
mendelssohn violin concerto e minor op 64
mendelssohn violin concerto e minor op 64 is one of the most celebrated works in the violin
repertoire, renowned for its lyrical beauty, technical brilliance, and emotional depth. Composed by
Felix Mendelssohn in 1844, this concerto stands as a pinnacle of Romantic violin literature and
continues to captivate audiences and performers alike. Its seamless blend of virtuosic passages and
melodic expressiveness has made it a staple for concert violinists worldwide. This article explores the
concerto’s historical background, musical structure, notable recordings, and its enduring significance
in classical music. Readers will gain an in-depth understanding of the mendelssohn violin concerto e
minor op 64, including insights into its compositional style and performance challenges.
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Historical Background of Mendelssohn’s Violin
Concerto

The mendelssohn violin concerto e minor op 64 was composed during a vibrant period in the
composer’s life, shortly after his successful oratorio “Elijah.” Mendelssohn wrote the concerto for the
renowned violinist Ferdinand David, who was also the concertmaster of the Leipzig Gewandhaus
Orchestra, where Mendelssohn served as conductor. The collaboration between Mendelssohn and
David proved fruitful, resulting in a work that combined technical demands with expressive depth.
Premiered in 1845, the concerto quickly gained acclaim for its innovative approach to the traditional
concerto form.

Context of Composition

Felix Mendelssohn composed the concerto between 1838 and 1844, revising it extensively before the
premiere. This period was marked by Mendelssohn’s increasing maturity as a composer and his
engagement with the Romantic ideals of emotional expression and formal innovation. The concerto
reflects these trends by introducing a continuous flow between movements and integrating the solo
violin with the orchestra in a dialogue rather than mere accompaniment.



Dedication and Premiere

The concerto was dedicated to Ferdinand David, whose technical prowess inspired many of the solo
passages. The premiere took place in Leipzig in 1845, conducted by Mendelssohn himself, with David
as the soloist. The performance was met with enthusiastic applause, cementing the concerto’s place
in the violin repertoire and establishing it as a model for future violin concertos.

Musical Structure and Analysis

The mendelssohn violin concerto e minor op 64 is structured in three movements, which flow into
each other without breaks, a departure from the typical pause between movements in classical
concertos. This design enhances the work’s cohesive narrative and emotional trajectory.

First Movement: Allegro molto appassionato

The opening movement is characterized by its passionate and lyrical themes. It begins with a brief
orchestral introduction, after which the violin enters immediately with the main theme, signaling a
new approach to concerto form where the soloist takes center stage from the outset. The movement
combines virtuosic runs, double stops, and expressive melodies, requiring both technical skill and
interpretive sensitivity.

Second Movement: Andante

The slow movement offers a tranquil and song-like contrast to the fiery first movement. The violin
presents a serene melody, supported by delicate orchestral textures. This movement emphasizes
Mendelssohn’s gift for lyrical writing and his ability to evoke a contemplative mood. The seamless
transition from the first movement enhances the emotional continuity of the concerto.

Third Movement: Allegretto non troppo – Allegro molto vivace

The finale begins with a light, playful theme introduced by the orchestra, followed by a lively and
energetic violin part. This movement showcases Mendelssohn’s skill in combining classical form with
Romantic expressiveness. The rapid passages, spiccato bowing, and rhythmic vitality create a
virtuosic and joyful conclusion to the concerto.

Key Features and Innovations

Immediate solo entrance after a brief orchestral introduction



Continuous flow between movements without pause

Integration of soloist and orchestra in thematic development

Use of lyrical melodies combined with technical virtuosity

Innovative cadenza placement within the first movement

Notable Performances and Recordings

The mendelssohn violin concerto e minor op 64 has been interpreted by many of the greatest
violinists, each bringing a unique perspective to the work. Its demanding technical passages and
expressive potential have attracted performers seeking to demonstrate both their virtuosity and
musicality.

Historic Landmark Recordings

Some of the most influential recordings include those by Jascha Heifetz, Isaac Stern, and Yehudi
Menuhin. Heifetz’s version is celebrated for its precision and brilliance, while Stern offers a warm,
lyrical interpretation. Menuhin’s performances highlight the concerto’s emotional depth and Romantic
spirit. These recordings have shaped modern understanding and appreciation of the concerto.

Contemporary Interpretations

Modern violinists such as Anne-Sophie Mutter, Hilary Hahn, and Itzhak Perlman continue to explore
the concerto, incorporating historically informed techniques as well as contemporary stylistic
nuances. Their recordings and live performances demonstrate the concerto’s enduring relevance and
adaptability to evolving performance practices.

Technical and Interpretative Challenges

Performing the mendelssohn violin concerto e minor op 64 demands a high level of technical mastery
and interpretive insight. The concerto’s virtuosic requirements and emotional range challenge
violinists to balance precision with expressiveness.

Technical Demands

The concerto includes rapid scales, arpeggios, double stops, and intricate bowing techniques such as



spiccato and legato phrasing. The soloist must navigate these passages with clarity and control while
maintaining musicality. The cadenza, integrated within the first movement, requires both technical
agility and creative interpretation.

Interpretative Considerations

Beyond technical skill, performers must convey the concerto’s emotional narrative, from the
passionate opening to the serene slow movement and the exuberant finale. Attention to phrasing,
dynamics, and tone color is essential to bring out the work’s Romantic character. The seamless
transitions between movements also require thoughtful pacing and continuity.

