
mid south coliseum concert history

mid south coliseum concert history reflects a rich tapestry of live music performances and
cultural events that have shaped the entertainment landscape of Memphis, Tennessee. Since its
opening in 1963, the Mid-South Coliseum has been a premier venue attracting legendary artists
across various genres, from rock and roll to country, soul, and pop. This iconic arena not only hosted
unforgettable concerts but also witnessed historic moments in music history that resonate with fans
and historians alike. The venue’s legacy is intertwined with the evolution of live performances and the
growth of Memphis as a musical hub. This article delves into the notable concerts, landmark events,
and the cultural significance of the Mid-South Coliseum concert history. Explore the timeline of major
shows, the diversity of performers, and the venue’s role in the broader Mid-South entertainment
scene.
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Origins and Early Years of Mid-South Coliseum
The Mid-South Coliseum opened its doors in 1963 as a multi-purpose arena designed to host sporting
events, concerts, and other large-scale gatherings. Located in Memphis, Tennessee, the venue quickly
became a central hub for entertainment in the Mid-South region. Its seating capacity of approximately
10,000 made it suitable for both intimate and large concerts. Early on, the Coliseum established itself
as a preferred stop for touring musicians and promoters due to its strategic location and modern
facilities at the time.

Initial Concert Events and Growth
During the 1960s, Mid-South Coliseum began hosting a variety of concerts that helped build its
reputation. The venue welcomed rock and roll pioneers as well as rhythm and blues artists, reflecting
the rich musical heritage of Memphis. The early concert lineup laid the foundation for the Coliseum’s
ongoing appeal as a go-to location for live music events.

Architectural and Acoustic Features
The design of the Mid-South Coliseum included features aimed at enhancing the concert-going
experience. Its acoustics, seating arrangement, and stage setup were conducive to a wide range of



performances, from amplified rock shows to orchestral presentations. These attributes contributed to
the venue's ability to attract top-tier talent throughout its history.

Legendary Concerts and Performances
The Mid-South Coliseum concert history is marked by a series of legendary shows that have become
part of music lore. Many iconic artists chose this venue as part of their national tours, delivering
performances that are still celebrated by fans and critics.

Notable Artists and Landmark Shows
Artists such as Elvis Presley, The Rolling Stones, Led Zeppelin, and Bob Dylan performed at the Mid-
South Coliseum, each adding to its storied past. Elvis Presley, a Memphis native, brought a special
significance to the venue with several memorable concerts. The diversity of the lineup over the
decades—from rock legends to soul stars—demonstrates the Coliseum's versatility in hosting a broad
spectrum of musical acts.

Special Events and Historic Concerts
Beyond regular tour stops, the Mid-South Coliseum also hosted special events that drew national
attention. Benefit concerts, music festivals, and televised performances took place here, further
cementing the venue's importance in the live music industry. Some concerts became milestones in
the careers of the performers and contributed to the cultural fabric of Memphis.

Genres and Artists Featured at the Venue
The Mid-South Coliseum concert history showcases a wide range of musical genres, reflecting the
diverse tastes of its audiences. From rock and roll to country, soul, pop, and even classical music, the
Coliseum accommodated a rich variety of artists and styles.

Rock and Roll and Classic Rock
Rock music has played a pivotal role in the Coliseum’s concert lineup. Legendary rock bands and solo
artists performed here regularly, helping to popularize the genre in the region. The venue was a key
stop on many classic rock tours during the 1960s and 1970s.

Country and Southern Music
As part of the South, Memphis and the Mid-South Coliseum attracted significant country music talent.
Country legends and rising stars alike found an enthusiastic audience, making the venue a staple for
country music concerts and festivals.



Soul, R&B, and Blues
Reflecting Memphis’s deep roots in soul and blues, the venue frequently featured artists from these
genres. The Mid-South Coliseum was instrumental in bringing the sounds of Memphis soul to a wider
audience, hosting numerous performances by artists who shaped the genre’s history.

Other Genres and Diverse Acts
Over the years, the Coliseum also hosted pop stars, comedians, and other entertainers,
demonstrating its flexibility as an event space. This diversity contributed to the venue’s long-standing
popularity and relevance in the entertainment industry.

Impact on Memphis Music Culture
The Mid-South Coliseum concert history is inseparable from the broader music culture of Memphis.
The venue played a significant role in promoting live music, nurturing local talent, and attracting
national attention to the city’s vibrant music scene.

Supporting Local and Regional Artists
Many local and regional musicians used the Mid-South Coliseum as a platform to reach larger
audiences. This support helped cultivate Memphis’s reputation as a musical hotspot and fostered a
community of artists and fans.

Contribution to Memphis’s Cultural Identity
The concerts held at the Coliseum contributed to Memphis’s cultural identity by showcasing the city’s
musical diversity and history. The venue helped maintain Memphis’s legacy as a birthplace of
influential music genres like blues and rock and roll.

Economic and Social Influence
The influx of concertgoers and tourism related to events at the Coliseum had a positive economic
impact on Memphis. Additionally, the venue served as a social gathering place that brought together
people from different backgrounds through their shared love of music.

Recent Events and the Future of the Coliseum
While the Mid-South Coliseum faced periods of reduced activity and challenges over the years, recent
efforts have focused on revitalizing the venue and preserving its historical significance. Concert
history continues to be a vital part of ongoing discussions about its future.



