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Microsoft SQL Server 2012 70-461 is a pivotal certification exam for database
professionals aiming to demonstrate their expertise in querying Microsoft SQL Server 2012.
This exam, part of the Microsoft Certified Solutions Associate (MCSA) track, validates a
candidate's ability to write queries, manage data, and analyze data efficiently. In this
article, we will delve into the specifics of the 70-461 exam, the topics covered, preparation
strategies, and the significance of this certification in the contemporary job market.

Understanding Microsoft SQL Server 2012

Microsoft SQL Server 2012 is a relational database management system developed by
Microsoft. It provides a robust platform for data management, including a range of tools
and features designed to facilitate data analytics, reporting, and business intelligence. SQL
Server is widely used across various industries, making proficiency in this technology a
valuable asset for IT professionals.

Key Features of SQL Server 2012

Some of the notable features of SQL Server 2012 include:

- AlwaysOn Availability Groups: Enhances database availability and disaster recovery.
- Columnstore Indexes: Improves query performance for analytical workloads.
- SQL Server Data Tools (SSDT): Provides a unified environment for database development.
- Power View: A data visualization tool that helps in creating interactive reports.
- Enhanced security features: Including row-level security and new auditing capabilities.

Overview of the 70-461 Exam

The Microsoft SQL Server 2012 70-461 exam, titled "Querying Microsoft SQL Server 2012,"
is designed for database developers and data professionals who need to demonstrate their
ability to write queries and manipulate data. Passing this exam is a critical step towards
achieving the MCSA certification in SQL Server 2012.

Exam Objectives

The 70-461 exam covers a variety of topics, each aimed at assessing different aspects of
SQL querying and data management. The major objectives include:

1. Understanding the SQL Server architecture: Knowledge of SQL Server components and
services.



2. Querying data using T-SQL: Writing SELECT statements, filtering data, and using
functions.
3. Modifying data: Inserting, updating, and deleting records in SQL Server databases.
4. Using subqueries and joins: Implementing complex queries to retrieve data from multiple
tables.
5. Working with functions: Utilizing built-in functions to manipulate data effectively.
6. Implementing error handling and transactions: Managing errors and ensuring data
integrity.

Exam Format and Details

- Number of Questions: Approximately 40-60 questions.
- Question Types: Multiple-choice, drag-and-drop, and simulation questions.
- Time Limit: 120 minutes to complete the exam.
- Passing Score: Typically, a score of 700 out of 1000 is required to pass, though this may
vary.

Preparation Strategies for 70-461

Preparing for the 70-461 exam requires a strategic approach, combining theoretical
knowledge with practical experience. Here are some effective preparation strategies:

1. Review the Exam Skills Measured

Understanding the skills measured by the exam is crucial. Microsoft provides a detailed
outline of the skills assessed in the 70-461 exam, which can help you focus your study
efforts on the most relevant topics.

2. Utilize Official Microsoft Learning Resources

Microsoft offers a range of official learning resources, including:

- Microsoft Press Books: These books provide comprehensive coverage of SQL Server 2012
and include practice questions.
- Online Courses: Microsoft Learning and other platforms offer courses specifically designed
for SQL Server 2012.

3. Hands-on Practice

Practical experience is vital for success in the 70-461 exam. Set up a SQL Server 2012
environment, and practice writing queries, modifying data, and implementing various



database operations. Consider the following:

- Create sample databases and tables.
- Write and execute various SQL queries.
- Experiment with different data manipulation techniques.

4. Join Study Groups and Forums

Engaging with peers can enhance your understanding of complex topics. Consider joining
online study groups or forums such as:

- Microsoft Tech Community
- SQL Server Central
- Stack Overflow

These platforms allow you to ask questions, share knowledge, and find study partners.

5. Take Practice Exams

Practice exams are an excellent way to assess your readiness. They can help you become
familiar with the exam format and identify areas where you need to improve. Many
resources, including books and online courses, offer practice questions tailored to the
70-461 exam.

Benefits of Earning the 70-461 Certification

Achieving the Microsoft SQL Server 2012 70-461 certification brings several benefits, both
personally and professionally.

1. Career Advancement

The demand for SQL Server professionals continues to grow. Earning this certification can
open doors to new job opportunities and promotions within your organization.

2. Enhanced Skill Set

Preparing for the 70-461 exam allows you to deepen your understanding of SQL Server and
data querying techniques. This enhanced skill set is invaluable in your current role and
future endeavors.



3. Recognition of Expertise

Certification serves as a formal recognition of your knowledge and skills in SQL Server. This
acknowledgment can boost your confidence and credibility among peers and employers.

Conclusion

In summary, the Microsoft SQL Server 2012 70-461 exam is a crucial step for
professionals looking to establish their expertise in querying SQL Server databases. By
understanding the exam objectives, utilizing effective preparation strategies, and
recognizing the benefits of certification, candidates can enhance their career prospects and
establish themselves as skilled database professionals. Whether you're just starting your
career or looking to advance, the 70-461 certification can provide the knowledge and
recognition needed to succeed in the ever-evolving field of data management.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the focus of the Microsoft SQL Server 2012
70-461 exam?
The Microsoft SQL Server 2012 70-461 exam primarily tests candidates on their ability to
query SQL Server databases using Transact-SQL.

What are the main topics covered in the 70-461 exam?
The main topics include querying data, modifying data, working with built-in functions, and
managing database objects.

What types of questions can candidates expect in the
70-461 exam?
Candidates can expect multiple-choice questions, case studies, and practical scenarios that
test their ability to write and optimize SQL queries.

What is the recommended study material for the 70-461
exam?
Recommended study materials include Microsoft's official documentation, online training
courses, and practice exams specifically designed for the 70-461 certification.

How can candidates best prepare for the 70-461 exam?
Candidates can prepare by practicing SQL queries in a hands-on environment, reviewing



sample questions, and participating in study groups or forums.

What is the passing score for the Microsoft SQL Server
2012 70-461 exam?
The passing score for the 70-461 exam is typically 700 out of 1000, but this can vary
slightly based on the exam version and adjustments made by Microsoft.
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