
molly craig rabbit proof fence
molly craig rabbit proof fence is a phrase that evokes a powerful story of
resilience, survival, and cultural heritage in Australia. This article
explores the life of Molly Craig, an Indigenous Australian girl whose journey
along the Rabbit-Proof Fence became a symbol of resistance against oppressive
policies. The Rabbit-Proof Fence itself is a significant landmark,
constructed to control the rabbit population, but it also served as a route
for Molly and her companions during their escape. This comprehensive
examination covers the historical context, the biographical details of Molly
Craig, the significance of the Rabbit-Proof Fence, and the cultural impact of
their story in film and literature. Readers will gain insight into the
intersection of Indigenous history, Australian geography, and the enduring
legacy of this remarkable narrative.
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Historical Context of the Rabbit-Proof Fence
The Rabbit-Proof Fence was an extensive pest-exclusion fence built in Western
Australia during the early 20th century. Its primary purpose was to keep
rabbits, an invasive species, from spreading into the agricultural regions of
the west. Constructed between 1901 and 1907, the fence stretched over 1,000
miles, making it one of the longest unbroken fences in the world. The rabbit
infestation had severely damaged farmlands, threatening the livelihoods of
settlers and the local economy. The fence's construction is a testament to
the environmental challenges faced by Australia and the measures taken to
address them during this period.

Construction and Purpose
The Rabbit-Proof Fence was divided into three separate fences known as No. 1,
No. 2, and No. 3 fences. The most famous, No. 1 Fence, ran from north to
south across Western Australia. It was built primarily to prevent rabbits
from migrating into the fertile southwestern regions. The fence was made of
wire mesh and wooden posts, designed to be an effective physical barrier.



Maintenance and patrols were necessary to ensure the fence remained intact
and functional over such a vast distance.

Impact on Indigenous Communities
While the fence was intended for pest control, it also intersected with
Indigenous Australian lands. For Indigenous people, the fence sometimes acted
as a boundary marker or a physical obstacle that disrupted traditional
movement and access to resources. The broader policies of the time, including
the forced removal of Aboriginal children from their families under the
Stolen Generations policy, contextualize the significance of the fence within
Indigenous history.

The Life and Journey of Molly Craig
Molly Craig was a young Aboriginal girl taken from her family as part of the
Stolen Generations, a government policy aimed at assimilating Indigenous
children into white Australian society. Molly, along with her sister and
cousin, was placed in a government settlement far from her home. The story of
Molly Craig is one of incredible courage and determination as she undertook a
perilous journey to return to her family, navigating harsh terrain and
evading authorities.

Early Life and Removal
Molly Craig was born in the early 20th century in Western Australia. At a
young age, she was forcibly removed from her family under policies designed
to segregate Aboriginal children from their cultural roots. This traumatic
separation was part of a larger systemic effort to erase Indigenous identity.
Molly was sent to the Moore River Native Settlement, a place many Aboriginal
children were taken to, where they lived under strict control and limited
freedom.

The Escape and Trek Home
In 1931, Molly, her younger sister Daisy, and cousin Gracie escaped from the
settlement. They traveled over 1,500 miles on foot, following the Rabbit-
Proof Fence as a guide back to their home in Jigalong. This journey took them
through unforgiving landscapes, including deserts and scrublands, while
avoiding capture by government officials. Molly’s knowledge of the land,
survival skills, and determination were crucial in their successful return.
Their trek is a profound example of resilience and connection to country.



Significance of the Rabbit-Proof Fence in
Molly’s Story
The Rabbit-Proof Fence is central to Molly Craig’s escape narrative,
symbolizing both a physical and cultural pathway. The fence served as a
navigational aid during their journey, enabling them to travel with a sense
of direction across vast, featureless terrain. Beyond its practical use, the
fence represents the intersection of colonial infrastructure and Indigenous
resistance, highlighting the complex dynamics of Australian history.

Navigational Aid and Symbolism
Molly and her companions used the fence as a reliable guide, following it
northward to reach their home. The fence’s linear structure allowed them to
maintain a steady course, reducing the risk of becoming lost in the harsh
outback environment. Symbolically, the fence contrasts with Molly’s journey;
while intended to control and divide, it inadvertently became a tool for
liberation and reunion.

