AACOT) website or checking
with the Michigan LARA for a list of approved programs.
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