MEDIA STUDIES MAJOR BERKELEY

MebiA STUDIES MAJOR BERKELEY IS AN INTERDISCIPLINARY PROGRAM THAT OFFERS STUDENTS A UNIQUE OPPORTUNITY TO
ENGAGE WITH VARIOUS FORMS OF MEDIA AND THEIR IMPACT ON SOCIETY. LOCATED WITHIN THE PRESTIGIOUS UNIVERSITY OF
CALIFORNIA, BERKELEY, THIS PROGRAM COMBINES CRITICAL THEORY, PRACTICAL SKILLS, AND A THOROUGH UNDERSTANDING OF
MEDIA TECHNOLOGIES. AS THE MEDIA LANDSCAPE CONTINUES TO EVOLVE RAPIDLY, STUDENTS IN THIS MAJOR ARE WELL~
POSITIONED TO ANALYZE, CREATE, AND CRITIQUE THE MYRIAD OF MEDIA THAT SHAPE OUR WORLD TODAY.

OVERVIEW OF THE MEDIA STUDIES MAJOR

THE MEDIA STUDIES MAJOR AT BERKELEY IS DESIGNED TO PROVIDE STUDENTS WITH A COMPREHENSIVE UNDERSTANDING OF MEDIA
IN ITS MANY FORMS, INCLUDING FILM, TELEVISION, DIGITAL MEDIA, AND SOCIAL MEDIA. THE PROGRAM AIMS TO FOSTER CRITICAL

THINKING AND ANALYTICAL SKILLS, ENABLING STUDENTS TO EXAMINE THE CULTURAL, SOCIAL, AND POLITICAL IMPLICATIONS OF

MEDIA PRODUCTION AND CONSUMPTION.

CURRICULUM STRUCTURE

THE CURRICULUM FOR THE MEDIA STUDIES MAJOR IS MULTIDISCIPLINARY, DRAWING ON FIELDS SUCH AS SOCIOLOGY, CULTURAL
STUDIES, COMMUNICATION, AND TECHNOLOGY. STUDENTS CAN EXPECT TO COMPLETE A MIX OF CORE COURSES AND ELECTIVES
THAT COVER VARIOUS ASPECTS OF MEDIA. THE STRUCTURE TYPICALLY INCLUDES:

1. Core COURSES: THESE FOUNDATIONAL CLASSES INTRODUCE STUDENTS TO KEY THEORIES AND CONCEPTS IN MEDIA STUDIES.
COMMON CORE COURSES MAY INCLUDE:

- INTRODUCTION TO MEDIA STUDIES

- MeplAa HisTorY

- MeblA THEORY

- Mebia ProbuCTION

2. ELecTIVE COURSES: STUDENTS CAN CHOOSE FROM A WIDE RANGE OF ELECTIVES THAT FOCUS ON SPECIFIC MEDIA FORMS OR
ISSUES. SOME POPULAR ELECTIVE TOPICS MIGHT INCLUDE:

- DigITAL CULTURE

- DOCUMENTARY FILMMAKING

- THE PoLITIcS oF Mebia

- MeblA AND GENDER

3. CAPSTONE PROJECT: MANY PROGRAMS REQUIRE STUDENTS TO COMPLETE A CAPSTONE PROJECT, ALLOWING THEM TO APPLY
THEIR KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS TO A SPECIFIC MEDIA-RELATED ISSUE OR PROJECT. THIS COULD INVOLVE RESEARCH, PRODUCTION,
OR A COMBINATION OF BOTH.

SKILLS DEVELOPED

THROUGH THE MEDIA STUDIES MAJOR, STUDENTS DEVELOP A VARIETY OF SKILLS THAT ARE ESSENTIAL FOR CAREERS IN MEDIA
AND RELATED FIELDS. THESE SKILLS INCLUDE:

- CRITICAL THINKING: ANALYZING MEDIA TEXTS AND UNDERSTANDING THEIR IMPACT ON SOCIETY.

- ReSeARCH SKILLS: CONDUCTING THOROUGH RESEARCH AND SYNTHESIZING INFORMATION FROM VARIOUS SOURCES.