Legacy and Influence in Classical Music

The mendelssohn violin concerto e minor op 64 holds a distinguished place in the history of classical
music. It influenced subsequent violin concertos by composers such as Brahms, Tchaikovsky, and
Sibelius, who drew inspiration from Mendelssohn’s integration of lyrical melody and virtuosic
technique.

Impact on Violin Repertoire

This concerto remains a cornerstone of the violin repertoire, frequently programmed in concert halls
and competitions worldwide. Its blend of technical challenges and expressive opportunities makes it a
benchmark for violinists and a favorite among audiences.

Contribution to Romantic Music

Mendelssohn’s work exemplifies the ideals of the early Romantic period, combining classical form with
heightened emotional expression. The concerto’s innovations in structure and solo-orchestral
interaction paved the way for new approaches to concerto composition in the 19th century and
beyond.

Set new standards for violin concerto form and expression

Inspired future composers and performers

Maintained a lasting presence in concert and recital programs

Demonstrated the violin’s lyrical and virtuosic potential



Frequently Asked Questions

Who composed the Violin Concerto in E minor, Op. 64?
The Violin Concerto in E minor, Op. 64 was composed by Felix Mendelssohn.

When was Mendelssohn's Violin Concerto in E minor, Op. 64
first performed?
It was first performed in 1845, with Ferdinand David as the soloist.

What makes Mendelssohn's Violin Concerto in E minor, Op. 64
significant in the violin repertoire?
It is considered one of the greatest violin concertos due to its lyrical melodies, structural innovation,
and technical demands, combining Romantic expressiveness with Classical form.

What are the movements of Mendelssohn's Violin Concerto in
E minor, Op. 64?
The concerto has three movements: 1) Allegro molto appassionato, 2) Andante, and 3) Allegretto non
troppo – Allegro molto vivace.

What innovations did Mendelssohn introduce in his Violin
Concerto in E minor, Op. 64?
Mendelssohn introduced a seamless transition between movements without breaks, the soloist enters
immediately after the orchestral introduction, and the cadenza is written into the score rather than
improvised.

Why is Mendelssohn's Violin Concerto in E minor, Op. 64 often
recommended for advanced violinists?
Because it requires advanced technical skills, expressive phrasing, and interpretative depth, making it
a benchmark piece for virtuosity and musicality in the violin repertoire.

Additional Resources
1. Mendelssohn’s Violin Concerto in E Minor: A Performer’s Guide
This book offers an in-depth analysis of Mendelssohn’s Violin Concerto in E Minor, Op. 64, focusing on
technical and interpretative challenges. It provides practical advice for violinists on bowing, phrasing,
and stylistic considerations. The guide also includes historical context and notable recordings to
enhance understanding.

2. The Life and Music of Felix Mendelssohn



A comprehensive biography that explores the life of Felix Mendelssohn, with special attention to his
compositions including the famous Violin Concerto in E Minor. The book delves into Mendelssohn’s
influences, his musical style, and the historical setting in which the concerto was composed. Readers
gain insight into the concerto’s significance within Mendelssohn’s oeuvre.

3. Mastering Romantic Violin Concertos: Mendelssohn and Beyond
This volume covers major Romantic violin concertos, with a detailed chapter dedicated to
Mendelssohn’s Op. 64. It examines the concerto’s structure, themes, and performance practices in
the Romantic era. Violinists and scholars will find valuable comparative insights with works by other
composers like Brahms and Bruch.

4. Felix Mendelssohn: The Violin Concertos and Their Legacy
Focusing specifically on Mendelssohn’s violin concertos, this book traces their evolution, reception,
and impact on violin repertoire. It discusses the historical premiere of the E Minor concerto and its
enduring popularity. The text includes critical commentary from renowned violinists and
musicologists.

5. Interpretation and Expression in Mendelssohn’s Violin Concerto
This book explores the expressive qualities of Mendelssohn’s Violin Concerto in E Minor, offering
interpretative insights for performers. It addresses dynamics, articulation, and emotional
communication within the concerto. The author combines musicological research with practical
performance strategies.

6. Violin Technique and Romantic Concertos: Insights from Mendelssohn’s Op. 64
A technical manual aimed at violinists, focusing on the specific challenges presented by
Mendelssohn’s concerto. The book breaks down difficult passages and suggests exercises to improve
agility and tone production. It also discusses bow control and fingerings tailored to the concerto’s
demands.

7. The Romantic Violin Concerto: Historical Perspectives and Analysis
This scholarly work situates Mendelssohn’s Violin Concerto within the broader context of Romantic
violin literature. It provides detailed musical analysis and explores the concerto’s innovation in form
and orchestration. The book appeals to both students and academics interested in 19th-century
music.

8. Felix Mendelssohn: Letters, Diaries, and Musical Thoughts
A collection of Mendelssohn’s personal writings, including letters and diary entries that shed light on
his compositional process. Readers can find references to the creation and premiere of the Violin
Concerto in E Minor. This primary source material offers unique insight into Mendelssohn’s artistic
mindset.

9. Great Violin Concertos: Repertoire and Interpretation
Covering a range of landmark violin concertos, this book features Mendelssohn’s E Minor concerto as
a central example. It discusses stylistic interpretation, historical background, and performance
practice. The book is a valuable resource for violinists preparing major concerto repertoire.
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