mla in text citation worksheet

MLA in Text Citation Worksheet is a valuable tool for students, educators, and writers alike, serving
as a guide to properly format citations in accordance with the Modern Language Association (MLA)
style. This style is widely used in the humanities, particularly in writing on language and literature.
The proper use of in-text citations not only lends credibility to your work but also helps avoid
plagiarism. This article will explore the various components of MLA in-text citations, provide
examples, and offer a comprehensive worksheet to assist with your citation needs.

Understanding MLA In-Text Citations

The MLA format employs a straightforward method for in-text citations, primarily using the author's
last name and the page number from which the information was derived. This system allows readers
to easily find the corresponding entry in the Works Cited page at the end of the document.

Purpose of In-Text Citations

In-text citations serve several purposes:

1. Acknowledgment of Sources: They credit the original authors of the ideas or data being
referenced.

2. Guidance for Readers: They provide a clear path for readers to locate the full citation in the Works
Cited list.

3. Plagiarism Prevention: They help writers avoid unintentional plagiarism by clearly indicating
which ideas are borrowed and which are original.

Basic Format of In-Text Citations

The MLA format for in-text citations is relatively simple. Here’s a breakdown of the essential
elements:

- One Author: (Author’s Last Name Page Number)

Example: (Smith 23)

- Two Authors: (Authorl’s Last Name and Author2’s Last Name Page Number)
Example: (Smith and Jones 45)

- Three or More Authors: (First Author’s Last Name et al. Page Number)

Example: (Smith et al. 12)



- No Author: Use the title in place of the author's name (shortened if necessary).
Example: (“Impact of Global Warming” 7)
- Multiple Works by the Same Author: Include a shortened title of the work.

Example: (Smith, Climate Change 78)

Placement of In-Text Citations

In-text citations are typically placed at the end of the sentence or quotation that references the
source. Here are some guidelines:

- At the End of a Sentence: Place the citation immediately before the period.
Example: The study found significant results (Smith 45).

- At the Beginning of a Sentence: If the author is mentioned in the text, only the page number is
needed in the citation.

Example: According to Smith, the results were significant (45).
- For Quotations: If you are quoting directly, ensure that the citation follows the quote.

Example: “The results were significant” (Smith 45).

Common Scenarios in In-Text Citations

While the basic format covers most situations, there are certain scenarios that may require
additional considerations.

Citing Multiple Sources

When you need to cite multiple sources within the same parenthetical citation, separate them with a
semicolon.

Example: (Smith 23; Johnson 45)

Citing a Work with No Page Numbers

For electronic sources without page numbers, you can omit the page number or use a paragraph
number if available.



Example: (Smith) or (Smith par. 3)

Citing a Source Quoted in Another Work

If you are quoting a source that is cited within another work, use "qtd. in" to indicate the original
source.

Example: (qtd. in Smith 45)

Creating an MLA In-Text Citation Worksheet

An MLA in-text citation worksheet is an excellent way to practice and understand how to properly
format citations. Below is a template that can be used in educational settings or for personal
practice.

MIA In-Text Citation Worksheet Template

Instructions: Fill in the blanks or complete the tasks based on the information provided.

1. Identify the Source: Read the following sentences and identify the author and page number for
citation.

a. "The impact of technology on education is profound."
Author:

Page Number:

b. "Literature reflects society's values."

Author:

Page Number:

2. Cite the Following Statements: Use the correct MLA in-text citation format.

a. The results were inconclusive.
Citation:

b. According to Johnson, “the outcome was unexpected.”
Citation:

3. Multiple Authors: Create in-text citations for the following works with two or more authors.

a. "The Future of Urban Planning" by Johnson and Smith
Citation:

b. "Ecology and Environmental Science" by Brown, Green, and White
Citation:



4. No Author: Create in-text citations for the following titles.

a. "The Effects of Climate Change"
Citation:

b. "Historical Perspectives on the Cold War"
Citation:

5. Quoting Indirectly: Practice citing a source that quotes another source.

a. "The theory was first proposed by Einstein" (qtd. in Smith 45).
Citation:

Tips for Using MLA In-Text Citations

Using MLA in-text citations effectively can enhance your writing. Here are some tips to keep in
mind:

- Stay Consistent: Ensure that your in-text citations match the format used in your Works Cited page.
- Use a Citation Generator: Tools like EasyBib or Citation Machine can help automate the process.

- Review Your Work: Always double-check your citations to avoid errors.

- Familiarize Yourself with the MLA Handbook: It's a comprehensive resource for understanding all
aspects of MLA style.

Conclusion

The MLA in-text citation worksheet is an essential resource for anyone involved in academic writing
within the humanities. Understanding how to properly cite sources not only enhances the credibility
of your work but also fosters academic integrity. By following the guidelines outlined in this article,
utilizing the worksheet template, and practicing regularly, you can master the art of MLA in-text
citations. Whether you are a student, teacher, or researcher, knowing how to navigate citations
effectively will serve you well throughout your academic journey and beyond.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is an MLA in-text citation?

An MLA in-text citation is a method of citing sources within the text of your paper, typically
including the author's last name and the page number from which the information is drawn, allowing
readers to locate the full citation in the Works Cited page.

How do I format an MLA in-text citation for a single author?

For a single author, you typically include the author's last name and the page number in parentheses



at the end of the sentence, for example: (Smith 23).

What if the source has two authors?

For a source with two authors, include both last names separated by 'and’, followed by the page
number, like this: (Smith and Johnson 45).

How do I cite a work with three or more authors in MLA
format?

For works with three or more authors, use the first author's last name followed by 'et al.' and the
page number, for example: (Smith et al. 67).

Can I cite a source without page numbers in MLA format?

Yes, if a source does not have page numbers, you can cite it using just the author's last name, like
this: (Smith), or include a section title if applicable.

What is the purpose of an MLA in-text citation worksheet?

An MLA in-text citation worksheet helps students practice formatting citations correctly, reinforcing
their understanding of MLA guidelines and improving their academic writing skills.

How do I cite a quote that spans multiple pages in MLA
format?

To cite a quote that spans multiple pages, include both page numbers separated by a hyphen, like
this: (Smith 23-24).

Is there a specific format for citing online sources in MLA?

Yes, for online sources, you still follow the same format as print sources, including the author's last
name and page number if available; if there are no page numbers, just use the author's last name.

Where can I find an MLA in-text citation worksheet?

You can find MLA in-text citation worksheets online through educational websites, libraries, or
writing centers that offer resources for learning proper citation practices.
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