judy blume double fudge summary

Judy Blume Double Fudge is a beloved children's novel that follows the
imaginative and sometimes chaotic life of a young boy named Peter Hatcher.
Written by the acclaimed author Judy Blume, this book is part of the "Fudge"
series, which has captivated readers with its humorous and relatable
depictions of family dynamics and childhood adventures. In "Double Fudge,"
Peter navigates the challenges of family life, friendships, and the quirky
antics of his younger brother, Fudge, while dealing with the unexpected
arrival of relatives. This article will explore the key themes, characters,
and plot points of "Double Fudge," providing a comprehensive summary of this
delightful tale.

Overview of the Plot

"Double Fudge" takes place in New York City and revolves around Peter
Hatcher, a fifth-grader who often finds himself exasperated by his younger
brother, Farley Drexel Hatcher, affectionately known as Fudge. The story
begins with the Hatchers preparing for the arrival of their relatives, the
Tubmans, who are coming to visit from California. The Tubmans, particularly
Fudge’s cousin, a boy named Daniel, is a significant source of excitement and
chaos.

As the story unfolds, Peter grapples with the challenges posed by Fudge's
antics and the overwhelming presence of his relatives. The plot thickens as
Peter discovers that the Tubmans are not only quirky but also have their own
share of peculiarities, leading to a series of humorous and relatable
situations.

Character Analysis

1. Peter Hatcher:

- The protagonist and narrator of the story, Peter is a relatable character
who often feels overshadowed by his younger brother, Fudge. He is mature for
his age and frequently finds himself in situations that test his patience and
understanding.

2. Farley Drexel "Fudge" Hatcher:

- Fudge is a precocious and mischievous five-year-old who is the source of
much of the book's humor. His antics, such as his obsession with money and
his tendency to create chaos, drive much of the plot. Despite his
mischievousness, Fudge has an endearing quality that makes him hard to
dislike.

3. Mrs. Hatcher:



- Peter and Fudge's mother, Mrs. Hatcher, is a caring and supportive figure
who tries to manage the chaos of her household. She often finds herself
mediating between her two sons.

4. Mr. Hatcher:

- Peter and Fudge's father, Mr. Hatcher, provides a calm and steady influence
in the family. He often supports Peter in navigating the challenges posed by
Fudge's behavior.

5. Daniel Tubman:

- Fudge's cousin, Daniel, is another key character who arrives with the
Tubmans. He is described as being somewhat different from Fudge, and his
interactions with Peter and Fudge add depth to the story.

6. The Tubman Family:

- The Tubmans are portrayed as a lively family who bring their own quirks and
eccentricities to the story. Their dynamics with the Hatchers contribute to
the overall chaos and humor.

Major Themes

The novel "Double Fudge" tackles several important themes that resonate with
both children and adults. These themes include:

1. Family Dynamics:

- The story highlights the complexities of family relationships. Peter's
feelings of frustration and love for his brother are relatable to many
readers. The interactions between the Hatchers and Tubmans showcase how
families can be both a source of joy and frustration.

2. Growing Up:

- Peter's journey throughout the book reflects the challenges of growing up.
He learns to cope with his feelings, navigate sibling rivalry, and understand
the importance of patience and communication.

3. Friendship and Loyalty:

- The importance of friendship is emphasized through Peter's relationships
with his friends and family. The bonds he shares with his friends provide him
with support during challenging times.

4. Imagination and Creativity:

- Fudge’s imaginative nature and his unique way of viewing the world add a
layer of creativity to the story. This theme encourages readers to embrace
their creativity and think outside the box.



Key Events and Highlights

"Double Fudge" is filled with memorable moments that contribute to the
overall humor and charm of the story. Some of the key events include:

1. The Arrival of the Tubmans:

- The arrival of the Tubman family sets off a chain of events that leads to
both comedic and chaotic situations. Peter’s initial excitement quickly turns
to frustration as he tries to cope with their intrusive nature.

2. Fudge's Antics:

- Throughout the book, Fudge engages in various whimsical and outrageous
behaviors, such as his obsession with money and his determination to sell his
own “Fudge” candy. These antics create humorous situations that keep readers
entertained.

3. Conflict Between Peter and Fudge:

- A significant portion of the story revolves around the sibling rivalry
between Peter and Fudge. Their disagreements often lead to hilarious outcomes
and teach important lessons about understanding and compromise.

4. Bonding with Daniel:

- As Peter spends time with his cousin Daniel, he learns to appreciate their
differences and eventually finds common ground. This subplot highlights the
theme of friendship and family bonding.

5. The Climax:

- The climax of the story occurs when an unexpected event brings the family
together, forcing Peter and Fudge to confront their feelings and work
together. This moment serves as a turning point in their relationship.

Writing Style and Impact

Judy Blume's writing style in "Double Fudge" is characterized by its child-
friendly language, humor, and relatability. The dialogue is engaging, and the
characters are well-developed, making it easy for readers to connect with
them. Blume's ability to capture the complexities of childhood experiences
resonates with readers of all ages.

The impact of "Double Fudge" extends beyond its humor and entertainment
value. The book addresses real-life issues that children face, such as
sibling rivalry, the importance of family, and the challenges of growing up.
Blume's portrayal of Peter's journey encourages readers to embrace their own
experiences and navigate the ups and downs of family life.



Conclusion

In summary, Judy Blume Double Fudge is a delightful exploration of family
dynamics, sibling rivalry, and the journey of growing up. Through the
humorous and relatable experiences of Peter Hatcher and his family, Blume
delivers important lessons about patience, understanding, and the value of
relationships. The novel's engaging characters, witty dialogue, and heartfelt
moments make it a timeless classic that continues to resonate with readers
today. Whether revisiting the story as an adult or discovering it for the
first time as a child, "Double Fudge" offers a rich and enjoyable reading
experience that leaves a lasting impression.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main plot of 'Double Fudge' by Judy
Blume?

'Double Fudge' follows the story of Peter Hatcher as he navigates the chaos
brought on by the arrival of his eccentric relatives, particularly his
younger brother Fudge, who becomes obsessed with money and schemes.

Who are the main characters in 'Double Fudge'?

The main characters include Peter Hatcher, his brother Fudge, their parents,
and their relatives from the West, particularly their cousin Sheila and their
quirky Uncle Feather.

What themes are explored in 'Double Fudge'?

Key themes in 'Double Fudge' include family dynamics, sibling rivalry, the
challenges of growing up, and the importance of money and values.

How does Peter feel about his brother Fudge in
‘Double Fudge'?

Peter often feels frustrated and exasperated by Fudge's antics, as Fudge's
behavior frequently disrupts Peter's life and plans.

What kind of adventures do the characters have in
‘Double Fudge'?

The characters have various adventures, including a trip to Washington, D.C.,
where they encounter unusual situations and meet interesting people, all
while dealing with Fudge's antics.



What does Fudge want to do with his newfound
obsession with money?

Fudge wants to become a millionaire and starts various schemes to earn and
save money, which often leads to humorous situations.

How does Judy Blume use humor in 'Double Fudge'?

Judy Blume employs humor through the exaggerated behavior of Fudge and the
relatable frustrations of Peter, creating funny scenarios that resonate with
readers.

What age group is 'Double Fudge' intended for?

‘Double Fudge' is primarily targeted at middle-grade readers, typically ages
8-12, but can be enjoyed by anyone who appreciates humorous family stories.

What is the significance of the title 'Double
Fudge'?
The title 'Double Fudge' refers both to Fudge's name and his larger-than-life

personality, as well as to the idea of excess, which is a recurring theme in
the book.
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