
king of shadows by susan cooper
king of shadows by susan cooper is a captivating historical fantasy novel
that intricately blends time travel, Shakespearean drama, and the magical
world of theater. This novel, written by Susan Cooper, explores the
adventures of a young boy who finds himself transported back to the
Elizabethan era, where he becomes deeply involved with the original actors of
Shakespeare’s plays. The story offers readers an immersive experience into
the life and times of Shakespeare, enriched by vivid characters and a
compelling narrative. This article provides an in-depth examination of the
novel’s plot, characters, themes, and its place within children’s literature.
Additionally, it highlights the significance of Susan Cooper’s storytelling
and her ability to engage readers with historical fiction. Readers interested
in classic literature, time travel narratives, and historical adventures will
find this article informative and insightful. Below is an organized overview
of the key aspects discussed.
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Overview of King of Shadows by Susan Cooper
King of shadows by susan cooper is a novel that masterfully combines elements
of fantasy and historical fiction, allowing readers to experience the
Elizabethan era through the eyes of a modern protagonist. The story centers
around Nat Field, a young actor from the 20th century who is mysteriously
transported back in time to London in 1599. There, Nat becomes involved with
the Lord Chamberlain’s Men, the acting company that performed William
Shakespeare’s plays. Susan Cooper’s narrative style is engaging and rich with
historical detail, making the era come alive for readers of all ages. The
novel explores not only the intricacies of theater during Shakespeare’s time
but also the cultural and societal norms of the period.

Published in 1999, the book appeals to middle-grade and young adult
audiences, offering a unique blend of education and entertainment. The



carefully constructed plot and well-developed characters make it a valuable
read for those interested in literature, history, and fantasy. This overview
sets the stage for a deeper exploration of the novel’s components.

Main Characters in King of Shadows
The characters in king of shadows by susan cooper are pivotal in bringing the
story to life. The novel features a mix of historical figures and fictional
characters, each contributing to the rich tapestry of the narrative.
Understanding these characters is essential for appreciating the novel’s
depth and complexity.

Nat Field
Nat Field is the protagonist, a young boy from the 20th century who is
passionate about acting. His journey through time allows him to experience
the challenges and triumphs of Elizabethan theater firsthand. Nat’s character
development highlights themes of courage, identity, and artistic dedication.

William Shakespeare
Shakespeare appears as a significant figure in the novel, portrayed with
historical accuracy and depth. His interactions with Nat provide insights
into his creative process and the theatrical world of the late 16th and early
17th centuries.

Other Members of the Lord Chamberlain’s Men
The novel features several actors and crew members from Shakespeare’s
company, each with distinct personalities and roles. These characters enrich
the story by showcasing the collaborative nature of theater and the social
dynamics of the time.

Richard Burbage – The leading actor

Christopher Beeston – A member of the company

Edward Alleyn – A rival actor

Queen Elizabeth I – Occasionally referenced, representing the era’s
authority



Plot Summary and Key Events
King of shadows by susan cooper follows an intriguing plot that revolves
around Nat Field’s unexpected journey to Elizabethan London and his
involvement with Shakespeare’s acting troupe. The plot is structured around
Nat’s efforts to adapt to the past, perform in Shakespeare’s plays, and
navigate the dangers of the time.

Nat’s Time Travel Experience
The story begins with Nat participating in a reenactment of Shakespeare’s
plays in the modern era. Through a mystical event, he is transported back to
1599, where he must conceal his true origins while adapting to the customs
and language of the period.

Life in Elizabethan Theater
Nat joins the Lord Chamberlain’s Men, learning the discipline and dedication
required of actors in Shakespeare’s company. He participates in rehearsals
and performances, gaining firsthand knowledge of theatrical practices and
challenges of the era.

Key Challenges and Conflicts
Throughout the novel, Nat faces multiple conflicts, including the risk of
exposure as a time traveler, political intrigue surrounding the theater, and
personal struggles related to identity and belonging. These challenges drive
the narrative and contribute to Nat’s growth as a character.