- MebpiA PRODUCTION: GAINING HANDS-ON EXPERIENCE IN CREATING MEDIA CONTENT, INCLUDING WRITING, EDITING, AND
PRODUCING.

- COMMUNICATION: EFFECTIVELY CONVEYING IDEAS AND ARGUMENTS THROUGH VERBAL AND WRITTEN FORMATS.

- TECHNICAL PROFICIENCY: FAMILIARITY WITH MEDIA PRODUCTION TOOLS AND TECHNOLOGIES.



CAReerR OPPORTUNITIES

GRADUATES OF THE MEDIA STUDIES MAJOR AT BERKELEY ARE WELL-PREPARED FOR A VARIETY OF CAREER PATHS IN THE MEDIA
INDUSTRY AND BEYOND. SOME POTENTIAL CAREER OPTIONS INCLUDE:

].JOURNALISMZ W/ ORKING AS REPORTERS, EDITORS, OR MULTIMEDIA JOURNALISTS FOR NEWS ORGANIZATIONS.

2. PuUBLIC RELATIONS: MANAGING COMMUNICATION AND MEDIA RELATIONS FOR CORPORATIONS, NONPROFITS, OR GOVERNMENT
AGENCIES.

3. ADVERTISING: CREATING AND MANAGING ADVERTISING CAMPAIGNS FOR BRANDS AND BUSINESSES.

4. MepiA PRoDUCTION: PURSUING CAREERS IN FILM, TELEVISION, OR DIGITAL MEDIA PRODUCTION, INCLUDING ROLES LIKE
DIRECTOR, PRODUCER, OR EDITOR.

5. AcapeMIA: CONTINUING EDUCATION IN GRADUATE PROGRAMS TO PURSUE TEACHING AND RESEARCH IN MEDIA STUDIES.

INTERNSHIP AND NETWORKING OPPORTUNITIES

ONE OF THE SIGNIFICANT ADVANTAGES OF STUDYING AT BERKELEY IS THE ACCESS TO INTERNSHIP AND NETWORKING
OPPORTUNITIES IN THE BAY AREA, A HUB FOR MEDIA AND TECHNOLOGY. THE UNIVERSITY ENCOURAGES STUDENTS TO GAIN
PRACTICAL EXPERIENCE THROUGH INTERNSHIPS, WHICH CAN BE CRITICAL FOR BUILDING A PROFESSIONAL NET W ORK. SoME
RESOURCES FOR INTERNSHIPS AND NET\WORKING INCLUDE:

- CAREER CENTER: BERKELEY'S CAREER CENTER OFFERS RESOURCES FOR RESUME BUILDING, INTERVIEW PREPARATION, AND JOB
PLACEMENT SERVICES.

- ALUMNI NETWORK: THE STRONG ALUMNI NETWORK CAN PROVIDE MENTORSHIP AND JOB OPPORTUNITIES IN VARIOUS MEDIA
FIELDS.

- INDUSTRY CONNECTIONS: FACULTY MEMBERS OFTEN HAVE CONNECTIONS IN THE INDUSTRY AND CAN HELP STUDENTS FIND
INTERNSHIPS AND JOB PLACEMENTS.

STUDENT LIFE AND EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES

THE MEDIA STUDIES MAJOR AT BERKELEY IS NOT JUST ABOUT ACADEMIC LEARNING; IT ALSO OFFERS A VIBRANT COMMUNITY AND
NUMEROUS EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES. ENGAGING IN THESE ACTIVITIES CAN ENHANCE THE EDUCATIONAL EXPERIENCE AND
PROVIDE ADDITIONAL SKILLS AND NETWORKING OPPORTUNITIES.

STUDENT ORGANIZATIONS

SEVERAL STUDENT ORGANIZATIONS ARE DEDICATED TO MEDIA AND COMMUNICATION, INCLUDING:

- BERKELEY MEDIA STUDIES: A GROUP FOCUSING ON MEDIA LITERACY AND ANALYSIS.

