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The history of Kansas State University football is rich and diverse, with the quarterback position playing a
pivotal role in the development of the program. Over the years, K-State has seen a myriad of talented
quarterbacks, some of whom have become legends in the college football landscape. This article delves into the
evolution of the Kansas State quarterback position, highlighting notable players, their achievements, and the
impact they had on the program and beyond.

Early Years and Foundation (1910s-1960s)

Kansas State football began its journey in the early 20th century, but it wasn't until the late 1950s that
the quarterback position began to take shape. During these formative years, the Wildcats faced challenges
both on and off the field, with inconsistent performance being a recurring theme.

The 1950s: The Rise of the Wildcats

- 1950-1959: Kansas State struggled through much of this decade. However, the introduction of the T-
formation allowed for the development of more strategic play, including the quarterback's role in
orchestrating the offense.
- Notable Quarterbacks:
- Bob McCaffrey: A standout player in the late ‘50s, McCaffrey helped lay the groundwork for future
quarterbacks with his leadership and passing ability.

The Bill Snyder Era (1989-2005)

One of the most transformative periods in Kansas State football history began with the hiring of head coach
Bill Snyder in 1989. Snyder's influence on the program cannot be overstated, and it was during this era that
several key quarterbacks emerged, reshaping the future of K-State football.

Notable Quarterbacks Under Snyder

1. Michael Bishop (1996-1998)
- Bishop is often regarded as one of the greatest quarterbacks in K-State history. His dual-threat ability as a
passer and runner led the Wildcats to unprecedented success.
- Achievements:
- Led K-State to the Big 12 Championship game in 1998.
- Finished third in the Heisman Trophy voting in 1998.
- Set numerous school records, including total offense.

2. Josh Freeman (2006-2008)
- Freeman’s tenure marked a new era of passing for K-State. Known for his strong arm and ability to read
defenses, he became a first-round NFL draft pick.
- Achievements:
- Threw for over 8,000 yards in his career.
- Set school records for touchdown passes and passing yards in a season.

3. Collin Klein (2010-2013)



- Klein was a quintessential dual-threat quarterback who excelled under Snyder's system. His leadership and
toughness were instrumental during his time in Manhattan.
- Achievements:
- Named the Big 12 Offensive Player of the Year in 2012.
- Finished third in the Heisman Trophy voting in 2012.
- Led K-State to a Big 12 Championship and a Fiesta Bowl appearance.

Post-Snyder Transition (2006-2017)

After Bill Snyder’s retirement in 2005, Kansas State faced a transitional period. The search for a new identity
and leadership at the quarterback position became crucial for the program's success.

Key Quarterbacks Following Snyder

1. Daniel Sams (2011-2014)
- A dynamic athlete, Sams showcased his versatility as both a passer and a runner.
- Achievements:
- Played a significant role in the 2013 season, helping K-State to a winning record.

2. Jake Waters (2013-2015)
- Waters brought a new dimension to the quarterback position with his strong arm and ability to make plays.
- Achievements:
- Led the team to a bowl game in 2014 and was instrumental in the Wildcats’ offensive scheme.

3. Skylar Thompson (2017-2021)
- Thompson, a multi-year starter, was known for his poise and leadership on the field.
- Achievements:
- Became one of K-State’s all-time leading passers.
- Helped the Wildcats to multiple bowl appearances.

The Return of Bill Snyder and Recent Developments (2017-Present)

Bill Snyder’s return to the program in 2017 aimed to rekindle the magic of his earlier years. The quarterback
position remained critical to the team's success, and several emerging talents have continued to make their
mark.

Recent Quarterbacks and Their Impact

1. Will Howard (2020-Present)
- Howard stepped into a significant role during his time at K-State, exemplifying the program's resilience.
- Achievements:
- Contributed to K-State’s offensive success, particularly in key games during the 2021 season.

2. Adrian Martinez (2022)
- The former Nebraska quarterback transferred to K-State with a wealth of experience and expectations.
- Achievements:
- Helped lead the Wildcats to a Big 12 Championship in 2022, showcasing his ability to manage games
effectively.



Impact of Kansas State Quarterbacks on the NFL

Kansas State has produced several quarterbacks who have made significant impacts in the NFL, further
highlighting the program's ability to develop talent at the position.

Notable NFL Quarterbacks from K-State

- Michael Bishop: Although he had a brief NFL career, his college performance left a lasting legacy.
- Josh Freeman: Drafted in the first round (17th overall) by the Tampa Bay Buccaneers in 2009, Freeman became
a starting quarterback and had several successful seasons.
- Collin Klein: Transitioned to a different role in the NFL but continued to influence the game as a coach and
mentor.

Conclusion

The history of Kansas State quarterbacks is a testament to the program's growth and evolution over the
years. From the early days of struggling teams to the Bill Snyder era, where quarterbacks became central
figures in the Wildcats’ success, K-State has seen its share of remarkable talent. As the program continues to
evolve, the legacy of its quarterbacks remains a vital part of its identity, inspiring future generations of
players to strive for excellence on and off the field. The journey of Kansas State quarterbacks illustrates
not just the progression of a football program, but the heart and spirit of those who have worn the Wildcats
uniform.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is considered the greatest quarterback in Kansas State history?

Many fans and analysts consider Michael Bishop, who played from 1996 to 1998, to be the greatest
quarterback in Kansas State history due to his electrifying play and leadership, leading the Wildcats to a Big
12 championship and a top-10 finish in 1998.

What notable achievements did Collin Klein have as Kansas State's
quarterback?

Collin Klein, who played from 2010 to 2013, was a dual-threat quarterback known for his toughness and
ability to run. He led Kansas State to a Big 12 championship in 2012 and was a finalist for the Heisman Trophy
that same year.

How has the quarterback position at Kansas State evolved over the years?

The quarterback position at Kansas State has evolved from traditional pocket passers like Steve Grogan in
the 1970s to dual-threat quarterbacks like Collin Klein and Skylar Thompson, reflecting a broader trend in
college football towards mobile quarterbacks.

What impact did Bill Snyder have on the development of Kansas State
quarterbacks?

Bill Snyder, the long-time head coach, significantly impacted the development of Kansas State quarterbacks by



implementing a strong offensive system that emphasized both passing and running, helping shape successful
players like Michael Bishop and Collin Klein.

Who holds the record for most passing yards in a single season at Kansas
State?

As of 2023, the record for most passing yards in a single season at Kansas State is held by Skylar Thompson,
who threw for 2,594 yards in the 2021 season, showcasing the growth of the passing game in the Wildcats'
offense.
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