
medical radiologic technology aas degree
Medical radiologic technology AAS degree programs are designed to prepare students for a
rewarding career in the healthcare field, specifically in medical imaging. This degree program
focuses on the knowledge and skills necessary to perform diagnostic imaging procedures, including
X-rays, MRIs, and CT scans. The demand for qualified radiologic technologists continues to grow,
making this an appealing career choice for those interested in technology and patient care. This
article will delve into the details of the AAS degree in medical radiologic technology, including
curriculum, skills required, potential career paths, and the importance of accreditation.

Understanding the AAS Degree in Medical Radiologic
Technology

The Associate of Applied Science (AAS) degree in medical radiologic technology is typically a two-
year program offered by community colleges and vocational schools. The curriculum combines
theoretical knowledge with practical training, ensuring that graduates are well-equipped to enter
the workforce.

Program Structure

Most AAS degree programs in medical radiologic technology consist of the following components:

1. General Education Courses:
- English Composition
- Mathematics
- Psychology or Sociology
- Anatomy and Physiology

2. Core Radiologic Technology Courses:
- Introduction to Radiologic Technology
- Radiographic Procedures
- Patient Care in Radiologic Sciences
- Radiation Physics
- Imaging Equipment

3. Clinical Experience:
- Hands-on training in hospitals or clinics
- Supervised clinical rotations
- Exposure to various imaging modalities

4. Capstone Project or Internship:
- Final project demonstrating mastery of skills
- Optional internship for real-world experience



Accreditation and Certification

Accreditation is a critical aspect of the AAS degree program. Students should ensure that their
chosen program is accredited by the Joint Review Committee on Education in Radiologic Technology
(JRCERT) or a similar body. Accreditation ensures that the program meets established educational
standards and prepares students for certification exams.

Upon graduation, students are typically eligible to take the American Registry of Radiologic
Technologists (ARRT) certification exam. Passing this exam is essential for obtaining licensure in
many states and is often a requirement for employment.

Skills Developed in the AAS Program

The AAS degree in medical radiologic technology equips students with a variety of skills, including:

- Technical Skills: Proficiency in operating imaging equipment, understanding imaging techniques,
and ensuring patient safety.
- Analytical Skills: Ability to assess images for quality and accuracy, as well as troubleshoot
equipment malfunctions.
- Communication Skills: Strong verbal and written communication skills to effectively interact with
patients and healthcare professionals.
- Patient Care Skills: Knowledge of patient management and comfort techniques, ensuring a positive
experience during imaging procedures.
- Attention to Detail: Precision in executing imaging procedures and accurately documenting patient
information.

Career Opportunities in Medical Radiologic Technology

Graduates of the AAS degree program in medical radiologic technology can pursue various career
paths in the healthcare field. Some of the most common job titles include:

1. Radiologic Technologist: Operates imaging equipment to produce diagnostic images, often
collaborating with physicians and other healthcare professionals.

2. MRI Technologist: Specializes in magnetic resonance imaging, performing scans and ensuring
patient safety during procedures.

3. CT Technologist: Focuses on computed tomography, using specialized equipment to create cross-
sectional images of the body.

4. Radiation Therapist: Works with oncologists to administer radiation treatment to patients with
cancer.

5. Sonographer: Utilizes ultrasound equipment to produce images for medical diagnosis.

Additionally, there are opportunities for advancement in the field. Radiologic technologists can



pursue further education and specialization to become:

- Radiology Manager: Oversees the operations of radiology departments in healthcare facilities.
- Educator: Teaches future radiologic technologists in academic settings.
- Consultant: Provides expert advice on radiologic practices and equipment to healthcare
institutions.

The Importance of Continuing Education

The field of medical radiologic technology is constantly evolving due to advancements in imaging
technology and techniques. For this reason, continuing education is vital for professionals in the
field. Many states require radiologic technologists to complete a certain number of continuing
education credits to maintain their licensure.

Continuing education opportunities include:

- Workshops and Seminars: Offered by professional organizations, these events cover the latest
trends and technologies in radiologic imaging.
- Online Courses: Flexible options for learning at one's own pace, covering various specialized topics.
- Certification Renewals: Many advanced certifications require ongoing education to keep skills
current.

Conclusion

The medical radiologic technology AAS degree is an excellent starting point for individuals seeking a
fulfilling career in the healthcare sector. With a comprehensive curriculum that blends theory and
hands-on experience, graduates are well-prepared to enter the workforce. The increasing demand
for qualified radiologic technologists, along with the opportunities for advancement and
specialization, makes this field a promising choice for prospective students.

In summary, pursuing an AAS degree in medical radiologic technology opens doors to a variety of
career opportunities, ensures compliance with industry standards through accredited programs, and
emphasizes the importance of continuous learning in a rapidly changing field. With the right
education and training, aspiring radiologic technologists can make significant contributions to
patient care and the healthcare system as a whole.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a Medical Radiologic Technology AAS degree?
A Medical Radiologic Technology Associate of Applied Science (AAS) degree is a two-year program
that prepares students to become radiologic technologists, specializing in imaging techniques such
as X-rays, CT scans, and MRI.



What are the job prospects for graduates with an AAS in
Medical Radiologic Technology?
Graduates with an AAS in Medical Radiologic Technology typically enjoy strong job prospects, as
there is a consistent demand for skilled radiologic technologists in hospitals, clinics, and diagnostic
imaging centers.

What are the key skills developed in a Medical Radiologic
Technology AAS program?
Key skills developed in the program include patient care, radiation safety, imaging techniques,
technical proficiency with radiologic equipment, and the ability to work collaboratively in a
healthcare team.

Are there certification requirements after obtaining an AAS in
Medical Radiologic Technology?
Yes, after completing an AAS in Medical Radiologic Technology, graduates must pass a national
certification exam, often administered by the American Registry of Radiologic Technologists (ARRT),
to become licensed radiologic technologists.

What types of courses can I expect in a Medical Radiologic
Technology AAS program?
Courses typically include anatomy and physiology, radiographic procedures, radiation physics,
patient care, medical ethics, and clinical practice experiences.

Can I specialize in a specific area of radiologic technology
after completing the AAS degree?
Yes, after obtaining the AAS degree, many technologists choose to specialize in areas such as MRI,
CT, ultrasound, or mammography, often through additional training and certification.
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