
meeting jesus again for the first time

meeting jesus again for the first time is a profound spiritual experience that many
believers seek throughout their faith journey. This concept involves encountering Jesus
Christ in a new and transformative way, deepening one’s understanding and relationship
with Him beyond the initial conversion. It reflects a renewal of faith, a fresh perspective,
and an awakening to the living presence of Christ in daily life. Exploring this theme invites
believers to rediscover the gospel message and the personal impact of Jesus’ love, grace,
and truth. This article delves into the meaning of meeting Jesus again for the first time,
the biblical foundations for such encounters, and practical steps to cultivate this renewed
relationship. Additionally, it examines the transformative outcomes of this experience and
how it shapes Christian living.
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The Meaning of Meeting Jesus Again for the First
Time
Meeting Jesus again for the first time refers to a spiritual renewal where a believer
experiences Christ in a fresh and deeply personal manner. This is not about initial
salvation but rather rediscovering the presence and power of Jesus in one’s life. It often
involves a shift in perception, where familiar teachings and truths become vibrant and
impactful anew. This renewed encounter can lead to greater intimacy with Christ,
heightened awareness of His work, and a rekindled passion for faith.

Understanding Spiritual Renewal
Spiritual renewal is the process by which believers awaken to the ongoing work of the
Holy Spirit, allowing them to see Jesus and His gospel in a new light. This renewal can be
sparked by various life circumstances, biblical study, prayer, or worship experiences. It
emphasizes that faith is not static but dynamic, growing deeper and more meaningful over
time.



Difference from Initial Conversion
While conversion marks the beginning of a Christian’s relationship with Jesus, meeting
Jesus again for the first time is about a revitalization within that relationship. It can occur
years after conversion and involves a fresh awareness and encounter that transforms how
one lives and understands faith. This experience often results in renewed commitment and
joy in following Christ.

Biblical Foundations for a Renewed Encounter
with Christ
The Bible provides numerous examples and teachings that support the concept of
encountering Jesus anew. Scripture encourages believers to continually seek a deeper
knowledge of Christ, to be transformed by the renewing of their minds, and to experience
God’s grace in fresh ways throughout their lives.

Examples of Renewed Encounters in Scripture
Several biblical figures experienced profound encounters with Jesus that transformed
their lives anew:

Peter’s Restoration: After denying Jesus, Peter’s restoration (John 21)
demonstrates a renewed meeting that reaffirms his calling and relationship.

The Apostle Paul’s Conversion: Although an initial encounter, Paul’s dramatic
meeting with Jesus on the road to Damascus (Acts 9) illustrates how a fresh
encounter can radically change one’s life trajectory.

The Disciples on the Road to Emmaus: In Luke 24, the disciples recognize Jesus
anew through scripture and fellowship, highlighting how Christ continually reveals
Himself.

Scriptural Encouragement for Renewal
Key biblical passages emphasize the importance of continual renewal in Christ:

Romans 12:2 – “Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the
renewal of your mind.”

2 Corinthians 5:17 – “If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation.”

Philippians 3:10 – Paul’s desire to “know Christ… and the power of his
resurrection.”



Practical Ways to Experience Meeting Jesus Again
Experiencing meeting Jesus again for the first time requires intentional spiritual practices
and openness to God’s work. These practical steps encourage believers to cultivate an
environment where renewal can occur.

Engaging Deeply with Scripture
Studying the Bible with a heart ready to receive new insights can lead to fresh encounters
with Jesus. Meditation on Jesus’ life, teachings, and promises helps believers see Him
more clearly and personally.

Prayer and Reflection
Prayer is a vital avenue for communicating with God and inviting His presence. Reflective
prayer, including confession, thanksgiving, and listening, fosters a deeper connection with
Jesus and opens the door for renewed experiences.

Worship and Fellowship
Participating in worship and community strengthens faith and facilitates encounters with
Christ. Corporate worship can heighten awareness of Jesus’ presence, while fellowship
provides encouragement and accountability.

Serving Others in Christ’s Name
Serving others is a practical expression of encountering Jesus again. Acts of love and
compassion reflect Christ’s heart and often deepen one’s experience of His life within.

The Transformative Power of a Fresh Encounter
with Jesus
Meeting Jesus again for the first time has the power to profoundly change a believer’s life.
This renewed encounter influences attitudes, behaviors, and spiritual vitality, often
resulting in marked transformation.

Renewed Purpose and Direction
Experiencing Jesus anew often clarifies life’s purpose and motivates a believer to pursue
God’s will more passionately. A fresh sense of calling and mission can emerge, aligning
daily living with Christ’s priorities.



Increased Spiritual Intimacy
This renewed meeting enhances intimacy with Jesus, fostering a deeper love and trust.
Believers often experience greater peace, joy, and assurance as they recognize Jesus’
ongoing presence.

Empowerment for Christian Living
The encounter energizes believers to live out their faith boldly and authentically. It
strengthens resilience against challenges and inspires a lifestyle reflective of Christ’s
character.

Impact on Christian Life and Spiritual Growth
Ultimately, meeting Jesus again for the first time plays a crucial role in ongoing spiritual
growth and maturity. It encourages continual transformation and a vibrant faith life.

Continuous Growth and Transformation
This renewed encounter is often the catalyst for ongoing sanctification, enabling believers
to increasingly reflect Christ in their thoughts, words, and actions. It promotes a lifelong
journey of spiritual development.