Barrier and Boundary
While the fence helped Molly’s escape, it was also a barrier imposed by
colonial authorities. It delineated borders not only for pest control but
also between Indigenous lands and settler expansion. The fence’s dual role
emphasizes the tensions between control and freedom experienced by Aboriginal
Australians during this era.

Cultural Impact and Representation
The story of Molly Craig and the Rabbit-Proof Fence has resonated deeply
within Australian culture and beyond. It has been immortalized in literature
and film, bringing awareness to the experiences of the Stolen Generations and
the broader history of Indigenous Australians. These representations have
contributed to national conversations about reconciliation, identity, and
historical justice.

The Book: “Follow the Rabbit-Proof Fence”
Author Doris Pilkington Garimara, Molly’s daughter, documented her mother’s
journey in the book “Follow the Rabbit-Proof Fence.” Published in 1996, the
book provides a detailed and personal account of the escape and its
significance. It combines historical facts with family stories, offering
readers an intimate perspective on the impact of government policies on
Aboriginal families.



The Film Adaptation
In 2002, the story was adapted into a critically acclaimed film titled
“Rabbit-Proof Fence.” The film brought wider attention to Molly Craig’s
story, using powerful visuals and storytelling to convey the hardships and
courage involved in the escape. It has been recognized for its role in
educating audiences about Indigenous history and the consequences of colonial
policies.

Educational and Social Influence
The narrative of Molly Craig and the Rabbit-Proof Fence is now a significant
part of Australian educational curricula. It serves as an important case
study in discussions about Indigenous rights, cultural survival, and
government accountability. The story encourages reflection on past injustices
and promotes understanding and empathy across communities.

Legacy and Educational Importance
The legacy of Molly Craig and the Rabbit-Proof Fence continues to influence
contemporary Australian society. It highlights the resilience of Aboriginal
people and the ongoing importance of preserving Indigenous culture and
history. The story has become a symbol of strength and the enduring
connection to land, inspiring future generations.

Commemoration and Recognition
Molly Craig’s journey and the Rabbit-Proof Fence are commemorated through
various memorials, exhibitions, and cultural programs. These efforts aim to
honor the experiences of the Stolen Generations and promote awareness about
Australia’s complex history. Recognition of Molly’s story contributes to
national healing and the celebration of Indigenous heritage.

Incorporation in Educational Programs
Educational institutions across Australia incorporate Molly Craig’s story
into their curriculum to teach about the Stolen Generations, Indigenous
culture, and Australian history. This inclusion fosters critical
conversations and helps students understand the social and political
implications of historical events. The story’s educational value lies in its
capacity to humanize history and promote cultural sensitivity.



Continuing Relevance
The themes present in the molly craig rabbit proof fence story—such as
displacement, cultural survival, and resistance—remain relevant to
contemporary discussions about Indigenous rights and social justice. The
narrative encourages ongoing dialogue about reconciliation and the importance
of acknowledging past wrongs to build a more inclusive future.

Key Takeaways from the molly craig rabbit proof
fence Story

The Rabbit-Proof Fence was originally constructed to control invasive
rabbits but became a significant landmark in Indigenous history.

Molly Craig’s escape from forced removal demonstrated extraordinary
resilience and connection to her land and family.

The fence served both as a physical guide and a symbol of colonial
control and Indigenous resistance.

The story has been widely represented in literature and film, increasing
public awareness of the Stolen Generations.

Educational programs use this narrative to teach about Indigenous
history, rights, and reconciliation efforts.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Molly Craig in 'Rabbit Proof Fence'?
Molly Craig is the main character in 'Rabbit Proof Fence,' an Aboriginal
Australian girl who escapes from a government settlement to return to her
family.

What is the significance of the rabbit proof fence
in the story?
The rabbit proof fence serves as a guide for Molly and her companions to
navigate their way home across the Australian outback.