Resolution and Return
Ultimately, Nat must find a way to return to his own time, having gained
profound insights and experiences. His journey concludes with a renewed
appreciation for Shakespeare and the enduring power of theater.

Themes and Literary Significance
Thematic depth in king of shadows by susan cooper elevates the novel beyond a
simple adventure story. It explores significant ideas relevant to readers of
all ages, especially those interested in literature, history, and self-
discovery.



The Power of Theater
The novel emphasizes the transformative power of theater as a form of
storytelling and cultural expression. It highlights how plays reflect
societal values and human emotions, demonstrating the timeless nature of
Shakespeare’s work.

Time Travel as a Literary Device
Time travel serves as a mechanism to bridge the gap between past and present,
allowing readers to connect with history in a personal and engaging way. It
facilitates exploration of historical accuracy while adding elements of
fantasy and suspense.

Identity and Belonging
Nat’s journey raises questions about identity, belonging, and personal
growth. His struggle to fit into a different era mirrors universal challenges
related to self-understanding and acceptance.

Historical Education Through Fiction
The novel serves as an educational tool, introducing readers to the
Elizabethan era’s culture, politics, and theatrical practices through an
accessible narrative.

Exploration of Elizabethan social norms

Insight into the life of Shakespeare and his contemporaries

Reflection on the enduring relevance of classical literature

Historical and Cultural Context
The setting of king of shadows by susan cooper is meticulously crafted to
reflect the historical and cultural realities of late 16th-century England.
Understanding this context enhances appreciation of the novel’s authenticity
and educational value.



Elizabethan England
The novel vividly portrays the political, social, and cultural environment of
Elizabethan England, a period known for its artistic flourishing and complex
social hierarchy. Key historical events and figures are woven into the story,
providing a rich backdrop for the narrative.

Theater in the Elizabethan Era
The theater was a central aspect of cultural life during this period. The
novel accurately depicts the workings of acting companies, the significance
of patronage, and the challenges faced by performers and playwrights alike.

Shakespeare’s Impact
William Shakespeare’s role as a playwright and cultural icon is emphasized
throughout the novel. His plays are shown as reflections of the zeitgeist,
and his creative genius is celebrated as a major influence on English
literature.

Reception and Awards
King of shadows by susan cooper has garnered critical acclaim for its
compelling storytelling and rich historical detail. Readers and critics alike
have praised the novel for its ability to educate while entertaining, making
it a popular choice in educational settings.

Critical Acclaim
The novel is noted for its well-researched historical accuracy and
imaginative narrative. It has been lauded for engaging young readers with
complex themes and making Shakespeare accessible to a modern audience.

Awards and Honors
Since its publication, the book has received several awards and honors,
recognizing its contribution to children’s literature and historical fiction.
These accolades underscore the novel’s lasting impact and quality.

Newbery Honor recognition

Positive reviews from literary critics



Inclusion in school curricula

Conclusion and Legacy
The legacy of king of shadows by susan cooper lies in its enduring appeal to
readers interested in history, literature, and fantasy. The novel continues
to inspire young audiences to explore Shakespeare’s works and appreciate the
historical context of the Elizabethan era. Susan Cooper’s skillful blending
of fact and fiction creates a timeless story that educates and entertains.
This work exemplifies how historical fiction can serve as a bridge between
past and present, fostering a deeper understanding of cultural heritage
through imaginative storytelling.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main plot of 'King of Shadows' by Susan
Cooper?
The novel follows Nat Field, a young boy actor in 16th-century England who is
magically transported to the 20th century where he participates in a
production of Shakespeare's 'A Midsummer Night's Dream' and discovers secrets
about his past and the theater.

Who is the protagonist in 'King of Shadows' and what
is his role?
The protagonist is Nat Field, a twelve-year-old boy who acts in Shakespeare's
plays. He is transported through time and takes on the role of Puck in a
modern-day production, bridging the Elizabethan era and contemporary times.

