
miami dolphins jersey number history
miami dolphins jersey number history offers a fascinating glimpse into the legacy and identity of
one of the NFL’s most storied franchises. Since the team’s inception in 1966, the Miami Dolphins
have seen numerous iconic players wear their jersey numbers with pride, leaving lasting impressions
on fans and the league alike. This article delves into the evolution of Miami Dolphins jersey numbers,
highlighting legendary figures, the significance behind certain numbers, and the team’s policies on
retiring numbers. Exploring how jersey numbers have reflected positional trends and player
achievements reveals the deeper meaning behind these digits on the field. Whether examining Hall
of Famers or current stars, understanding the Miami Dolphins jersey number history enriches the
appreciation of the team’s heritage. The following sections will guide readers through notable jersey
numbers, retired digits, and the role these numbers play in shaping the Dolphins’ identity.

Overview of Miami Dolphins Jersey Numbers

Legendary Miami Dolphins Jersey Numbers and Players

Retired and Honored Numbers in Miami Dolphins History

Changes and Trends in Jersey Number Assignments

Impact of Jersey Numbers on Team Identity and Fan Culture

Overview of Miami Dolphins Jersey Numbers
The Miami Dolphins jersey number history dates back to the team’s founding in 1966 as an AFL
expansion team. Jersey numbers in the NFL traditionally reflect player positions, with specific
ranges assigned to quarterbacks, running backs, defensive backs, and linemen among others. The
Dolphins have adhered closely to these conventions while also establishing unique traditions around
certain numbers. Jersey numbers serve not only to identify players on the field but also to symbolize
status and achievement within the franchise. Over decades, some numbers have become
synonymous with greatness and leadership, while others have seen multiple prominent players wear
them. The Dolphins’ numbering system reflects both league-wide standards and team-specific
legacies.

Numbering System and Position Correlation
In the NFL, jersey numbers are typically assigned according to position groups, and the Miami
Dolphins follow these general guidelines. For example, quarterbacks wear numbers 1-19, running
backs and defensive backs often wear numbers 20-49, while offensive linemen usually have numbers
in the 50s to 70s range. This system helps referees, commentators, and fans identify player roles
during gameplay. The Dolphins have consistently maintained this approach with slight variations
over the years as the league’s numbering rules evolved.



Early Jersey Number Assignments
During the Dolphins’ early years, the team assigned numbers to players based on position but also
took care to allocate memorable numbers to key players, which helped build early fan attachments.
As the franchise grew in prominence, certain numbers gained iconic status due to outstanding
individual performances. This early era laid the foundation for the Miami Dolphins jersey number
history that continues to be celebrated today.

Legendary Miami Dolphins Jersey Numbers and Players
Several players have elevated specific Miami Dolphins jersey numbers to legendary status through
their extraordinary careers. These numbers are etched in the minds of fans and hold special
significance in the franchise’s narrative. The following list highlights some of the most notable jersey
numbers and the players who made them famous.

Number 13 – Dan Marino: Perhaps the most iconic number in Dolphins history, worn by Hall
of Fame quarterback Dan Marino. Marino revolutionized the quarterback position and set
numerous passing records.

Number 12 – Bob Griese: Another Hall of Fame quarterback, Griese led the Dolphins to two
Super Bowl victories and was pivotal during the team’s perfect season in 1972.

Number 54 – Zach Thomas: A dominant linebacker known for his leadership and tackling
ability, Thomas became a cornerstone of the Dolphins’ defense in the late 1990s and early
2000s.

Number 31 – Jake Scott: A key member of the 1972 undefeated team, Scott was a standout
safety whose number remains memorable to Dolphins fans.

Number 99 – Jason Taylor: One of the most feared defensive ends in NFL history, Taylor’s
career with the Dolphins made number 99 synonymous with defensive prowess.

Dan Marino and Number 13
Dan Marino’s tenure with the Miami Dolphins from 1983 to 1999 defined the franchise’s modern
era. Wearing number 13, Marino’s prolific passing skills shattered records and earned him a place in
the Pro Football Hall of Fame. His jersey number 13 remains one of the most recognizable in NFL
history and is a vital part of the Miami Dolphins jersey number history.