Is 'Rabbit Proof Fence' based on a true story?
Yes, 'Rabbit Proof Fence' is based on the true story of three Aboriginal



girls, including Molly Craig, who escaped from the Moore River Native
Settlement in 1931.

What themes are explored through Molly Craig's
journey in 'Rabbit Proof Fence'?
The story explores themes of resilience, cultural identity, the impact of
government policies on Indigenous people, and the strength of family bonds.

How does Molly Craig's character represent
Aboriginal resistance?
Molly's determination to return home despite the obstacles symbolizes the
resistance of Aboriginal people against oppressive government policies aimed
at assimilation.

What role does the landscape play in 'Rabbit Proof
Fence'?
The Australian landscape is both a physical challenge and a symbol of Molly's
connection to her land and heritage.

How has 'Rabbit Proof Fence' impacted awareness of
Aboriginal history?
The story has raised awareness about the Stolen Generations and the
injustices faced by Aboriginal Australians, promoting dialogue and education
on these issues.

Additional Resources
1. Rabbit-Proof Fence by Doris Pilkington
This is the original memoir that tells the true story of Molly Craig and her
two sisters, who escaped from a government settlement in Australia and
trekked over 1,500 miles to return to their family. The book highlights the
impact of the Australian government's policies on Indigenous families during
the Stolen Generations. It is a powerful narrative of resilience, survival,
and the importance of family and cultural identity.

2. Caprice: The Life of Molly Craig by Doris Pilkington
A follow-up to Rabbit-Proof Fence, this book delves deeper into Molly Craig’s
life after her escape, exploring her experiences growing up and the lasting
effects of her journey. It provides additional context about the Stolen
Generations and Molly’s role in raising awareness of these historical
injustices. The book is both a personal and historical account.

3. Follow the Rabbit-Proof Fence: A Memoir by Doris Pilkington



This memoir offers a broader perspective on the story behind the famous
journey, including more details about the lives of the three girls and their
families. It discusses the cultural and political environment of Australia at
the time and the ongoing struggle for Indigenous rights. It is an insightful
companion to the original narrative.

4. The Stolen Generations: The Removal of Aboriginal Children in Australia by
Peter Read
This book provides a historical overview of the policies that led to the
forced removal of Aboriginal children from their families. It contextualizes
the experiences of Molly Craig within a larger national tragedy and explores
the consequences for Indigenous communities. It is essential reading for
understanding the background of the Rabbit-Proof Fence story.

5. My Place by Sally Morgan
An autobiographical work that traces the author’s discovery of her Aboriginal
heritage and the impact of cultural dislocation. Like Rabbit-Proof Fence, it
addresses themes of identity, family, and the struggle to reclaim lost
cultural connections. It is a poignant exploration of personal and collective
history.

6. Broken Song: Telling True Stories of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
Women by Susan Maushart
This collection includes powerful stories from Indigenous women about their
experiences with displacement, cultural survival, and resilience. It
complements the narrative of Rabbit-Proof Fence by highlighting diverse
voices from the Stolen Generations and beyond. The book emphasizes the
strength and endurance of Aboriginal women.

7. True Stories of the Stolen Generations by Fay Gale
A compilation of firsthand accounts from members of the Stolen Generations,
this book offers personal perspectives on the trauma and injustice of forced
removal. It serves as an important historical record and sheds light on the
complexities of reconciliation and healing. Readers gain a deeper
understanding of the systemic issues behind the Rabbit-Proof Fence story.

8. Black Australia: A Short History by Bain Attwood and Andrew Markus
This concise history covers the experiences of Aboriginal Australians from
colonization to the modern era. It places the events of Rabbit-Proof Fence
within a wider historical framework, explaining the social and political
forces that shaped Indigenous lives. The book is useful for readers seeking
context about Australia’s Indigenous history.

9. Coming Home to Country: The Aboriginal Experience by Marcia Langton
This book explores the significance of land, culture, and identity for
Aboriginal Australians. It highlights the enduring connection to country and
the challenges faced by Indigenous people in maintaining their heritage. The
themes resonate strongly with the journey of Molly Craig and her sisters in
Rabbit-Proof Fence.
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