mathematics tricky questions and
answers

Mathematics tricky questions and answers can stimulate our minds and challenge our
problem-solving skills. Mathematics often appears straightforward, but when presented
with tricky questions, it can push us to think outside the box. This article explores various
tricky math questions, explains the reasoning behind them, and provides answers that are
both surprising and enlightening.

Understanding the Nature of Tricky Questions

Tricky math questions typically involve clever wordplay, hidden assumptions, or require a
deeper understanding of mathematical concepts. They often appear simple at first glance
but can lead to confusion if not approached carefully. Here are a few characteristics of
tricky math questions:

Ambiguity in wording

Multiple interpretations of the question

Involvement of mathematical concepts that are easily overlooked

Use of unconventional problem-solving methods

Recognizing these characteristics can help you tackle tricky questions more effectively.

Examples of Tricky Math Questions

Let’s dive into some classic tricky questions, explore their logic, and then provide solutions.

1. The Two Trains Problem

Question: Two trains are 100 miles apart and are heading towards each other. Train A
travels at 20 miles per hour, while Train B travels at 30 miles per hour. How long will it take
for the two trains to meet?

Solution:

At first glance, you might think to find the time by simply calculating the time it takes for
each train to cover its half of the distance. However, the key is to sum their speeds:



- Combined speed of both trains = 20 mph + 30 mph = 50 mph.
- Distance to cover = 100 miles.

To find the time to meet, use the formula:

\[ \text{Time} = \frac{\text{Distance}} {\text{Speed}} = \frac{100 \text{ miles}} {50
\text{ mph}} = 2 \text{ hours}. \]

So, the two trains will meet in 2 hours.

2. The Age Riddle

Question: A mother is twice as old as her son. In 20 years, she will be 1.5 times as old as
him. How old are they now?

Solution:

Let the son's current age be \( x \). Then the mother's age is \( 2x\).

In 20 years, the son's age will be \( x + 20), and the mother's age will be \( 2x + 20 ).
According to the problem, we have:

\[ 2x + 20 = 1.5(x + 20).\]

Now, solve for \( x \):

\[ 2x + 20 = 1.5x + 30, \]

\[ 2x - 1.5x = 30 - 20, \]

\[ 0.5x = 10, \]

\[ x = 20.\]

Thus, the son is currently 20 years old, and the mother is \( 2 \times 20 = 40) years old.

3. The Coin Problem

Question: You have a coin that is biased; it lands on heads 70% of the time and tails 30% of
the time. If you flip this coin 10 times, what is the probability that it lands on heads exactly
7 times?

Solution:

You can use the binomial probability formula to solve this:

\[ P(X = k) = \binom{n}{k} p~k (1-p)~{n -k}, \]

where:



-\(n =10) (total flips),

-\( k = 7\) (number of heads),

-\( p = 0.7\) (probability of heads).
Calculating \( \binom{10}{7} \):

\[ \binom{10}{7} = \frac{10!}{7'(10 - 7)!} = \frac{10 \times 9 \times 8} {3 \times 2 \times
1} =120.\]

Now, plug in the values:

\[ P(X =7) =120 \times (0.7)"~7 \times (0.3)"3.\]

Performing the calculations:

\[ P(X = 7) \approx 120 \times 0.0823543 \times 0.027 = 0.267 \text{ (approx)}.\]

Thus, the probability of landing heads exactly 7 times is approximately 0.267.

4. The Hourglass Problem

Question: You have two hourglasses: one measures 7 minutes and the other measures 4
minutes. How can you measure exactly 9 minutes using these hourglasses?

Solution:

1. Start both hourglasses at the same time.

2. When the 4-minute hourglass runs out, flip it immediately (4 minutes elapsed).

3. When the 7-minute hourglass runs out, flip it immediately (7 minutes elapsed). At this
point, the 4-minute hourglass has been running for 3 minutes.

4. When the 4-minute hourglass runs out again, 1 minute has passed since it was flipped
(total time elapsed is now 8 minutes).

5. At this point, flip the 4-minute hourglass again.

6. Wait until the 4-minute hourglass runs out (total elapsed time is now 9 minutes).

Thus, you measure exactly 9 minutes using these hourglasses.

Why Tricky Questions Matter

Tricky questions in mathematics serve several purposes:
e Enhance Critical Thinking: They challenge individuals to reconsider their approach
and assumptions.

e Improve Problem-Solving Skills: They require creative solutions that may not
follow the conventional path.



e Build Confidence: Successfully solving tricky questions can boost confidence in
one’s mathematical abilities.

 Encourage Engagement: They make learning math more enjoyable and can foster a
love for the subject.

Conclusion

Mathematics tricky questions and answers are a fantastic way to engage the mind and
develop problem-solving skills. By approaching these questions thoughtfully and
recognizing the nuances in their wording, we can enhance our mathematical abilities and
enjoy the process of learning. Whether for educational purposes or simply for fun, tackling
tricky math questions can be a rewarding endeavor for anyone looking to deepen their
understanding of mathematics.

Frequently Asked Questions

If you have three apples and you take away two, how
many do you have?

You have two apples, because you took them away.

A farmer has 17 sheep, and all but 9 die. How many
sheep does he have left?

He has 9 sheep left.

How many times can you subtract 5 from 25?

Once, because after you subtract 5, you're no longer subtracting from 25.

If a rooster lays an egg on the top of a barn, which way
will it roll?

Roosters don’t lay eggs.

If there are 6 apples and you take away 4, how many do
you have?

You have 4 apples, because you took them away.



A man is pushing his car along a road when he comes to
a hotel. He shouts, 'I'm bankrupt!' Why?

He is playing Monopoly.

You see a boat filled with people. It has not sunk, but
when you look again you don’t see a single person on
the boat. Why?

All the people were married.

If two's company and three's a crowd, what are four
and five?

Nine.
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