Bob Griese and Number 12
Bob Griese’s number 12 jersey is a symbol of the Dolphins’ golden age in the 1970s. As a leader on
the field, Griese guided the team to multiple Super Bowl appearances, including the perfect season
in 1972. His number reflects a legacy of excellence and championship pedigree within the Dolphins



organization.

Retired and Honored Numbers in Miami Dolphins
History
Like many NFL franchises, the Miami Dolphins honor exceptional players by retiring their jersey
numbers or dedicating special recognition to their contributions. Retiring a number means no future
player on the team can wear that digit, preserving the legacy of the original player. The Dolphins
have retired a select few numbers and also maintain a ring of honor to celebrate distinguished
careers.

Retired Numbers
The Miami Dolphins have officially retired the following numbers:

Number 12: Bob Griese’s number is retired in recognition of his instrumental role in the1.
franchise’s early success.

Number 13: Dan Marino’s number was retired to honor his record-breaking career and2.
lasting impact on the team.

Number 39: Larry Csonka’s number is retired in tribute to his powerful running style and3.
contributions to the Dolphins’ championship teams.

Ring of Honor and Other Recognitions
Beyond retired numbers, the Dolphins also celebrate players through their Ring of Honor displayed
at Hard Rock Stadium. This includes players whose jersey numbers may not be officially retired but
who have made indelible marks on the team’s history. Honorees include Jason Taylor (99), Zach
Thomas (54), and others who helped shape the franchise’s identity.

Changes and Trends in Jersey Number Assignments
The Miami Dolphins jersey number history reflects broader trends in the NFL, including changes to
numbering rules and evolving positional roles. Over time, the league has adjusted which numbers
are allowed for certain positions, and the Dolphins have adapted accordingly.

Recent NFL Numbering Rule Changes
In recent years, the NFL expanded the range of permissible jersey numbers for various positions to
provide players with more flexibility. The Miami Dolphins have incorporated these changes, allowing
more diversity in number assignments, especially for skill position players and defensive backs. This



shift has led to a broader variety of jersey numbers seen on the field today compared to previous
decades.

Positional Shifts and Number Usage
As offensive and defensive schemes have evolved, so too have the types of players and their jersey
numbers. For example, hybrid defensive players may wear numbers traditionally assigned to
linebackers or defensive backs. The Dolphins have embraced these trends while maintaining respect
for the historical significance of certain numbers within the franchise.

Impact of Jersey Numbers on Team Identity and Fan
Culture
Jersey numbers play a crucial role in shaping the Miami Dolphins’ team identity and fostering fan
loyalty. Numbers worn by legendary players become symbols of pride and tradition, often inspiring
new generations of players and supporters.

Fan Connection to Iconic Numbers
Fans often associate specific numbers with memorable moments and heroes, making jersey numbers
powerful icons in Miami Dolphins culture. Wearing a jersey with a legendary number like 13 or 12
connects fans to the team’s storied past and ongoing legacy.

Merchandising and Marketing
The Miami Dolphins capitalize on the jersey number history through merchandising, selling jerseys
of popular players and retired legends. This commercial aspect reinforces the significance of jersey
numbers as part of the franchise’s brand and heritage.

Jersey numbers evoke nostalgia and deepen fan engagement.

They help maintain continuity between past and present team eras.

Iconic numbers are used in promotional campaigns and special events.

Frequently Asked Questions



Who was the first Miami Dolphins player to wear jersey
number 13?
The first Miami Dolphins player to wear jersey number 13 was quarterback Bob Griese, who played
from 1967 to 1980 and is considered one of the franchise's all-time greats.

Which Miami Dolphins jersey numbers have been retired?
The Miami Dolphins have retired two jersey numbers: 12 for Bob Griese and 13 for Dan Marino,
honoring their contributions to the team's history.

What is significant about jersey number 13 in Miami Dolphins
history?
Jersey number 13 is significant because it was worn by both Bob Griese and Dan Marino, two Hall of
Fame quarterbacks who defined the Dolphins' success during their respective eras.

Have any Miami Dolphins players worn the number 99 jersey?
Yes, the number 99 has been worn by several Miami Dolphins players, including defensive lineman
Jason Taylor, who is one of the most celebrated players in franchise history.