Renovation and Preservation Efforts
Community leaders and preservationists have advocated for the renovation of the Coliseum to restore
its status as a premier concert venue. These efforts aim to balance modern upgrades with the
preservation of the venue’s historic character.

Contemporary Concerts and Events
The Coliseum has hosted a mix of contemporary concerts, sporting events, and community gatherings
in recent years. This continued use highlights its enduring value as an entertainment center in the
Mid-South region.

Prospects for Revival and Legacy
Plans to revitalize the Mid-South Coliseum include attracting new acts and expanding its role in
Memphis’s cultural and entertainment landscape. The venue’s concert history provides a strong
foundation for its revival and continued influence on live music in the area.
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Frequently Asked Questions

When was the Mid-South Coliseum opened?
The Mid-South Coliseum in Memphis, Tennessee, was opened in 1963.

What types of concerts were commonly held at the Mid-South
Coliseum?
The Mid-South Coliseum hosted a wide range of concerts including rock, pop, country, and soul music
performances.



Which famous rock band performed at the Mid-South
Coliseum in the 1960s?
The Beatles performed at the Mid-South Coliseum during their 1966 US tour.

Did Elvis Presley ever perform at the Mid-South Coliseum?
Yes, Elvis Presley performed multiple times at the Mid-South Coliseum during his career.

What made the Mid-South Coliseum a popular concert venue
in Memphis?
Its central location, large seating capacity, and excellent acoustics made the Mid-South Coliseum a
popular venue for concerts in Memphis.

Were there any notable music festivals held at the Mid-South
Coliseum?
Yes, various music festivals and special concert events were held at the Mid-South Coliseum
throughout its history.

When did the Mid-South Coliseum stop regularly hosting
concerts?
The Mid-South Coliseum gradually ceased hosting regular concerts in the late 1990s and early 2000s.

Is the Mid-South Coliseum still used for concerts today?
As of recent years, the Mid-South Coliseum has been largely closed and is not commonly used for
concerts, though there are ongoing efforts for its preservation and potential reopening.

Additional Resources
1. Echoes of the Mid-South Coliseum: A Musical Legacy
This book chronicles the rich history of the Mid-South Coliseum as one of Memphis's premier concert
venues. It highlights landmark performances and legendary artists who graced its stage from the
1960s through the 1990s. Filled with anecdotes, rare photos, and interviews, the book captures the
cultural impact of the venue on the Mid-South music scene.

2. Rockin’ the Mid-South: Concerts That Defined an Era
Focusing on the rock and roll acts that made the Mid-South Coliseum famous, this volume details
memorable tours and breakthrough performances. It explores how the venue helped launch careers
and became a beloved stop for touring bands. Fans and historians alike will appreciate the detailed
setlists, concert reviews, and behind-the-scenes stories.

3. Voices from the Coliseum: Stories of Music and Fans



This collection of firsthand accounts from musicians, concertgoers, and staff paints a vivid picture of
the Mid-South Coliseum experience. The book captures the energy, excitement, and community spirit
that surrounded concerts at the venue. Personal narratives bring to life the atmosphere that made the
Coliseum a cultural hub in Memphis.

4. Mid-South Coliseum: The Soundtrack of Memphis
Exploring the intersection of music and Memphis heritage, this book places the Coliseum within the
broader context of the city’s musical evolution. It examines genres ranging from blues and soul to
rock and country, showcasing how the venue reflected and influenced the region’s diverse sound. The
work is richly illustrated with archival materials and concert memorabilia.

5. Legends on Stage: Iconic Mid-South Coliseum Performances
Highlighting some of the most iconic concerts held at the Coliseum, this book profiles legendary
artists and unforgettable shows. From Elvis Presley to The Rolling Stones, it recounts the
performances that left an indelible mark on music history. The book serves as a tribute to the artists
and the venue that hosted them.

6. The Mid-South Coliseum: Behind the Curtain of Concert History
This investigative work delves into the operational side of the Coliseum, revealing how concerts were
organized and produced. Interviews with promoters, crew members, and venue managers provide a
unique perspective on the challenges and triumphs behind the scenes. The book offers insight into
the business and logistics of live music in a mid-sized American city.

7. From Vinyl to Live: The Mid-South Coliseum’s Musical Journey
Tracing the evolution of music consumption and concert culture, this book focuses on the Coliseum’s
role in bridging the gap between recorded music and live performances. It discusses how changing
technology and audience tastes influenced the types of shows hosted. The narrative is enriched with
stories of fan experiences and technological innovations.

8. Mid-South Coliseum: A Photographic History of Concerts
A visual celebration of the Mid-South Coliseum’s concert history, this book features hundreds of
photographs capturing performances, crowds, and backstage moments. The images are accompanied
by informative captions and short essays that contextualize the photos within the venue’s timeline.
This book is perfect for fans and historians interested in the visual culture of live music.

9. Soundwaves of Memphis: The Mid-South Coliseum Story
This comprehensive history covers the rise, heyday, and eventual decline of the Mid-South Coliseum
as a concert venue. It situates the Coliseum within Memphis’s broader cultural and economic
changes, explaining how it reflected the city’s dynamic music scene. The book combines historical
research with personal stories to provide a full picture of the venue’s significance.
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