measuring penny by loreen leedy

Measuring Penny is an engaging children's book by Loreen Leedy that
introduces young readers to the concepts of measurement and comparison
through the eyes of a relatable character, Penny. This delightful story not
only captures the imagination of children but also serves as a valuable
educational tool. In this article, we will explore the themes, characters,
and educational elements of Measuring Penny, along with practical activities
that can enhance the learning experience for young readers.

Overview of the Book

Measuring Penny tells the story of a young girl named Penny who embarks on a
mission to measure her beloved pet dog. Throughout the narrative, Penny
discovers various ways to measure different objects, including her dog, using
both standard and non-standard units of measurement. The book is filled with
colorful illustrations and easy-to-understand text that makes learning about
measurement fun and engaging.

Plot Summary

Penny's journey begins when her teacher assigns the class a project about
measurement. Excited to participate, Penny decides to measure her dog, which
leads her to explore various measuring tools and units. Throughout the story,
she encounters a variety of objects and animals, comparing their sizes and
discussing the best ways to measure them.

Key events in the plot include:

1. Penny’s Decision: Penny chooses to measure her dog, which sets the stage
for her exploration of measurement.

2. Different Measuring Tools: Throughout her journey, Penny uses rulers, tape
measures, and even her own feet to measure different items.

3. Comparisons: Penny learns how to compare different measurements, such as
who is taller or how much something weighs.

4. Realizations and Conclusions: By the end of the story, Penny understands
that measurement can vary based on the tools used and the context of what is
being measured.

Characters

The characters in Measuring Penny serve to enhance the story's educational
value while also making it relatable for children.



Penny

Penny is the protagonist of the story, a curious and enthusiastic girl who
loves her dog. She embodies the spirit of exploration, encouraging readers to
engage with measurement in creative ways. Her determination to find the best
way to measure her dog reflects a child's natural curiosity and eagerness to
learn.

Penny’s Dog

The unnamed dog is a central figure in Penny’s project. As she measures her
dog, readers get to see the practical applications of measurement in real
life. The dog's various characteristics—like height, weight, and length—offer
opportunities for young readers to consider different aspects of measurement.

Supporting Characters

The supporting characters, including Penny’s teacher and classmates, help to
establish the school setting and provide context for Penny’s project. They
encourage her, provide insights, and help frame the learning experience,
reinforcing the idea that measurement is a collaborative and interactive
process.

Educational Themes

Measuring Penny effectively incorporates several educational themes that are
critical for young learners.

Understanding Measurement

At its core, the book is about understanding measurement. It teaches children
about different units of measurement, such as inches and feet, while also
introducing them to non-standard measurement methods. This dual approach
helps to demystify the concept of measurement.

Standard vs. Non-Standard Units

Penny uses both standard units (like inches) and non-standard units (like her
own foot) to measure her dog and other objects. This introduces children to
the idea that there are multiple ways to measure things, and that context



matters.

1. Standard Units: Familiarizes children with units like inches, feet, and
centimeters.

2. Non-Standard Units: Encourages creativity in measurement using everyday
objects (e.g., paper clips, blocks).

Comparison and Relationships

Another important theme in the book is the concept of comparison. Penny not
only measures her dog but also compares it to other objects, reinforcing the
idea that measurement is often about relationships.

- Height Comparison: How tall is Penny’s dog compared to other animals?
- Weight Comparison: How does the weight of her dog compare to that of a cat
or a toy?

Problem-Solving Skills

As Penny navigates her measurement project, she faces challenges that require
problem-solving skills. This encourages young readers to think critically
about how to approach tasks and find solutions.

1. Choosing the Right Tool: What tool should Penny use to measure her dog?
2. Understanding Results: How does she make sense of the numbers she
collects?

Activities for Young Readers

To enhance the educational experience, parents and educators can incorporate
various activities that align with the themes of Measuring Penny.

Measurement Scavenger Hunt

Organize a scavenger hunt where children must find objects around the house
or classroom to measure. They can use rulers, measuring tapes, or even their
own feet to measure items.

- List of Items to Measure:
- A pencil

- A book

- A chair

- A plant



Create Your Own Measurement Chart

Encourage children to create their own measurement chart. They can choose a
pet, toy, or favorite object and measure its various attributes (length,
height, weight) using both standard and non-standard units.

- Measurement Chart Template:

- Object Name:

- Length (in inches/feet):

- Height (in inches/feet):

- Weight (in pounds or using non-standard units):

Storytime and Discussion

Read Measuring Penny aloud to children and engage them in a discussion about
measurement. Ask questions to prompt critical thinking and reflection.

- Discussion Questions:

- Why do you think Penny chose to measure her dog?

- What was your favorite way that Penny measured things?
- Can you think of other ways to measure something?

Art and Measurement

Have children draw a picture of their favorite object and then measure it
with different tools. This integrates art with measurement, reinforcing the
concepts learned in the book.

Conclusion

Measuring Penny by Loreen Leedy is more than just a children's story; it is a
comprehensive educational resource that introduces young readers to the
essential concepts of measurement in a fun and engaging way. Through the
adventures of Penny, children learn about different units of measurement, the
importance of comparison, and the value of problem-solving skills. By
incorporating follow-up activities, parents and educators can extend the
learning experience and encourage a love for measurement and mathematics in
young minds. This book is a must-have for any child’s library, as it lays the
groundwork for understanding the world around them through the lens of
measurement.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Measuring Penny' by
Loreen Leedy?

The main theme of 'Measuring Penny' is the concept of measurement and how it
applies to everyday life, showcasing how different attributes can be
measured, such as height, weight, and even love.

How does 'Measuring Penny' introduce mathematical
concepts to children?

'Measuring Penny' introduces mathematical concepts through engaging
storytelling and illustrations, using relatable scenarios to teach children
about various units of measurement and the importance of measurements in
daily activities.

What methods of measurement are explored in
'Measuring Penny'?

'Measuring Penny' explores various methods of measurement including length,
weight, volume, and time, demonstrating how to measure different aspects of
the protagonist's dog, Penny.

Who is the main character in 'Measuring Penny' and
what are her goals?

The main character in 'Measuring Penny' is a young girl named Sara, who aims
to measure her dog, Penny, in creative ways to understand the concept of
measurement better.

What educational value does 'Measuring Penny'
provide for young readers?

'Measuring Penny' provides educational value by integrating math with
storytelling, encouraging young readers to think critically about measurement
and enhancing their understanding of math in a fun and relatable context.

How does the illustration style in 'Measuring Penny'
contribute to the story?

The illustration style in 'Measuring Penny' is vibrant and whimsical, which
enhances the storytelling by visually representing the measurements and
making the mathematical concepts more accessible and engaging for children.
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