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"Killing Kennedy: The End of Camelot," authored by Bill O'Reilly and Martin Dugard, is a gripping
narrative that explores the events leading up to the assassination of President John F. Kennedy on
November 22, 1963. This book combines historical facts, expert analysis, and dramatic storytelling to
engage readers with one of the most pivotal moments in American history. The purpose of this
discussion guide is to provide a framework for readers and book clubs to delve deeper into the
themes, characters, and historical context of the book.

Overview of the Book

"Killing Kennedy" presents a detailed account of JFK’s life, his presidency, and the circumstances
surrounding his assassination. The narrative intertwines the life of Lee Harvey Oswald, the man
accused of killing Kennedy, with the political climate of the 1960s. The authors aim to present a
comprehensive picture of the personal and political tensions that marked this period, allowing readers
to understand the implications of Kennedy's death on the nation and the world.

Key Themes

1. Power and Paranoia: The book illustrates how power dynamics influenced the actions of key players
in the government and the public. The fear of communism and the Cold War atmosphere created a
climate of paranoia that ultimately shaped decisions made by Kennedy and his administration.

2. Fate and Free Will: The narrative raises questions about destiny and the impact of individual
choices. Oswald's decisions, juxtaposed with Kennedy's life choices, highlight the unpredictable
nature of life and the consequences of one's actions.

3. Media and Public Perception: The role of media in shaping public opinion is a recurring theme. The
authors explore how Kennedy's image was crafted and how media coverage affected the public's
reaction to his presidency and assassination.

Discussion Questions

To facilitate a thoughtful discussion, consider the following questions:

Character Analysis

1. John F. Kennedy: How does the book portray Kennedy's leadership style? What are his strengths
and weaknesses as depicted in the narrative?



2. Lee Harvey Oswald: What factors contributed to Oswald becoming the assassin? How does the
book provide insight into his psychological state?

3. Other Key Figures: Discuss the roles of figures such as Jacqueline Kennedy, Lyndon B. Johnson, and
FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover. How did their actions influence the events leading to the assassination?

Historical Context

1. The Cold War: How does the book contextualize the assassination within the larger framework of
the Cold War? What were the implications for America’s foreign policy?

2. Civil Rights Movement: In what ways does the book address the impact of the civil rights movement
during Kennedy's presidency? How did this societal shift play a role in the events of the time?

3. Media Influence: How did the media coverage of both Kennedy and Oswald shape public
perception? What role did television play in the dissemination of information during this historical
period?

Important Events

Understanding the chronology of events is crucial for a comprehensive discussion. Consider these key
moments:

1. The Cuban Missile Crisis (1962): Analyze how this event influenced Kennedy's leadership and the
nation's perception of him.

2. Kennedy’s Civil Rights Address (1963): Discuss the significance of this speech in the context of the
civil rights movement and its impact on Kennedy's legacy.

3. The Assassination (November 22, 1963): What were the immediate reactions to Kennedy’s
assassination? How did it change the course of American history?

Literary Analysis

1. Narrative Style: Examine the authors' storytelling techniques. How do O'Reilly and Dugard blend
historical facts with narrative storytelling to engage the reader?

2. Use of Sources: Discuss the sources used by the authors. How do they support the claims made in
the book? Are there any notable omissions that could lead to different interpretations?

3. Imagery and Symbolism: Identify key symbols and imagery used throughout the book. What do
they represent, and how do they enhance the overall narrative?



Personal Reflection

Encourage readers to think about their personal connections to the material:

1. Impact on Society: How did the assassination of Kennedy affect your family or community? What
conversations did it spark?

2. Modern Implications: In what ways can the themes explored in the book be applied to current
political climates or leadership styles?

3. Emotional Response: How did reading the book make you feel? Were there moments that
particularly resonated with you or evoked strong emotions?

Conclusion

"Killing Kennedy" offers an in-depth look at a defining moment in American history, blending personal
stories with historical analysis. This discussion guide aims to prompt engaging conversations and
deeper understanding of the text. Readers are encouraged to reflect on the complex interplay of
historical events, individual choices, and the broader societal implications of Kennedy's assassination.
Whether for a book club or personal exploration, the themes and questions raised by O'Reilly and
Dugard provide fertile ground for discussion and reflection on the legacy of one of America’s most
enigmatic presidents.

By examining the various layers of the narrative, readers can appreciate the significance of Kennedy's
life and death, as well as the enduring questions that continue to surround this pivotal time in history.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of the 'Killing Kennedy' discussion
guide?
The main theme revolves around the events leading up to the assassination of President John F.
Kennedy, exploring the historical, political, and social implications.

Who are the primary figures discussed in 'Killing Kennedy'?
The primary figures include President John F. Kennedy, Lee Harvey Oswald, and other key individuals
involved in the political landscape of the 1960s.

What type of audience is the 'Killing Kennedy' discussion
guide intended for?
The guide is intended for readers interested in American history, political science, and those looking
to engage in discussions about significant historical events.



How does the discussion guide address conspiracy theories
related to JFK's assassination?
The discussion guide critically examines various conspiracy theories, encouraging readers to analyze
evidence and differentiate between fact and speculation.

What are some discussion questions included in the guide?
Some discussion questions include: 'What were the political climates before JFK's assassination?' and
'How did media coverage shape public perception of the event?'

Does the guide provide historical context for JFK's
presidency?
Yes, the guide provides a comprehensive historical context, detailing JFK's policies, challenges, and
achievements during his presidency.

What literary techniques are highlighted in the 'Killing
Kennedy' discussion guide?
The guide highlights narrative techniques such as foreshadowing, character development, and the
use of primary sources to enhance storytelling.

Are there any recommended resources for further reading in
the guide?
Yes, the guide includes a list of recommended books, articles, and documentaries to provide
additional insight into JFK's life and assassination.

How can educators use the 'Killing Kennedy' discussion guide
in the classroom?
Educators can use the guide to facilitate discussions, assign group projects, and encourage critical
thinking about historical events and their impact.

What impact did JFK's assassination have on American
society, as discussed in the guide?
The guide discusses the profound impact on American society, including a shift in public trust towards
government, increased political activism, and a lasting cultural legacy.
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