- CAL TV: A STUDENT-RUN MEDIA ORGANIZATION THAT PRODUCES NEWS AND ENTERTAINMENT CONTENT.

- THe DAILY CALIFORNIAN: THE UNIVERSITY'S STUDENT-RUN NEWSPAPER, PROVIDING OPPORTUNITIES FOR WRITING, EDITING,
AND REPORTING.

EVENTS AND W ORKSHOPS

THROUGHOUT THE ACADEMIC YEAR, VARIOUS EVENTS AND W ORKSHOPS ARE OFFERED, INCLUDING!:

- GUEST LECTURES: INDUSTRY EXPERTS AND ALUMNI OFTEN VISIT TO DISCUSS TRENDS AND CAREER PATHS IN MEDIA.
- FILM SCREENINGS: REGULAR SCREENINGS OF FILMS AND DOCUMENTARIES, OFTEN FOLLOWED BY DISCUSSIONS OR PANELS.
- \W ORKSHOPS: HANDS-ON WORKSHOPS ON TOPICS SUCH AS DIGITAL STORYTELLING, VIDEO PRODUCTION, AND SOCIAL MEDIA



STRATEGY.

ADMISSIONS PROCESS

FOR PROSPECTIVE STUDENTS INTERESTED IN THE MEDIA STUDIES MAJOR AT BERKELEY, UNDERSTANDING THE ADMISSIONS PROCESS
IS CRUCIAL. THE FOLLOWING STEPS OUTLINE THE TYPICAL ADMISSIONS PROCEDURE:

1. APPLICATION: PROSPECTIVE STUDENTS MUST COMPLETE THE UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA APPLICATION, INCLUDING PERSONAL
STATEMENTS AND SUPPLEMENTAL ESSAYS.

2. TRANSCRIPTS: APPLICANTS SHOULD PROVIDE HIGH SCHOOL TRANSCRIPTS REFLECTING THEIR ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE.

3. TEST SCORES: WHILE STANDARDIZED TEST SCORES MAY NOT BE REQUIRED, STUDENTS SHOULD CHECK THE LATEST
ADMISSIONS GUIDELINES FOR UPDATES.

4. INTERVIEWS: SOME PROGRAMS MAY REQUIRE INTERVIEWS AS PART OF THE ADMISSIONS PROCESS.

TiPs FOR SUCCESSFUL ADMISSION

T O ENHANCE THEIR CHANCES OF ADMISSION, PROSPECTIVE STUDENTS SHOULD CONSIDER THE FOLLOWING TIPS:

- STRONG ACADEMIC RECORD: MAINTAIN A HIGH GPA AND TAKE RELEVANT COURSES IN HIGH SCHOOL.

- EXTRACURRICULAR INVOLVEMENT: ENGAGE IN ACTIVITIES RELATED TO MEDIA, SUCH AS WRITING FOR A SCHOOL NEWSPAPER,
PARTICIPATING IN THEATER, OR CREATING ONLINE CONTENT.

- PAssioN FOR MepIA: CLEARLY EXPRESS YOUR INTEREST IN MEDIA STUDIES AND ARTICULATE YOUR GOALS IN YOUR
APPLICATION ESSAYS.

CoNcLUSION

THE MEDIA STUDIES MAJOR AT BERKELEY OFFERS A RICH AND DIVERSE EDUCATIONAL EXPERIENCE FOR STUDENTS INTERESTED IN
UNDERSTANDING THE COMPLEXITIES OF MEDIA IN OUR SOCIETY. WITH A ROBUST CURRICULUM, ACCESS TO INDUSTRY
OPPORTUNITIES, AND A VIBRANT STUDENT LIFE, GRADUATES ARE WELL-PREPARED FOR A VARIETY OF CAREERS IN THE MEDIA
LANDSCAPE. AS MEDIA CONTINUES TO EVOLVE, THE SKILLS AND KNOWLEDGE GAINED THROUGH THIS PROGRAM WILL REMAIN
RELEVANT, EQUIPPING STUDENTS TO NAVIGATE AND SHAPE THE FUTURE OF COMMUNICATION AND MEDIA. \W/HETHER PURSUING A
CAREER IN JOURNALISM, PRODUCTION, OR ACADEMIA, THE MEDIA STUDIES MAJOR AT BERKELEY PROVIDES A SOLID FOUNDATION
FOR SUCCESS IN AN EVER-CHANGING FIELD.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

\WHAT IS THE FOCUS OF THE MEDIA STUDIES MAJOR AT BERKELEY?

