mee bar exam subjects

mee bar exam subjects are a critical component of the Multistate Essay Examination (MEE), a key
part of the Uniform Bar Examination (UBE). Understanding which subjects are covered on the MEE is
essential for effective preparation and success on the bar exam. This article provides a
comprehensive overview of the MEE bar exam subjects, highlighting the most frequently tested topics
and offering insights into the exam’s structure. In addition, it discusses strategies to approach these
subjects and maximize performance. This detailed guide is designed to help law graduates, bar exam
candidates, and legal educators grasp the core areas tested by the MEE and tailor their study plans
accordingly. The following sections will explore the list of MEE subjects, explain the importance of
each, and provide useful study tips for exam day.
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Overview of MEE Bar Exam Subjects

The Multistate Essay Examination covers a variety of legal subjects to assess a candidate's ability to
apply legal principles in essay format. The MEE is administered as part of the Uniform Bar
Examination in most U.S. jurisdictions. Each exam session includes six essay questions, which can
test one or more subjects. The subjects tested on the MEE are drawn from a standardized list
established by the National Conference of Bar Examiners (NCBE). These subjects reflect foundational
areas of law that are critical for entry-level legal practice. Familiarity with this list is essential for any
candidate planning their bar exam study schedule.

Purpose and Structure of the MEE

The MEE is designed to evaluate a candidate's ability to communicate effectively in writing and to
demonstrate knowledge of substantive law. Each essay question requires candidates to analyze fact
patterns, identify relevant issues, and apply legal rules clearly and logically. The exam lasts for three
hours and includes six 30-minute essay questions. The subjects tested vary with each administration,
but certain topics appear regularly, making it important to prioritize study time accordingly.



List of Recognized MEE Subjects

The NCBE recognizes the following subjects as potential MEE topics:

e Business Associations (Agency and Partnership; Corporations and Limited Liability Companies)
¢ Conflict of Laws
e Constitutional Law

¢ Contracts

Criminal Law and Procedure

Evidence

Family Law

Real Property

Torts

e Trusts and Estates (Decedents' Estates; Trusts and Future Interests)

While these categories encompass the majority of questions, the NCBE may include questions that
blend topics or test narrower subfields within these subjects.

Core Subjects Frequently Tested on the MEE

Some MEE bar exam subjects appear more frequently and carry significant weight in exam
preparation. These core subjects represent foundational legal principles essential to a practicing
attorney’s skill set. Mastery of these topics often correlates strongly with success on the MEE.

Contracts

Contracts is one of the most tested subjects on the MEE. Questions typically focus on contract
formation, performance, breach, defenses, and remedies. Candidates should expect to analyze fact
patterns involving offer and acceptance, consideration, the Statute of Frauds, and third-party rights.

Torts

The subject of Torts frequently appears on the MEE and includes intentional torts, negligence, strict
liability, and defenses. Candidates must be prepared to apply legal doctrines to diverse scenarios
involving personal injury, property damage, and liability issues.



Real Property

Real Property questions often test ownership rights, landlord-tenant law, mortgages, and land use
regulations. Understanding concepts such as estates, future interests, and conveyancing is critical for
answering these essay questions effectively.

Evidence

Evidence is a key subject that examines the admissibility of evidence, relevance, hearsay rules,
privileges, and witness competency. Clear knowledge of the Federal Rules of Evidence or applicable
state rules is necessary to tackle these questions confidently.

Business Associations

This subject covers agency, partnership, corporations, and limited liability companies. Questions may
focus on fiduciary duties, formation, management, and dissolution of business entities, requiring
candidates to understand both statutory and common law principles.

Less Commonly Tested but Important MEE Subjects

In addition to the core subjects, several other MEE bar exam subjects appear less frequently but
remain important for a well-rounded understanding of the law. Candidates should allocate study time
to these areas as they can be included in any test administration.

Constitutional Law

Constitutional Law questions typically address individual rights, separation of powers, and judicial
review. While less frequent than some other subjects, these questions require precise application of
constitutional principles and case law.

Criminal Law and Procedure

This subject covers the elements of crimes, defenses, and procedural rules governing criminal
prosecutions. Candidates should be familiar with both substantive crimes and procedural safeguards
such as due process and search and seizure.

Family Law

Family Law questions may involve marriage, divorce, child custody, and support issues. Although not
tested as regularly, this subject requires understanding of statutory schemes and equitable doctrines.



