
mortuary science degree requirements
mortuary science degree requirements are essential for aspiring funeral service professionals
who wish to build a career in this specialized field. Understanding these requirements is critical for
students aiming to enter mortuary science programs and ultimately become licensed funeral
directors or embalmers. This article delves into the academic prerequisites, coursework, practical
training, and licensing criteria that define the pathway to earning a mortuary science degree.
Additionally, it explores the variations in program structures, accreditation standards, and the
importance of hands-on experience in preparing students for the responsibilities of funeral service.
By examining these key aspects, prospective students can make informed decisions about their
education and career trajectory in mortuary science.
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Academic Prerequisites for Mortuary Science Programs
Admission into mortuary science degree programs typically requires a strong academic foundation.
Prospective students must meet specific educational prerequisites to qualify for enrollment. These
prerequisites ensure that candidates possess the necessary background to succeed in the
challenging coursework and professional demands of funeral service education.

High School Diploma or Equivalent
The minimum educational requirement for entry into most mortuary science programs is a high
school diploma or its equivalent, such as a GED. Applicants should have completed core subjects
including biology, chemistry, and mathematics, which provide a solid base for the scientific aspects
of mortuary science.

College-Level Coursework
Some programs may require or recommend completion of certain college-level courses before
admission. These can include subjects like anatomy, physiology, microbiology, and chemistry. Such
coursework helps prepare students for the in-depth study of human biology and embalming
techniques covered in the curriculum.



Entrance Exams and GPA Requirements
While not universal, some mortuary science schools may require standardized entrance exams or set
minimum GPA thresholds. These criteria help assess the applicant’s academic readiness and
commitment to the field.

Core Coursework and Curriculum
The curriculum of mortuary science degree programs is designed to equip students with both
theoretical knowledge and practical skills. The coursework covers a broad range of subjects
essential to funeral service professionals.

Fundamental Science Courses
Students engage in comprehensive studies of human anatomy, physiology, pathology, and chemistry.
These courses provide a crucial understanding of the human body and the biological processes
relevant to embalming and restorative art.

Embalming and Restorative Art
Hands-on training in embalming techniques is a central component of mortuary science programs.
Restorative art courses teach students how to reconstruct and cosmetically prepare deceased
individuals for viewing, ensuring dignity and respect in funeral services.

Funeral Service Management and Law
Beyond technical skills, the curriculum includes instruction in funeral service management, ethics,
business practices, and legal aspects. This education prepares students to handle the operational,
regulatory, and interpersonal challenges of the profession.

Psychology and Grief Counseling
Understanding grief and providing emotional support to families is vital. Courses in psychology and
grief counseling equip students with communication skills and empathy necessary for compassionate
client interactions.

Practical Training and Internship Requirements
Practical experience is a mandatory element of mortuary science degree requirements. These
experiences allow students to apply learned theories and develop competencies in real-world
settings.



Clinical Laboratory Work
Within the academic environment, students participate in clinical laboratories where they practice
embalming, restorative art, and other technical procedures under instructor supervision. This
controlled setting ensures proficiency before engaging with actual cases.

Externships and Internships
Most programs require students to complete externships or internships at licensed funeral homes.
These placements provide exposure to daily funeral service operations, client relations, and
regulatory compliance. Internships typically last several months, offering invaluable hands-on
experience.

Documentation and Evaluation
Students must maintain detailed records of their practical hours and activities. Faculty and
internship supervisors evaluate their performance to ensure readiness for professional licensure and
independent practice.

Accreditation and Licensing Standards
Accreditation of mortuary science programs and subsequent licensing of graduates are critical for
maintaining industry standards and public trust. Meeting these requirements is a key aspect of the
educational pathway.

Program Accreditation
Accreditation by recognized organizations, such as the American Board of Funeral Service Education
(ABFSE), ensures that a mortuary science program meets rigorous academic and professional
standards. Attending an accredited program is often a prerequisite for licensure.

State Licensing Requirements
After completing a mortuary science degree, graduates must obtain licensure to practice. Licensing
requirements vary by state but generally include passing a national board examination, fulfilling
internship hours, and passing a state-specific exam covering laws and regulations.

Continuing Education for License Renewal
Licensed funeral directors and embalmers must engage in continuing education to maintain their
credentials. This ongoing learning ensures professionals stay current with advances in mortuary
science, legal changes, and ethical standards.



Additional Skills and Continuing Education
Beyond formal education and licensure, certain skills enhance a professional’s effectiveness in
funeral service. Additionally, lifelong learning is encouraged to adapt to industry developments.

Communication and Interpersonal Skills
Effective communication, empathy, and cultural sensitivity are essential for interacting with grieving
families and colleagues. Developing these soft skills is often emphasized throughout mortuary
science education and practice.

Business and Management Proficiency
Knowledge of business operations, marketing, and financial management helps funeral directors run
successful establishments. Some programs include elective courses or workshops focusing on these
areas.