THE MEDIA STUDIES MAJOR AT BERKELEY EMPHASIZES THE CRITICAL ANALYSIS OF MEDIA, INCLUDING ITS HISTORICAL, CULTURAL,
AND POLITICAL CONTEXTS, AS WELL AS THE IMPACT OF MEDIA TECHNOLOGIES ON SOCIETY.

WHAT TYPES OF COURSES CAN | EXPECT TO TAKE AS A MEDIA STUDIES MAJOR AT
BERKELEY?

STUDENTS CAN EXPECT TO TAKE COURSES ON TOPICS SUCH AS MEDIA THEORY, DIGITAL MEDIA, VISUAL CULTURE, MEDIA
PRODUCTION, AND GLOBAL MEDIA STUDIES.



ARE THERE ANY HANDS-ON LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES FOR MEDIA STUDIES STUDENTS AT
BERKELEY?

YES, BERKELEY OFFERS VARIOUS HANDS-ON LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES SUCH AS INTERNSHIPS, \WORKSHOPS IN MEDIA
PRODUCTION, AND COLLABORATIVE PROJECTS WITH LOCAL ORGANIZATIONS.

\WHAT CAREER PATHS ARE AVAILABLE FOR GRADUATES WITH A MEDIA STUDIES DEGREE
FROM BERKELEY?

GRADUATES CAN PURSUE CAREERS IN MEDIA PRODUCTION, JOURNALISM, PUBLIC RELATIONS, MARKETING, DIGITAL CONTENT
CREATION, AND ACADEMIA, AMONG OTHERS.

How DOES THE MEDIA STUDIES PROGRAM AT BERKELEY INTEGRATE TECHNOLOGY?

THE PROGRAM INTEGRATES TECHNOLOGY THROUGH COURSES ON DIGITAL MEDIA PRODUCTION, CRITICAL ENGAGEMENT WITH
EMERGING MEDIA FORMS, AND ACCESS TO STATE-OF-THE-ART MEDIA LABS.

IS THERE A RESEARCH COMPONENT IN THE MEDIA STUDIES MAJOR AT BERKELEY?

YES, STUDENTS ARE ENCOURAGED TO ENGAGE IN RESEARCH PROJECTS, WHICH CAN CULMINATE IN A SENIOR THESIS OR CAPSTONE
PROJECT FOCUSING ON A MEDIA-RELATED TOPIC.

WHAT IS THE IMPORTANCE OF CRITICAL THINKING IN THE MEDIA STUDIES CURRICULUM
AT BERKELEY?

CRITICAL THINKING IS ESSENTIAL IN THE CURRICULUM AS IT ENABLES STUDENTS TO ANALYZE MEDIA MESSAGES, UNDERSTAND
THEIR IMPLICATIONS, AND ENGAGE IN INFORMED DISCUSSIONS ABOUT MEDIA INFLUENCE.

CAN MEDIA STUDIES STUDENTS PARTICIPATE IN STUDY ABROAD PROGRAMS?

YES, BERKELEY OFFERS VARIOUS STUDY ABROAD OPPORTUNITIES THAT ALLOW MEDIA STUDIES STUDENTS TO EXPLORE
GLOBAL MEDIA PRACTICES AND CULTURAL CONTEXTS.

WHAT SKILLS WILL | DEVELOP AS A MEDIA STUDIES MAJOR AT BERKELEY?

STUDENTS WILL DEVELOP SKILLS IN CRITICAL ANALYSIS, RESEARCH, MEDIA PRODUCTION, COMMUNICATION, AND DIGITAL
LITERACY, PREPARING THEM FOR A VARIETY OF PROFESSIONAL ENVIRONMENTS.
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