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moonheart by charles de lint is a seminal work in the urban fantasy genre, blending elements of
myth, folklore, and contemporary life to create a richly textured narrative. Published in 1984, this
novel marks one of Charles de Lint’s earliest and most influential contributions to speculative fiction.
The story intricately weaves the lives of its characters with the mystical and supernatural, set
against the backdrop of Ottawa, Canada. This article delves into the novel’s plot, themes, characters,
and its significance within the fantasy literary landscape. Additionally, it explores the author’s
unique style and the reception of moonheart by charles de lint among readers and critics alike. The
detailed examination will provide a comprehensive understanding of why this book remains a
beloved classic in urban fantasy circles.
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Overview of moonheart by charles de lint

Moonheart by Charles de Lint is widely recognized as a groundbreaking urban fantasy novel that
blends contemporary settings with elements of Celtic mythology and Native American folklore. The
novel introduces readers to a world where the mundane and the magical coexist seamlessly. Charles
de Lint’s work is notable for its lyrical prose and the depth of its world-building, which has
influenced numerous authors in the fantasy genre. Moonheart is often credited with helping to
define the urban fantasy subgenre by moving away from traditional medieval fantasy tropes and
focusing on modern-day environments infused with enchantment.

Plot Summary

Introduction to the Storyline



The novel follows Sara Kendell, an artist who inherits a mysterious and ancient ring from a stranger,
leading her into a complex web of magical intrigue. Alongside her boyfriend Jeff, Sara becomes
drawn into a hidden world inhabited by faeries, spirits, and other supernatural beings. The narrative
explores their journey to uncover the secrets behind the ring and the mystical forces that threaten
their reality.

Key Events and Conflicts

Moonheart by Charles de Lint unfolds through a blend of parallel storylines that eventually
converge. The protagonists face numerous challenges, including encounters with hostile
supernatural entities and the struggle to protect the magical heritage embedded within Ottawa’s
landscape. The tension between the modern and the ancient, the seen and the unseen, drives the
plot forward, culminating in a confrontation that tests the characters’ courage and resolve.

Main Characters

Sara Kendell

Sara Kendell serves as the novel’s primary protagonist. She is an artist whose discovery of the
moonheart ring propels her into the realm of magic and myth. Sara’s development throughout the
story reflects themes of empowerment and self-discovery, as she learns to navigate the complexities
of the supernatural world.

Jeff Hatcher

Jeff is Sara’s boyfriend and a pivotal character who supports her quest. His practical nature
contrasts with the mystical elements surrounding them, grounding the story in reality while also
demonstrating the transformative power of belief and imagination.

Supporting Characters

Moonheart introduces a diverse cast of supporting characters, including faeries, Native American
spirits, and human allies. Each character contributes to the rich tapestry of the novel’s magical
environment and helps explore various cultural myths and legends.

Lenore — a mysterious guardian figure

Tommy — a streetwise ally with secret knowledge



The wildfolk — mythical beings embodying natural forces

Themes and Motifs

Intersection of Myth and Reality

One of the central themes in moonheart by charles de lint is the seamless blending of mythological
elements with the modern world. The novel challenges the boundaries between reality and fantasy,
suggesting that magic exists just beneath the surface of everyday life.

Heritage and Identity

The story delves into the importance of cultural heritage, particularly through the use of Celtic and
Native American folklore. It examines how identity is shaped by history, stories, and the land itself,
emphasizing respect for tradition alongside contemporary existence.

Power of Community and Connection

Throughout the novel, relationships and alliances between characters highlight the theme of
community. The narrative suggests that connection—whether between humans or between the
human and the supernatural—is essential for overcoming adversity.

Setting and Atmosphere

Ottawa as a Living Landscape

Moonheart is set primarily in Ottawa, Canada, which Charles de Lint portrays as a vibrant, living
city filled with hidden magical spaces. The urban environment is not merely a backdrop but an active
participant in the story, where ancient spirits and contemporary life intersect.

Use of Folkloric and Mystical Elements

The atmosphere of the novel is enriched by detailed descriptions of the natural and supernatural
world. Forests, rivers, and urban landmarks become enchanted places where the veil between



worlds is thin, creating a sense of mystery and wonder throughout the narrative.

Author’s Writing Style

Lyrical and Evocative Prose

Charles de Lint’s writing in moonheart is characterized by lyrical, evocative language that brings the
magical elements to life while grounding them in relatable human experiences. His style balances
poetic description with clear, accessible storytelling.

Blend of Genres

The novel exemplifies a successful fusion of fantasy, mystery, and romance genres. This blend
appeals to a broad readership and allows for a complex narrative that explores multiple dimensions
of character and plot.

Reception and Legacy

Critical Acclaim

Moonheart by Charles de Lint has been praised for its originality, depth, and imaginative scope.
Critics have highlighted its role in pioneering urban fantasy and its respectful incorporation of
diverse cultural mythologies. The novel has received several awards and nominations, underscoring
its impact on the genre.