Which Miami Dolphins jersey numbers are most associated
with Hall of Fame players?
Jersey numbers 12 (Bob Griese), 13 (Dan Marino), and 99 (Jason Taylor) are most associated with
Miami Dolphins Hall of Fame players.

Has any Miami Dolphins running back famously worn the
number 22 jersey?
Yes, the number 22 jersey was famously worn by running back Ricky Williams, who had an impactful
career with the Dolphins in the early 2000s.

Why is jersey number 69 notable in Miami Dolphins history?
Jersey number 69 is notable because it was worn by offensive lineman Larry Little, a key member of
the Dolphins' dominant 1970s teams and a Hall of Famer.

Can fans currently purchase jerseys with retired Miami
Dolphins numbers?
No, fans cannot purchase official Miami Dolphins jerseys with retired numbers such as 12 and 13, as
the team honors these numbers by not issuing them to current players.



Additional Resources
1. The Legacy of Numbers: Miami Dolphins Jersey History
This book delves into the rich history of the Miami Dolphins' jersey numbers, exploring the stories
behind some of the most iconic players who have worn them. From the legendary Dan Marino's #13
to other notable numbers, it highlights how jersey numbers became symbols of excellence and team
identity. Detailed player profiles and historical anecdotes make this a must-read for fans.

2. Numbers That Made the Dolphins: A Jersey Retrospective
"Numbers That Made the Dolphins" chronicles the evolution of jersey numbers within the franchise,
focusing on the players who defined each number. The book offers insights into the significance of
particular numbers and how they have been passed down through generations. It also examines the
cultural impact of these numbers on the Dolphins' fanbase.

3. Gridiron Legends: Miami Dolphins and Their Iconic Jerseys
This work profiles the Miami Dolphins' greatest players through the lens of their jersey numbers,
capturing the essence of their contributions on and off the field. It includes rare photographs and
interviews that shed light on how numbers like 13, 27, and 99 became legendary. The book also
discusses the tradition of retiring jersey numbers in the Dolphins' history.

4. From Marino to Ajayi: The Story Behind Dolphin Jersey Numbers
Tracing the lineage of key Miami Dolphins jersey numbers, this book highlights standout athletes
who have made these numbers famous. It covers both past stars and modern players, detailing how
the team’s identity is intertwined with these numeric symbols. The narrative also reflects on
memorable games and moments connected to specific jerseys.

5. Miami Dolphins: A Numerical Journey Through Time
This historical account takes readers through the decades of Miami Dolphins football, focusing on
the changing roster of jersey numbers. It provides context for each era, examining how players'
numbers reflected their roles and statuses within the team. The book is filled with statistics, player
stories, and the significance of jersey numbers in Dolphins lore.

6. The Dolphins’ Numbers Game: Jersey History and Player Impact
Exploring the strategic and emotional importance of jersey numbers, this book reveals how the
Miami Dolphins assign and honor their numbers. It discusses the criteria for retiring numbers and
the stories behind those that remain active. Fans will appreciate the behind-the-scenes look at jersey
traditions and player legacies.

7. Behind the Numbers: Miami Dolphins Players and Their Jerseys
"Behind the Numbers" offers a comprehensive look at the personal stories of Miami Dolphins players
connected to their jersey numbers. It combines biographical details with anecdotes about how
players embraced or defined their numbers. The book also covers the fan culture surrounding these
iconic jerseys.

8. Jersey Chronicles: Miami Dolphins’ Numbered Heroes
This narrative-driven book celebrates the heroes of the Miami Dolphins by focusing on the
significance of their jersey numbers. It includes captivating stories of perseverance, triumph, and
team spirit tied to specific numbers. The book also explores how numbers have inspired younger
generations of Dolphins fans.

9. Numbered for Glory: The Miami Dolphins’ Jersey History



"Numbered for Glory" captures the essence of Miami Dolphins football through the history of its
jersey numbers. Highlighting key players and pivotal moments, it reveals how numbers became
synonymous with greatness. The book also discusses the future prospects of current jersey holders
and their place in Dolphins history.
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