Encouragement for Perseverance
Experiencing Jesus anew provides encouragement to persevere through trials and doubts.
It reassures believers of God’s faithfulness and presence, empowering them to remain
steadfast.

Fostering a Witnessing Lifestyle
Renewed encounters with Jesus inspire believers to share their faith more effectively. The
transformed life becomes a testimony to others, drawing them toward Christ.

Engage regularly with scripture and prayer to invite renewal.1.

Participate actively in worship and Christian community.2.

Serve others to express Christ’s love tangibly.3.

Reflect on personal faith journey and seek God’s guidance.4.

Embrace transformation as a continual process.5.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Meeting Jesus Again for the
First Time'?
The main theme is rediscovering the person of Jesus Christ and deepening one's faith by
encountering Him in a fresh, transformative way.

Who is the author of 'Meeting Jesus Again for the First
Time'?
The book is authored by Marcus J. Borg, a renowned theologian and scholar of the
historical Jesus.

How does 'Meeting Jesus Again for the First Time' differ
from traditional Christian teachings?
It emphasizes a more historical and spiritual understanding of Jesus, focusing on his
human experience and teachings rather than solely on doctrinal interpretations.

What does Marcus Borg mean by 'meeting Jesus again
for the first time'?
He means encountering Jesus anew beyond preconceived notions, allowing for a fresh and
personal relationship with Him.

Is 'Meeting Jesus Again for the First Time' suitable for
non-Christians?
Yes, the book offers insights into the historical Jesus that can be appreciated by both
Christians and non-Christians interested in spirituality and religious history.

What impact does reading 'Meeting Jesus Again for the
First Time' have on a reader's faith?
Many readers report a deepening of their faith and a more compassionate understanding
of Jesus' message.

Does the book address the resurrection of Jesus?
Yes, Marcus Borg discusses the resurrection in a way that explores its spiritual and
metaphorical significance rather than just literal interpretation.



What kind of sources does Marcus Borg use in the
book?
He draws on historical texts, biblical scholarship, and contemporary theological insights to
present a well-rounded view of Jesus.

Can 'Meeting Jesus Again for the First Time' be used in
Bible study groups?
Absolutely, it is often recommended for group discussions because it challenges readers to
think critically about their faith.

Where can I find additional resources related to
'Meeting Jesus Again for the First Time'?
Additional resources include Marcus Borg’s other writings, lectures, and online
discussions available through theological seminaries and Christian study websites.

Additional Resources
1. Meeting Jesus Again for the First Time by Marcus J. Borg
This book explores the historical and spiritual Jesus, inviting readers to rediscover Jesus
through a contemporary lens. Borg challenges traditional views and encourages a fresh,
transformative encounter with Jesus. It blends biblical scholarship with personal
reflection, making it accessible for both believers and seekers.

2. Jesus: A New Vision by Marcus J. Borg
In this book, Borg presents a compelling portrait of Jesus as a revolutionary teacher and a
deeply spiritual figure. He emphasizes Jesus’ message of compassion, justice, and peace,
inviting readers to experience Jesus anew. The book offers insights that challenge
conventional Christian doctrines and inspire renewed faith.

3. The Jesus I Never Knew by Philip Yancey
Yancey takes readers on a journey to uncover the real Jesus behind cultural stereotypes
and religious clichés. Through thoughtful storytelling and biblical exploration, he reveals a
more intimate and relatable Jesus. The book encourages readers to develop a deeper,
more personal relationship with Christ.

4. Simply Jesus: A New Vision of Who He Was, What He Did, and Why He Matters by N. T.
Wright
Wright offers a fresh and accessible understanding of Jesus' life and mission. He places
Jesus within his first-century context, clarifying his teachings and their significance. The
book helps readers meet Jesus in a way that is both intellectually satisfying and spiritually
enriching.

5. Jesus Through Middle Eastern Eyes by Kenneth E. Bailey
Bailey provides cultural and historical insights that illuminate Jesus’ parables and
teachings. By understanding the Middle Eastern context, readers gain a new appreciation



for Jesus’ message and methods. This book invites a deeper and more authentic encounter
with Jesus.

6. Forgotten God: Reversing Our Tragic Neglect of the Holy Spirit by Francis Chan
While focusing on the Holy Spirit, this book also reintroduces readers to the power and
presence of Jesus in their lives. Chan challenges believers to experience Jesus in a vibrant,
life-changing way. It’s a call to rediscover the dynamic relationship with Christ that
transforms faith.

7. The Return of the Prodigal Son: A Story of Homecoming by Henri J.M. Nouwen
Inspired by Rembrandt’s painting, Nouwen reflects on the parable of the prodigal son as a
metaphor for encountering Jesus. The book explores themes of forgiveness, grace, and the
unconditional love of Christ. It invites readers to meet Jesus anew through the lens of
compassion and acceptance.

8. Jesus Calling: Enjoying Peace in His Presence by Sarah Young
Written as daily devotionals, this book offers readers a chance to hear Jesus’ voice in a
personal and comforting way. Young’s reflections help believers reconnect with Jesus
amidst life’s challenges. The gentle tone encourages a daily, intimate meeting with Christ.

9. Radical: Taking Back Your Faith from the American Dream by David Platt
Platt challenges readers to reconsider their faith in light of Jesus’ radical call to
discipleship. The book inspires a transformative encounter with Jesus that goes beyond
cultural Christianity. It calls for a renewed commitment to living out the teachings of
Christ authentically and boldly.
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