
killing mr griffin study guide
Killing Mr. Griffin is a novel written by Lois Duncan, first published in 1978. This gripping
psychological thriller explores the themes of teenage rebellion, the consequences of
actions, and the intricate dynamics of power and control. As readers delve into the story,
they encounter a group of high school students who find themselves entangled in a dark
plot that leads to tragic consequences. This study guide will provide an overview of the
novel, character analyses, themes, and discussion questions to enhance understanding and
engagement with the text.

Summary of the Novel

Killing Mr. Griffin centers around the story of a dedicated but strict high school teacher, Mr.
Griffin, who is often seen as a tyrant by his students. The narrative begins with a group of
students—Susan, Mark, David, and Betsy—who are fed up with Mr. Griffin's harsh teaching
methods. Their frustration culminates in a plan to scare him, but things take a deadly turn
when the situation spirals out of control.

The plot unfolds as follows:

Introduction of Characters: The four main students are introduced, alongside Mr.1.
Griffin. Each student has their own reasons for disliking him.

The Plan: The group decides to kidnap Mr. Griffin to teach him a lesson, intending to2.
scare him into being nicer.

Consequences: The plan goes awry, leading to Mr. Griffin's death, which sets off a3.
chain of events that drastically changes their lives.

Emotional Turmoil: The students grapple with guilt, fear, and the moral implications4.
of their actions.

Resolution: The story concludes with the aftermath of their choices and the impact5.
on their futures.

Character Analysis

Understanding the characters in Killing Mr. Griffin is crucial to grasping the novel's themes
and moral dilemmas.



Mr. Griffin
Mr. Griffin is portrayed as a strict, no-nonsense teacher who demands respect and diligence
from his students. While his teaching methods may be harsh, they stem from a genuine
desire to educate and challenge his students. His character serves as a catalyst for the
events that unfold, representing the adult authority figure that the teenagers rebel against.

Susan McConnell
Susan is one of the central characters, characterized by her sensitivity and moral compass.
Initially, she is hesitant about the plan to scare Mr. Griffin, but she ultimately gets drawn
into the group’s dynamics. Her internal struggle highlights the conflict between peer
pressure and personal ethics.

Mark Kinney
Mark is the instigator of the plan and embodies the rebellious spirit of the group. His
motivations are rooted in a desire for power and control, making him a complex character
who navigates the fine line between leadership and manipulation.

David Ruggles
David is portrayed as the more passive member of the group, often going along with Mark’s
plans despite his reservations. His character illustrates the theme of complicity and the
consequences of inaction during critical moments.

Betsy Cline
Betsy provides a contrasting perspective, as she is more concerned about the potential
fallout of their actions. Her character emphasizes the theme of fear and the struggle to
maintain innocence amidst chaos.

Themes

Killing Mr. Griffin is rich with themes that provoke thought and discussion. Some of the most
prominent themes include:

Rebellion and Authority
The novel explores the tension between teenagers and authority figures. Mr. Griffin
represents the rigid structure of education, while the students embody the desire for
autonomy and freedom. This conflict raises questions about respect, discipline, and the role
of teachers in shaping young minds.



Consequences of Actions
A central theme is the idea that actions have repercussions. The initial plan to scare Mr.
Griffin leads to unintended and tragic results, prompting readers to consider the weight of
their decisions and the potential for unforeseen outcomes.

Moral Dilemmas
The characters face significant moral dilemmas throughout the story. Readers are invited to
ponder questions of right and wrong, loyalty, and the ethics of revenge. Each character's
choices reflect their values and the complexity of human behavior.

Friendship and Betrayal
The dynamics of friendship are tested as the characters navigate the aftermath of their
actions. Trust and loyalty are put to the test, revealing how quickly relationships can
fracture under pressure.

Discussion Questions

To facilitate deeper engagement with the text, consider the following discussion questions:

1. How do the characters' backgrounds influence their motivations for participating in the
plan against Mr. Griffin?
2. What role does peer pressure play in the decisions made by the characters?
3. In what ways does the novel challenge traditional views of authority figures in education?
4. What is the significance of the title "Killing Mr. Griffin"? How does it relate to the themes
of the novel?
5. How do the characters evolve throughout the story, and what lessons do they learn by
the end?
6. What are the implications of the novel's ending? Do you think the characters will be able
to move on from their actions?

Conclusion

Killing Mr. Griffin is a thought-provoking novel that delves into the complexities of teenage
life, authority, and the consequences of choices. Through its well-developed characters and
gripping plot, Lois Duncan crafts a narrative that resonates with readers, prompting
reflection on moral dilemmas and the nature of rebellion. This study guide serves as a
resource for readers to engage more deeply with the text, sparking discussions about its
themes and characters. As the story unfolds, it leaves a lasting impression about the
importance of understanding the weight of one's actions and the intricate web of
relationships that define our lives.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary theme of 'Killing Mr. Griffin'?
The primary theme of 'Killing Mr. Griffin' revolves around the consequences of actions, the
moral dilemmas of right and wrong, and the impact of peer pressure on young individuals.

Who are the main characters in 'Killing Mr. Griffin'?
The main characters include Susan McConnell, a shy and academically-driven student; Mr.
Griffin, the strict English teacher; and a group of students including Mark, Dave, and
Jennifer who become involved in the plot.

What inciting incident sets the plot of 'Killing Mr.
Griffin' in motion?
The plot is set in motion when a group of students, frustrated with Mr. Griffin's strict
teaching methods, decides to kidnap him as a prank, which escalates into a tragic situation.

How does the character of Mr. Griffin contribute to the
story?
Mr. Griffin serves as a catalyst for the story's events; his strict demeanor and high
expectations create tension among students, ultimately leading to the drastic actions taken
against him.

What role does peer pressure play in the decisions
made by the characters?
Peer pressure is a significant factor in 'Killing Mr. Griffin,' influencing the characters to
engage in reckless behavior and compelling them to conform to the group's decisions,
despite their personal reservations.

How does the narrative explore the concept of guilt?
The narrative delves into guilt as characters grapple with the consequences of their actions,
leading to internal conflicts and moral questioning that affect their relationships and sense
of self.

What lessons can readers learn from 'Killing Mr.
Griffin'?
Readers can learn about the importance of accountability, the impact of choices, and the
potential dangers of succumbing to peer pressure, as well as the value of empathy and
understanding in relationships.



In what ways does the setting influence the story's
events?
The setting, primarily within a high school environment, amplifies the themes of
adolescence, authority, and rebellion, illustrating how the characters' social dynamics and
pressures shape their actions.

What is the resolution of 'Killing Mr. Griffin'?
The resolution involves the characters facing the aftermath of their actions, dealing with
the consequences of the kidnapping, and ultimately leading to a profound transformation in
their perspectives on morality and responsibility.
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