
michael jackson remember the time
michael jackson remember the time is a classic song that stands out as one of the most
memorable hits in the legendary artist's career. Released in 1992, this track captures the essence of
Michael Jackson's innovative style and musical genius during the height of his popularity. The song is
not only significant for its catchy rhythm and smooth vocals but also for its groundbreaking music
video that showcased a blend of storytelling, choreography, and cinematic artistry. This article
explores the background, musical elements, and cultural impact of "Remember the Time," along with
a detailed look at its iconic music video and legacy. Whether revisiting the song or discovering its
depth for the first time, this comprehensive overview highlights why "Michael Jackson Remember the
Time" remains a pivotal piece in pop music history.
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Background and Release
"Michael Jackson Remember the Time" was released as the second single from his album Dangerous
in 1992. The album marked a new creative direction for Jackson, blending new jack swing with his
signature pop and R&B sound. The song was written by Teddy Riley, Michael Jackson, and Bernard
Belle, combining their talents to create a memorable track that resonated with fans worldwide. Its
release followed the success of "Black or White," continuing the momentum of the album. "Remember
the Time" was recorded at a time when Michael Jackson was exploring more mature and sophisticated
themes, which are evident in the song's lyrics and production.

Songwriting and Production
The collaboration behind the song brought together Teddy Riley's innovative new jack swing style
with Jackson's distinct vocal delivery. The production features a smooth blend of percussion,
keyboards, and layered harmonies, creating a sensual yet rhythmic soundscape. The lyrics focus on
reminiscing about a past romantic relationship, a theme that Jackson approached with emotional
depth and subtlety. This song’s production quality and songwriting craftsmanship contributed
significantly to its appeal and longevity in Jackson's catalog.



Release Context
Released during the early 1990s, "Remember the Time" arrived at a moment when Michael Jackson
was solidifying his status as the King of Pop with the Dangerous album. The song's release was
accompanied by a high-profile music video and was promoted worldwide, ensuring it reached a broad
audience. The track's smooth groove and romantic theme contrasted with some of the more socially
conscious songs on the album, showcasing Jackson’s versatility as an artist.

Musical Composition and Style
The musical structure of "Michael Jackson Remember the Time" is a masterful example of early 90s
R&B infused with new jack swing elements. The song features a mid-tempo beat, layered
synthesizers, and intricate vocal harmonies that create a lush and inviting atmosphere. Jackson's
vocal performance is both smooth and emotive, emphasizing the nostalgic and romantic lyrics.

Instrumentation and Arrangement
The song’s arrangement is characterized by:

A prominent, steady drumbeat typical of new jack swing

Syncopated bass lines that add groove

Use of keyboard stabs and synthesized melodies

Background vocal harmonies that enrich the texture

These elements combine to create a sophisticated yet accessible sound that was innovative for its
time and remains influential in contemporary R&B production.

Vocal Performance and Lyrics
Michael Jackson's vocal delivery in "Remember the Time" is both tender and expressive, highlighting
his ability to convey emotion through nuanced phrasing. The lyrics reflect on a past romantic
relationship, inviting the listener to recall joyful moments and shared intimacy. Themes of love,
memory, and wistfulness are central, making the song relatable and timeless.

The Iconic Music Video
One of the most notable aspects of "Michael Jackson Remember the Time" is its groundbreaking
music video, which premiered alongside the single. The video is set in ancient Egypt and features
elaborate costumes, choreography, and storytelling that elevate the song’s themes visually. It was
directed by John Singleton, known for his cinematic approach, and remains one of the most
celebrated music videos in Michael Jackson's career.



Concept and Storyline
The video tells a romantic and mystical story set in a lavish Egyptian palace, where Michael Jackson
plays a magician who captivates a queen and her court. The narrative unfolds with intricate dance
sequences and special effects, portraying themes of love, enchantment, and memory. The video’s
lavish production values and attention to detail added new dimensions to the song’s impact.

Choreography and Visual Effects
The choreography in the video is a highlight, featuring synchronized dance routines with Jackson and
a troupe of dancers. The blend of traditional African and Egyptian-inspired dance moves with
Jackson’s signature style created a visually captivating spectacle. Advanced visual effects for the time
were used to enhance the magical elements, such as transformations and illusions that
complemented the song's mystical vibe.

Reception and Chart Performance
"Michael Jackson Remember the Time" received widespread acclaim from music critics and fans alike.
The song was praised for its production, vocal performance, and innovative video. Commercially, it
performed strongly on various international charts, solidifying its status as a major hit from the
Dangerous album.

Chart Rankings
The single achieved impressive positions on charts worldwide, including:

Top 10 placements on the Billboard Hot 100

High rankings on the UK Singles Chart

Strong performance on R&B and dance charts

Significant airplay on pop and urban radio stations

These achievements reflect the song’s broad appeal and commercial success during the early 1990s.

Critical Acclaim
Critics highlighted "Remember the Time" for its sophisticated production and Jackson's vocal maturity.
The song was noted for its smooth blend of genres and its evocative lyrical content. The music video
also received accolades for its creativity and artistic vision, further enhancing the song’s reputation.