Trusts and Estates

This area includes topics such as wills, intestacy, trusts, and future interests. Candidates should be
able to analyze issues relating to estate planning, administration, and the rights of beneficiaries.

Conflict of Laws

Conflict of Laws involves determining which jurisdiction’s law applies in multi-state disputes. This
subject is less common but tests important analytical skills in resolving choice-of-law issues.

Strategies for Mastering MEE Bar Exam Subjects

Effective preparation for the MEE requires a strategic approach that targets the tested subjects and
hones essay-writing skills. Understanding the nuances of each subject and practicing timed essays
are crucial elements of success.

Prioritize High-Value Subjects

Given the frequency with which certain subjects appear on the MEE, candidates should prioritize
studying Contracts, Torts, Real Property, Evidence, and Business Associations. Focusing on these
areas first ensures coverage of the most commonly tested material.

Practice Issue Spotting and Analysis

Developing the ability to quickly identify legal issues in a fact pattern is essential. Regular practice
with past MEE questions helps build this skill, enabling candidates to write clear and well-organized
essays under time constraints.

Use Model Answers and Grading Guidelines

Studying model answers and examiners’ grading criteria provides insight into what is expected in
responses. This practice helps candidates align their writing style and content with the standards
used by graders.

Integrate Subject Matter with Writing Skills

Mastering MEE bar exam subjects is not only about knowing the law but also about effectively
communicating it. Candidates should work on concise, coherent writing that directly addresses the
question and supports conclusions with applicable legal rules.



Tips for Efficient Study and Exam Day Preparation

Maximizing study efficiency and staying composed on exam day are vital to performing well on the
MEE. The following tips can help candidates optimize their preparation and test-taking experience.

Create a Structured Study Plan

Organize study time to cover all MEE bar exam subjects methodically. Allocate more time to
challenging areas and include regular essay practice sessions to reinforce learning.

Simulate Exam Conditions

Practice writing essays within the 30-minute time limit to build stamina and time management skills.
Simulating exam conditions helps reduce anxiety and improves performance under pressure.

Review and Learn from Mistakes

Analyze graded practice essays to identify areas of weakness. Focus on improving issue spotting, rule
application, and writing clarity based on feedback.

Stay Updated on Exam Policies

Remain informed about any changes in MEE bar exam subjects or testing procedures by consulting
official announcements from the National Conference of Bar Examiners and state bar authorities.

Maintain Health and Well-Being

Proper rest, nutrition, and stress management contribute to optimal cognitive function during study
and on exam day. Candidates should incorporate self-care practices to sustain focus and energy.

Frequently Asked Questions

What subjects are tested on the MEE bar exam?

The MEE (Multistate Essay Examination) tests a variety of subjects, including Business Associations,
Civil Procedure, Conflict of Laws, Constitutional Law, Contracts, Criminal Law and Procedure,
Evidence, Family Law, Real Property, Torts, Trusts and Estates, and Uniform Commercial Code (UCC).

How many subjects are covered in the MEE portion of the bar



exam?

The MEE typically covers up to 12 subjects, but the exact subjects tested can vary from one exam
administration to another.

Is Evidence tested on the MEE bar exam?

Yes, Evidence is one of the subjects commonly tested on the MEE portion of the bar exam.

Are subjects like Professional Responsibility included in the
MEE?

Professional Responsibility is usually tested separately on the Multistate Professional Responsibility
Examination (MPRE) and sometimes as a one-hour essay, but it is not a core subject on the MEE
essays.

How should | prioritize studying MEE subjects for the bar
exam?

Focus on subjects most frequently tested such as Contracts, Torts, Constitutional Law, and Criminal
Law, while also covering less frequent subjects like Trusts and Estates and Conflict of Laws to ensure
broad preparedness.

Does the MEE test Uniform Commercial Code (UCC) topics?

Yes, the MEE often includes questions related to the UCC, particularly Articles 2 (Sales) and 9
(Secured Transactions).

Are state-specific laws tested on the MEE?

No, the MEE tests general principles of law that apply across states, not state-specific statutes or
rules.

Can the MEE test multiple subjects in one essay question?

Yes, MEE essay questions often integrate multiple legal subjects, requiring examinees to demonstrate
knowledge across different areas of law.

How many essay questions are on the MEE portion of the bar
exam?

The MEE typically consists of six essay questions, each requiring answers that may cover different
subjects.
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