
miss pettigrew lives for a day 2008
Miss Pettigrew Lives for a Day is a delightful romantic comedy film released in 2008,
based on the 1938 novel of the same name by Winifred Watson. Set against the backdrop
of pre-World War II London, the film follows the misadventures of a down-on-her-luck
governess who finds herself enveloped in a whirlwind of glamour, romance, and intrigue.
With its rich period details, charming performances, and a heartwarming narrative, Miss
Pettigrew Lives for a Day captivates audiences with its exploration of self-discovery,
friendship, and the pursuit of happiness during uncertain times.

Plot Summary

Miss Pettigrew Lives for a Day begins with the story of Guinevere Pettigrew, portrayed by
Frances McDormand. She is a middle-aged governess who has fallen on hard times,
struggling to find work in a society that has little regard for women of her age and station.
After being dismissed from her previous job, Miss Pettigrew is desperate and finds herself
in need of a new position.

1. An Unexpected Turn of Events
In a stroke of luck, she manages to secure a position with Delysia Lafosse (Amy Adams), a
beautiful and ambitious American actress trying to make her way in London’s theatrical
world. Delysia is torn between two suitors: the wealthy but dull Phil (Tom Payne) and the
charming but irresponsible Michael (Lee Pace).

2. A Day of Adventure
As Miss Pettigrew takes on her new role, she quickly realizes that her day will not be
ordinary. What begins as a simple task of helping Delysia manage her romantic
entanglements turns into a whirlwind of extraordinary events, including glamorous
parties, unexpected romances, and the unraveling of secrets.

3. Self-Discovery and Empowerment
Through her experiences with Delysia and the other characters she encounters, Miss
Pettigrew embarks on a journey of self-discovery. She finds herself stepping out of her
comfort zone, embracing life, and asserting her independence in ways she never imagined.

Main Themes

Miss Pettigrew Lives for a Day encapsulates several important themes that resonate
throughout the film.

1. The Quest for Identity

- Personal Transformation: Miss Pettigrew starts as a downtrodden governess, but her



experiences help her reclaim her sense of identity.
- Empowerment of Women: The film showcases the struggles women faced during the
1930s, emphasizing the importance of self-worth and independence.

2. Friendship and Loyalty

- Unlikely Bonds: The relationship between Miss Pettigrew and Delysia evolves from
employer-employee to a deep friendship, highlighting the importance of loyalty and
support among women.
- Support Systems: The film illustrates how friendships can provide strength and
encouragement in challenging times.

3. Love and Romance

- Complex Relationships: The romantic entanglements in the film are a reflection of the
complexities of love, showcasing both the excitement and turbulence of relationships.
- Choices and Consequences: Delysia’s struggle between her suitors serves as a reminder
of the choices individuals must make in love and the potential consequences of those
choices.

Character Analysis

The characters in Miss Pettigrew Lives for a Day are vividly portrayed, each contributing
to the film’s charm and depth.

1. Guinevere Pettigrew (Frances McDormand)

- Resilience: Miss Pettigrew embodies resilience and determination, showcasing her ability
to adapt to new situations.
- Growth: Throughout the film, audiences witness her transformation from a passive
observer to an active participant in her own life.

2. Delysia Lafosse (Amy Adams)

- Ambition: Delysia represents the aspiring actress of the era, caught between her dreams
and the harsh realities of the entertainment industry.
- Dichotomy: Her character also illustrates the dichotomy of beauty and vulnerability, as
she grapples with her romantic choices.



3. Michael (Lee Pace) and Phil (Tom Payne)

- Contrasting Characters: Michael is the charming rogue, while Phil represents the safety
and security that comes with wealth. Their contrasting personalities add depth to Delysia’s
romantic journey.
- Catalysts for Change: Both characters serve as catalysts for Miss Pettigrew’s
transformation, influencing her perceptions of love and life.

Cinematography and Production Design

Miss Pettigrew Lives for a Day is notable for its stunning cinematography and meticulous
production design, which effectively transport viewers to 1939 London.

- Visual Aesthetics: The film captures the elegance of the period with vibrant colors, stylish
costumes, and detailed set designs.
- Mood and Tone: The cinematography complements the film’s whimsical tone, using warm
lighting and playful camera angles to enhance the storytelling.

Critical Reception

Upon its release, Miss Pettigrew Lives for a Day received largely positive reviews from
critics and audiences alike.

1. Praise for Performances: Frances McDormand and Amy Adams were particularly lauded
for their performances, with many critics highlighting the chemistry between the two
actresses.

2. Heartwarming Narrative: The film’s light-hearted yet meaningful narrative struck a
chord with viewers, making it a favorite among romantic comedy enthusiasts.

3. Awards and Nominations: While the film did not garner major awards, it received
several nominations, showcasing its impact in the romantic comedy genre.

Conclusion

In conclusion, Miss Pettigrew Lives for a Day is more than just a charming romantic
comedy; it is a celebration of self-discovery, friendship, and love. The film captures the
essence of a bygone era while delivering a timeless message about the importance of
embracing life’s opportunities. With its engaging performances, delightful humor, and
heartfelt moments, it remains a beloved film that resonates with audiences across
generations. Whether you are a fan of period pieces, romantic comedies, or simply enjoy a
story about transformation and empowerment, Miss Pettigrew Lives for a Day is a must-
watch.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central plot of 'Miss Pettigrew Lives for a
Day'?
The film follows Miss Pettigrew, a down-on-her-luck governess who, after being dismissed
from her job, seizes an opportunity to work for a glamorous American actress in London.
In a whirlwind of romance and adventure, she finds herself navigating the ups and downs
of high society over the course of just one day.

Who are the main characters in 'Miss Pettigrew Lives
for a Day'?
The main characters include Miss Guinevere Pettigrew, played by Frances McDormand,
and Delysia Lafosse, portrayed by Amy Adams. The film also features supporting roles
from actors like Lee Pace and Tom Payne.

What themes are explored in 'Miss Pettigrew Lives for a
Day'?
The film explores themes of empowerment, the search for love, and the contrast between
social classes. It highlights Miss Pettigrew's transformation as she gains confidence and
navigates the complexities of her new role in the glamorous world of the 1930s.

How does 'Miss Pettigrew Lives for a Day' reflect the era
it is set in?
Set in 1939, the film reflects the pre-war optimism and the changing roles of women in
society. It showcases the fashion, music, and cultural dynamics of the time, while also
addressing the challenges faced by women seeking independence and fulfillment.

What was the critical reception of 'Miss Pettigrew Lives
for a Day'?
The film received generally positive reviews, with critics praising Frances McDormand's
performance and the film's charming aesthetic. It was noted for its witty dialogue and
engaging storyline, appealing to both fans of romantic comedies and period dramas.
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