Opportunities for Advanced Education
Graduates may pursue advanced degrees or specialized certifications in areas such as thanatology,
grief counseling, or funeral service management. These opportunities support career advancement
and specialization within the field.

High school diploma or equivalent with strong science background1.

Completion of mortuary science degree program accredited by ABFSE2.

Successful completion of coursework in anatomy, embalming, funeral law, and grief3.
counseling

Practical experience through clinical labs and internships4.

Passing required national and state licensing examinations5.

Engagement in continuing education for license renewal and professional growth6.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the typical educational requirements for a mortuary



science degree?
Most mortuary science degree programs require a high school diploma or GED for admission. The
degree itself usually involves completing a two-year associate or four-year bachelor's program
focused on embalming, restorative art, and funeral service management.

Is a bachelor's degree necessary to become a licensed
mortician?
In many states, a bachelor's degree is not mandatory; a two-year associate degree in mortuary
science is often sufficient. However, some employers and states may prefer or require a bachelor's
degree for licensure and advanced positions.

What coursework is commonly required in a mortuary science
degree program?
Common coursework includes anatomy, physiology, embalming techniques, restorative art, funeral
service law, ethics, grief counseling, and business management related to funeral services.

Are there any prerequisites before enrolling in a mortuary
science degree program?
Prerequisites vary by school but typically include a high school diploma or GED. Some programs
may require basic courses in biology or chemistry before admission or during the program.

How long does it take to complete a mortuary science degree?
An associate degree in mortuary science typically takes about two years to complete, while a
bachelor's degree usually requires four years of study.

Do mortuary science degree programs include practical
training or internships?
Yes, most programs include hands-on training such as embalming labs and supervised internships or
apprenticeships at funeral homes to gain real-world experience.

Is licensure required after earning a mortuary science degree?
Yes, graduates must pass a state or national board examination and fulfill apprenticeship
requirements to become licensed funeral directors or embalmers.

Can mortuary science degrees be earned online?
Some theoretical components of mortuary science may be offered online, but due to the practical
nature of the field, most programs require in-person attendance for labs and clinical training.



What are the accreditation bodies for mortuary science degree
programs?
The American Board of Funeral Service Education (ABFSE) is the primary accrediting agency for
mortuary science programs in the United States.

Are there any additional certifications required beyond the
degree for mortuary professionals?
Beyond the degree and licensure, some professionals pursue certifications in crematory operation,
grief counseling, or advanced restorative art to enhance their skills and career prospects.

Additional Resources
1. Fundamentals of Mortuary Science: An Introduction to Funeral Service
This book provides a comprehensive overview of the basic principles and concepts in mortuary
science. It covers topics such as embalming techniques, funeral service management, and ethical
considerations. Ideal for students beginning their journey in mortuary science, the text lays a solid
foundation for further specialized study.

2. Embalming: History, Theory, and Practice
A detailed guide to the art and science of embalming, this book explores both historical context and
modern embalming procedures. It includes step-by-step instructions and safety protocols essential
for mortuary science students. The text also discusses chemical usage and the preservation of
human remains.

3. Anatomy and Physiology for Mortuary Science
Focusing on human anatomy and physiology, this book is tailored to meet the needs of mortuary
science students. It explains the structure and function of the human body with an emphasis on
areas relevant to embalming and restorative art. Clear illustrations and concise explanations aid in
understanding complex biological systems.

4. Funeral Service Management and Business Practices
This book addresses the managerial and business aspects of running a funeral home. Topics include
marketing, accounting, legal issues, and customer service. It prepares students for the operational
challenges faced in funeral service careers, emphasizing ethical and professional standards.

5. Restorative Art: Techniques and Applications
A practical guide to restorative art, this text teaches students how to reconstruct and cosmetically
enhance deceased individuals for viewings. It covers facial reconstruction, makeup application, and
hair styling with detailed illustrations. The book also discusses psychological and cultural
considerations in restorative art.

6. Mortuary Law and Ethics
This book explores the legal responsibilities and ethical dilemmas encountered in mortuary science.
It covers laws related to burial, cremation, and funeral arrangements, as well as professional
conduct standards. Essential for understanding the regulatory environment of funeral services, it
aids students in making informed decisions.



7. Pathology for Mortuary Science Professionals
Providing an introduction to pathology, this book focuses on disease processes and conditions that
impact embalming and funeral preparation. It helps students recognize pathological changes in the
body and understand their implications for mortuary practice. The text bridges medical knowledge
with practical funeral service applications.

8. Cremation and Alternative Disposition Methods
This volume examines various methods of body disposition beyond traditional burial, including
cremation, alkaline hydrolysis, and green burial. It discusses the environmental, cultural, and legal
factors influencing these practices. Students learn about the technical and ethical considerations
involved in alternative disposition methods.

9. Mortuary Science Laboratory Manual
Designed to accompany theoretical coursework, this manual provides practical exercises and
experiments related to embalming, restorative art, and funeral service operations. It offers step-by-
step instructions for lab activities that reinforce classroom learning. The manual is an essential tool
for hands-on skill development in mortuary science programs.
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