Influence on Urban Fantasy

The book’s legacy is evident in the many authors who cite Charles de Lint as an influence.
Moonheart helped establish key conventions of urban fantasy, such as the focus on modern settings
infused with folklore and the portrayal of strong, relatable protagonists navigating magical
challenges.

Enduring Popularity

Decades after its publication, moonheart by charles de lint continues to attract new readers and



maintain a dedicated fan base. Its themes of magic, identity, and cultural heritage remain relevant,
ensuring its status as a classic within speculative fiction.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of 'Moonheart' by Charles de Lint?
'Moonheart' explores themes of magic, folklore, and the intersection between the modern world and
ancient mythologies, focusing on the idea of hidden worlds within our own.

Who are the main characters in 'Moonheart'?
The main characters are Sara Kendell, a woman with a mysterious past, and Jamie Tamson, a man
connected to the mystical Moonheart, as well as various fae and other mythical beings.

How does Charles de Lint incorporate folklore in 'Moonheart'?
Charles de Lint weaves folklore into the narrative by blending Native American and Celtic myths
with urban fantasy, creating a world where magical creatures and ancient spirits coexist with
modern society.

What genre does 'Moonheart' belong to?
'Moonheart' is primarily categorized as urban fantasy, combining elements of contemporary settings
with magical and mythological elements.

Why is 'Moonheart' considered a classic in urban fantasy?
'Moonheart' is considered a classic because it was one of the pioneering novels to blend folklore with
contemporary urban settings, influencing many later works in the urban fantasy genre.

Is 'Moonheart' part of a series by Charles de Lint?
'Moonheart' is a standalone novel but is set in the same universe as several of Charles de Lint's
other works, often referred to as Newford.

What role does the Moonheart itself play in the novel?
The Moonheart is a mystical artifact central to the plot, serving as a gateway between worlds and a
source of ancient power that various characters seek to protect or control.

How does 'Moonheart' depict the relationship between
humans and the fae?
'Moonheart' portrays a complex relationship between humans and fae, highlighting themes of trust,
misunderstanding, and the blending of their worlds.



What inspired Charles de Lint to write 'Moonheart'?
Charles de Lint was inspired by his love of folklore, mythology, and the desire to create stories
where magic exists alongside the everyday world.

Where is 'Moonheart' primarily set?
'Moonheart' is primarily set in Ottawa, Canada, providing a real-world urban backdrop for the
magical events of the story.

Additional Resources
1. Memory and Dream by Charles de Lint
This novel, like Moonheart, blends urban fantasy with Celtic mythology. Set in Ottawa, it follows a
young man who discovers a magical world beneath the city streets. The story weaves together
elements of myth, magic, and contemporary life, exploring themes of memory, identity, and the
power of storytelling.

2. The Wild Wood by Charles de Lint
A companion novel to Moonheart, The Wild Wood continues to explore the hidden magical realms
overlapping the modern world. It focuses on a young artist who finds herself drawn into an
enchanted forest filled with faeries and ancient spirits. The book combines folklore with a heartfelt
coming-of-age narrative.

3. Greenmantle by Charles de Lint
Greenmantle tells the story of a man who inherits a mysterious mantle that connects him to ancient
forest spirits. Set partly in the modern world and partly in a mystical realm, it explores themes of
environmentalism, magic, and transformation. Like Moonheart, it features richly drawn characters
and lyrical prose.

4. Jack the Giant Killer by Charles de Lint
This novel presents a modern retelling of classic fairy tales, blending the mundane with the magical.
It follows the adventures of Jack, a trickster figure navigating a world where folklore and reality
collide. The story delves into mythic archetypes and the power of stories to shape our lives.

5. Widdershins by Charles de Lint
Widdershins is set in the fictional city of Newford, a common setting in de Lint’s works, where urban
fantasy and folklore intersect. The story revolves around a young woman who becomes entangled
with faeries and other magical beings. It explores themes of community, identity, and the blurred
lines between the human and the supernatural.

6. Neverwhere by Neil Gaiman
A dark urban fantasy set in the hidden world beneath London, Neverwhere shares Moonheart’s
theme of a secret magical realm existing alongside the modern city. The protagonist discovers a
mysterious underworld filled with strange characters and dangers. The novel combines myth,
adventure, and a richly imagined urban landscape.

7. American Gods by Neil Gaiman
This novel explores the coexistence of ancient deities and modern America, blending mythology with



contemporary settings. Like Moonheart, it emphasizes the enduring power of myth and folklore in
everyday life. The story features a richly layered narrative about belief, identity, and cultural
change.

8. The City & the City by China Miéville
Though more of a speculative fiction work, The City & the City shares themes of dual realities and
hidden worlds within urban settings. It follows a detective investigating a murder that spans two
cities occupying the same physical space but perceived separately. The novel explores perception,
identity, and the nature of reality.

9. The Ocean at the End of the Lane by Neil Gaiman
This novel combines childhood memories with mythic fantasy, much like Moonheart’s blend of the
mundane and the magical. It tells the story of a man recalling a mysterious and otherworldly
experience from his youth. Themes of memory, innocence, and the supernatural are central to the
narrative.
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