
mississippi state football coach history
Mississippi State football coach history is a compelling narrative that encapsulates the
evolution of one of the Southeastern Conference's most storied programs. Founded in
1895, Mississippi State University has experienced a rich and varied football history,
marked by numerous coaching changes, significant achievements, and a passionate fan
base. This article delves into the key figures who have shaped the program, notable
achievements, and the overall impact of these coaches on Mississippi State football.

Early Years and Formation of the Program

Mississippi State's football program began in the late 19th century. The early years were
characterized by informal games and a lack of organization, but as the sport grew in
popularity, the need for a structured coaching staff became apparent.

First Coaches and Development (1895-1930)

The inaugural head coach, J.A. McCarty, led the team in 1895. His tenure set a foundation
for the program, although it would take several years to establish a competitive presence.
The following decades saw a series of coaches who would gradually build the program:

1. J.A. McCarty (1895) - The first head coach who laid the groundwork.
2. L.C. "Larry" McCullough (1920-1922) - Known for his emphasis on fundamentals and
discipline.
3. Allyn McKeen (1926-1930) - Under his leadership, the team began to gain recognition.

The early coaches were pivotal in creating a culture around Mississippi State football.
They focused on instilling discipline and building team camaraderie, which would become
hallmarks of the program.

Golden Era of Mississippi State Football
(1930-1970)

The 1930s to the 1970s marked a transformative period for Mississippi State football, with
several coaches leaving a lasting legacy.

Legendary Coaches

1. George R. "Coach" Hall (1949-1951) - Hall's tenure brought new vigor to the program,
with innovative strategies and a focus on recruitment.
2. Paul Davis (1963-1967) - Under Davis, the Bulldogs made significant strides, including a



notable victory over the University of Alabama.
3. Bob Tyler (1971-1972) - Tyler's era was highlighted by a strong emphasis on player
development, culminating in a bowl game appearance.

Each of these coaches contributed to building a competitive spirit within the team, and
their successes helped establish Mississippi State as a formidable opponent within the
Southeastern Conference.

Modern Era and Resurgence (1970-Present)

The late 20th century and early 21st century brought a new wave of coaching talent to
Mississippi State, further establishing the program's reputation for resilience and
competitiveness.

Significant Coaches in Recent History

- Emory Bellard (1978-1985): Bellard introduced the wishbone offense, which
revolutionized the Bulldogs' approach to the game. His tenure included multiple bowl
appearances and solidified the team's status in college football.

- Jackie Sherrill (1991-2003): Sherrill's arrival marked a turning point for the program. He
led the Bulldogs to their first SEC West title in 1998 and is credited with elevating the
program's national profile. His ability to recruit top talent and his charismatic leadership
made him a beloved figure among fans.

- Sylvester Croom (2004-2008): As the first African American head coach in SEC history,
Croom's leadership was historic. He led the team to its first bowl victory in 2007, a
significant achievement that resonated throughout the university and the region.

- Dan Mullen (2009-2017): Mullen's era is often viewed as a golden age for Mississippi
State football. Under his guidance, the Bulldogs achieved their highest national ranking
(No. 1) in 2014 and made several bowl game appearances. Mullen's innovative offensive
strategies and ability to develop quarterbacks were key to the program's success.

- Joe Moorhead (2018-2019): Moorhead's tenure was marked by a transition period as he
attempted to build on Mullen's successes. While he faced challenges, including a turbulent
2019 season, he laid a foundation for future growth.

The Current Coaching Landscape

In January 2020, Mike Leach was appointed head coach, bringing with him a revolutionary
Air Raid offense that generated considerable excitement among fans and players alike.
Leach's unique personality and innovative strategies reinvigorated the program, leading to
a notable season.



- Mike Leach (2020-2021): Leach's impact was immediate, as he led the Bulldogs to a
victory in the 2021 Armed Forces Bowl. His approach to the game, characterized by a
high-paced offensive style, attracted attention and renewed interest in Mississippi State
football.

- Zach Arnett (2022-Present): Following Leach's untimely passing in early 2022, the
program turned to defensive coordinator Zach Arnett as the head coach. Arnett has shown
promise in maintaining the program's competitive spirit and building upon Leach's legacy.

Impact of Coaches on Mississippi State Football

The coaching history of Mississippi State football is not just a list of names and records; it
is a testament to the resilience and evolution of a program that has faced numerous
challenges. Each coach has contributed to the development of the team and the cultivation
of a passionate fan base.

Key Contributions

- Recruitment and Talent Development: Coaches have consistently focused on recruiting
top talent, which has been essential for the program's success. The ability to identify and
nurture future stars has allowed Mississippi State to remain competitive in the SEC.

- Cultural Impact: Coaches like Jackie Sherrill and Dan Mullen have not only impacted the
football program but have also become cultural icons in Mississippi. Their leadership and
dedication have inspired generations of fans and players.

- Bowl Appearances and Championships: The commitment to excellence has resulted in
numerous bowl game appearances and conference championships. These achievements
have elevated the program's status and provided a source of pride for the university and
its supporters.

Conclusion

The history of Mississippi State football coaches is a rich tapestry woven from dedication,
innovation, and resilience. From the early years to the modern era, each coach has played
a crucial role in shaping the program's identity and successes. As Mississippi State
continues to evolve, the legacy of its coaches remains a guiding force, inspiring future
generations of players and fans alike. The program stands as a testament to the enduring
spirit of college football in the South, with a bright future ahead as it continues to build on
its storied history.



Frequently Asked Questions

Who is the current head coach of Mississippi State
football as of 2023?
As of 2023, the head coach of Mississippi State football is Zach Arnett.

Which Mississippi State football coach has the most
wins in the program's history?
The coach with the most wins in Mississippi State football history is Dan Mullen, who
served from 2009 to 2017.

What notable achievement did Jackie Sherrill
accomplish during his tenure as head coach?
Jackie Sherrill led Mississippi State to its first SEC championship in 1998 and a notable
victory in the 1999 Peach Bowl.

How did Joe Moorhead's coaching tenure at Mississippi
State end?
Joe Moorhead was dismissed after the 2020 season following a disappointing record and a
lack of progress in the program.

What years did Dan Mullen serve as the head coach of
Mississippi State?
Dan Mullen served as the head coach of Mississippi State from 2009 to 2017.

Which Mississippi State coach led the team to its first
bowl game in 1963?
Coach Paul Davis led Mississippi State to its first bowl game in 1963, the 1963 Bluebonnet
Bowl.

What impact did the hiring of Mike Leach have on
Mississippi State football?
Mike Leach brought a high-octane offensive style to Mississippi State, significantly
changing the team's offensive approach and gaining national attention.
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