How does Susan Cooper incorporate time travel in
'King of Shadows'?
Time travel is a central element, where Nat is mysteriously transported from
1599 to the 20th century. This allows the story to explore themes of history,
theater, and identity across different time periods.

What themes are explored in 'King of Shadows' by
Susan Cooper?
The novel explores themes such as the power of theater, friendship, identity,
the connection between past and present, and the enduring impact of
Shakespeare's works.



Is 'King of Shadows' suitable for young adult
readers?
Yes, 'King of Shadows' is a popular historical fantasy novel aimed at middle-
grade and young adult readers, combining adventure, history, and fantasy
elements in an engaging way.

Has 'King of Shadows' by Susan Cooper received any
awards or recognition?
Yes, 'King of Shadows' has received critical acclaim and won the Newbery
Honor in 1990, recognizing it as a distinguished contribution to American
children's literature.

Additional Resources
1. The Dark Is Rising by Susan Cooper
This is the second book in Susan Cooper’s “The Dark Is Rising” sequence,
blending Arthurian legend with modern fantasy. It follows Will Stanton, who
discovers on his 11th birthday that he is the last of the Old Ones, guardians
who must fight against the forces of the Dark. The novel beautifully combines
myth, magic, and the struggles of growing up.

2. The Shakespeare Stealer by Gary Blackwood
Set in Elizabethan England, this historical novel follows a young orphan
named Widge, who is hired to steal a copy of Shakespeare’s new play. As Widge
becomes involved with Shakespeare’s troupe, he gains a deeper appreciation
for the world of theatre. The story captures the excitement and intrigue of
the Elizabethan stage, much like “King of Shadows.”

3. Peter and the Starcatchers by Dave Barry and Ridley Pearson
A prequel to the story of Peter Pan, this adventure novel reveals how Peter
came to Neverland. It combines historical fiction with fantasy, featuring
pirates, lost boys, and magical starstuff. Like “King of Shadows,” it
explores themes of childhood, imagination, and the power of storytelling.

4. The Invention of Hugo Cabret by Brian Selznick
This unique novel combines prose and illustrations to tell the story of Hugo,
an orphan living in a Paris train station. Hugo’s quest to unlock a mystery
involving an automaton and early cinema echoes the magic of theatre and
performance. The book captures a sense of wonder and discovery similar to
that in “King of Shadows.”

5. Fairy Tale by Cynsational Tales
This collection features stories that explore the magical and mysterious
elements of folklore and theatre. Readers who enjoyed the mythic and
historical layers of “King of Shadows” will find these tales enchanting and
thought-provoking. The book celebrates the power of storytelling and the



fantastical.

6. Tuck Everlasting by Natalie Babbitt
A classic novel about a young girl who encounters a family that has
discovered the secret to immortality. Themes of time, life, and the
consequences of eternal youth resonate with the time-traveling elements of
“King of Shadows.” It’s a poignant story about the choices we make and the
value of life’s natural cycles.

7. The Girl Who Drank the Moon by Kelly Barnhill
This Newbery Medal-winning fantasy tells the story of a young girl raised by
a witch, a swamp monster, and a tiny dragon. It’s a tale full of magic, self-
discovery, and the power of stories to shape reality. Fans of Susan Cooper’s
lyrical style and mythic themes will enjoy this enchanting novel.

8. Peter Pan by J.M. Barrie
The classic play and novel that inspired many adaptations and echoes in “King
of Shadows.” It tells the story of the boy who never grows up and his
adventures in Neverland. Barrie’s work explores themes of childhood,
imagination, and the bittersweet nature of growing up.

9. The Secret Garden by Frances Hodgson Burnett
This timeless story centers on a lonely orphan girl who discovers a hidden,
neglected garden that she brings back to life. Themes of transformation,
healing, and the magic of nature parallel the transformative journeys found
in “King of Shadows.” It’s a gentle, hopeful tale about growth and renewal.
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