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Microsoft Azure Administrator Exam Ref AZ-104 is a crucial certification for IT professionals
seeking to demonstrate their expertise in managing Azure resources and services. As organizations
increasingly migrate to cloud environments, the demand for skilled Azure administrators continues to
grow. This article provides a comprehensive overview of the AZ-104 exam, including its objectives,
preparation strategies, and key skills required to succeed.

Overview of Microsoft Azure Administrator Exam
AZ-104

The Microsoft Azure Administrator Exam AZ-104 is designed for individuals who have experience in
managing cloud services that span storage, networking, and compute capabilities within the Azure
platform. This certification validates the skills required to perform various tasks related to Azure
administration, making candidates more competitive in the job market.

Who Should Take the AZ-104 Exam?

The AZ-104 exam is ideal for:

- Azure Administrators: Professionals responsible for managing Azure subscriptions, resources, and
services.

- Cloud Engineers: Individuals who design and implement cloud solutions using Azure.

- IT Professionals: Those looking to advance their careers in cloud technology.

Exam Details

Before diving into preparation, it's essential to understand the exam format and details:

- Exam Code: AZ-104

- Duration: 150 minutes

- Number of Questions: 40-60

- Question Types: Multiple-choice, case studies, and drag-and-drop

- Passing Score: 700 out of 1000

- Languages Available: English, Japanese, Chinese (Simplified), Korean

Exam Objectives

The AZ-104 exam covers several key areas, each contributing to the overall skill set of an Azure



Administrator. The primary domains include:

1. Manage Azure Governance and Compliance (15-20%)
- Implementing policies and governance controls
- Managing subscriptions and resource groups

2. Manage Azure Identity and Access (15-20%)
- Configuring Azure Active Directory (Azure AD)
- Managing identity and access

3. Manage Azure Resources (25-30%)
- Implementing and managing storage
- Managing virtual machines (VMs) and networking

4. Manage Azure Monitoring and Backup (10-15%)
- Configuring monitoring solutions
- Implementing backup and recovery solutions

5. Manage Azure Security (10-15%)
- Implementing security controls
- Managing Azure security features

Preparation Strategies for the AZ-104 Exam

Preparing for the Microsoft Azure Administrator Exam AZ-104 requires a strategic approach. Here are

some effective strategies to enhance your readiness:

1. Understand the Exam Blueprint

Familiarize yourself with the exam objectives and domains. Microsoft provides an official exam guide
that outlines the skills measured, helping you focus your study efforts.

2. Utilize Official Microsoft Learning Paths

Microsoft offers a variety of learning resources, including:

- Online Courses: Interactive courses tailored to the AZ-104 exam.
- Documentation: In-depth articles and tutorials covering Azure services and features.
- Hands-on Labs: Practical labs to gain experiential knowledge.

3. Join Study Groups and Forums

Engaging with peers can be invaluable. Consider joining:



- Online Forums: Such as Reddit or Microsoft Tech Community.
- Local Study Groups: Connect with others studying for the AZ-104 exam.

4. Practice with Sample Questions

Familiarize yourself with the exam format by practicing with sample questions. Microsoft provides
practice tests, and many third-party platforms offer mock exams that simulate the real testing
environment.

5. Gain Hands-on Experience

Practical experience is crucial. Use the Azure free tier to:

- Create and manage virtual machines.
- Implement storage solutions.
- Configure and manage networking resources.

Key Skills for Azure Administrators

To excel in the AZ-104 exam and as an Azure Administrator, candidates should develop a variety of
key skills, including:

1. Azure Resource Management

Understanding how to deploy, manage, and monitor Azure resources effectively is fundamental.
Familiarity with Azure Resource Manager (ARM) templates and the Azure portal is essential.

2. Networking Knowledge

A solid grasp of Azure networking is vital. Key concepts include:

- Virtual Networks (VNets)
- Network Security Groups (NSGs)
- Azure Load Balancer and Application Gateway

3. Identity and Access Management

Knowledge of Azure AD and access management is crucial for securing resources. Skills include:



- Configuring users and groups
- Managing role-based access control (RBAC)

4. Security Best Practices

Understanding Azure security features and best practices helps protect resources. Familiarity with
Azure Security Center and implementing security policies is critical.

Benefits of Earning the AZ-104 Certification

Achieving the Microsoft Azure Administrator certification comes with several advantages:

- Career Advancement: Certified professionals are often preferred by employers, leading to better job
opportunities.

- Increased Earning Potential: Azure certifications can enhance your salary prospects.

- Recognition: Being certified validates your skills and knowledge, boosting your professional
credibility.

Conclusion

In summary, the Microsoft Azure Administrator Exam Ref AZ-104 is an essential certification for IT
professionals aiming to specialize in Azure administration. By understanding the exam structure,
preparing strategically, and acquiring the necessary skills, you can increase your chances of success.
As organizations continue to adopt cloud technologies, becoming an Azure Administrator not only
enhances your career prospects but also positions you as a valuable asset in the evolving IT
landscape.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main focus of the Microsoft Azure Administrator
Exam AZ-104?

The main focus of the Microsoft Azure Administrator Exam AZ-104 is to validate the skills required to
manage Azure subscriptions, implement storage solutions, manage virtual machines, configure virtual
networks, and secure identities.

What are the prerequisites for taking the AZ-104 exam?

While there are no formal prerequisites for the AZ-104 exam, it is recommended that candidates have
a foundational understanding of cloud concepts and some experience with Azure administration.



How is the AZ-104 exam structured in terms of question
types?

The AZ-104 exam consists of multiple-choice questions, case studies, and performance-based tasks
that evaluate a candidate's practical skills in Azure administration.

What resources are recommended for preparing for the
AZ-104 exam?

Recommended resources for preparing for the AZ-104 exam include the official Microsoft Learn
modules, practice tests, and study guides, as well as hands-on labs to gain practical experience.

What topics should candidates focus on while studying for the
AZ-104 exam?

Candidates should focus on topics such as managing Azure subscriptions, implementing storage
solutions, configuring virtual networks, managing identities, and monitoring Azure resources.

What is the passing score for the AZ-104 exam?

The passing score for the AZ-104 exam is typically 700 out of 1000, but this may vary as Microsoft
periodically updates their scoring methodology.
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