Cultural Impact and Legacy
Over the decades, "Michael Jackson Remember the Time" has maintained its status as a beloved
classic in the pop and R&B genres. Its influence can be seen in contemporary music, fashion, and
visual storytelling. The song and its video have inspired numerous artists and continue to be
celebrated in popular culture.

Influence on Music and Artists
The fusion of new jack swing with pop sensibilities in "Remember the Time" set a precedent for many
artists who followed. Its production techniques and vocal styling have been emulated and referenced
in various works by prominent musicians. The song remains a touchstone for quality and innovation in
the genre.

Enduring Popularity
More than two decades after its release, "Michael Jackson Remember the Time" continues to enjoy
airplay and streaming popularity. It is frequently included in Michael Jackson’s greatest hits
compilations and tribute performances. Fans and new listeners alike appreciate the timeless quality of
the song and its ability to evoke nostalgia.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the song 'Remember the Time' by Michael Jackson
about?
"Remember the Time" is a song by Michael Jackson that reminisces about a past romantic
relationship, highlighting fond memories and the desire to rekindle the love.

When was Michael Jackson's 'Remember the Time' released?
"Remember the Time" was released on January 14, 1992, as the second single from Michael Jackson's
album 'Dangerous.'

Who directed the music video for 'Remember the Time'?
The music video for "Remember the Time" was directed by John Singleton, known for its elaborate
Egyptian-themed storyline and choreography.

What is significant about the 'Remember the Time' music
video?
The music video is notable for its high production value, star-studded cast including Eddie Murphy and
Iman, and its depiction of an ancient Egyptian setting, making it one of Michael Jackson's most



memorable videos.

Did 'Remember the Time' achieve commercial success?
Yes, 'Remember the Time' was commercially successful, reaching the top 10 in multiple countries and
peaking at number 3 on the US Billboard Hot 100 chart.

Who were the writers and producers of 'Remember the Time'?
Michael Jackson co-wrote 'Remember the Time' with Teddy Riley, who also produced the track,
blending R&B and new jack swing elements.

Has 'Remember the Time' been performed live by Michael
Jackson?
Michael Jackson performed 'Remember the Time' during several of his tours, including the Dangerous
World Tour, where it was featured with dynamic choreography and stage effects.

Additional Resources
1. Remember the Time: Michael Jackson's Cultural Impact
This book explores the profound influence Michael Jackson had on music, dance, and pop culture, with
a special focus on the era around his hit "Remember the Time." It delves into the song's innovative
music video, which blended music with cinematic storytelling and Egyptian themes. Readers gain
insight into how this track helped redefine the boundaries of pop entertainment in the early 1990s.

2. Michael Jackson: The King of Pop and His Timeless Hits
A comprehensive biography that covers Michael Jackson’s career highlights, including the making and
significance of "Remember the Time." The book analyzes the artistic and social contexts of his work,
illustrating why his music continues to resonate worldwide. It also discusses his collaborations with
other artists and his lasting legacy.

3. Remember the Time: Behind the Scenes of Michael Jackson’s Iconic Music Videos
Focusing on the production and creative processes behind Michael Jackson’s most famous videos, this
book offers an in-depth look at "Remember the Time." It includes interviews with directors,
choreographers, and dancers who brought the Egyptian-themed video to life. The book provides rare
photos and anecdotes revealing the challenges and innovations during filming.

4. Michael Jackson and the Evolution of Pop Music
This book traces the evolution of pop music through the lens of Michael Jackson’s career, highlighting
how "Remember the Time" marked a pivotal moment in blending R&B with mainstream pop. It
discusses how Jackson’s musical experimentation influenced future generations of artists. The
narrative also covers the technological advancements in music production introduced during his era.

5. The Art of Michael Jackson: Music, Dance, and Visual Storytelling
An artistic exploration of Michael Jackson's creative genius, focusing on how "Remember the Time"
exemplifies his unique blend of music, dance, and visual narrative. The book examines his
choreography, costume design, and use of mythology in crafting compelling performances. It offers a



critical perspective on his contributions to performance art.

6. Remember the Time: Michael Jackson’s Influence on Fashion and Style
This book investigates how Michael Jackson’s style, particularly in the "Remember the Time" era, set
trends in fashion and pop culture. It details his iconic looks and how they were inspired by ancient
Egyptian motifs and contemporary urban fashion. The book also highlights how his style choices
continue to inspire designers and fans.

7. Michael Jackson’s Music Videos: A New Era of Visual Innovation
Analyzing the groundbreaking music videos of Michael Jackson, this book focuses on "Remember the
Time" as a turning point in music video production. It discusses the integration of narrative, special
effects, and choreography that elevated music videos to short film status. The book provides a
timeline of his video works and their cultural significance.

8. Remember the Time and the 1990s Pop Revolution
This book places "Remember the Time" within the broader context of 1990s pop music, examining
how Michael Jackson helped shape the decade’s sound and style. It covers the competitive music
scene of the time and Jackson’s role in influencing artists across genres. Insights into marketing
strategies and fan culture during the 90s are also included.

9. Michael Jackson: The Man Behind the Music
A personal and reflective biography that sheds light on the life of Michael Jackson beyond his public
persona, with references to the period when "Remember the Time" was released. The book explores
his creative process, personal struggles, and the motivations behind his work. It aims to provide a
holistic view of the artist’s life and legacy.
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