
kansas football head coach history
Kansas football head coach history is a fascinating journey that reflects the ups and downs of
college football in the Sunflower State. The University of Kansas, located in Lawrence, has a long
and storied tradition in the sport, with its football program dating back to the late 19th century.
Over the years, the Jayhawks have seen a variety of head coaches, each leaving their mark on the
program in different ways. This article will explore the history of Kansas football head coaches,
highlighting their achievements, challenges, and contributions to the team and the university.

The Early Years of Kansas Football

The Kansas football program began in 1890, making it one of the oldest in the nation. During its
early years, the team experienced struggles with organization and competition. Here’s a brief
overview of the early coaches who shaped the foundation of the program:

John McCook (1890-1891): The first head coach of the Jayhawks, McCook laid the
groundwork for the program. His tenure was short, and the team faced significant challenges,
including a lack of resources.

William H. Lewis (1892-1899): Lewis was notable for bringing a more structured approach
to the game. Under his leadership, the team began to establish a competitive presence.

Walter E. Smith (1900-1901): Smith's time as head coach was marked by a series of
successful campaigns, contributing to the early establishment of Kansas football.

Mid-20th Century Coaches

As college football evolved, so did the Kansas football program. The mid-20th century brought
several significant coaches who would leave a lasting impact.

Jack Mitchell (1948-1952)

Jack Mitchell was pivotal in the post-war era of Kansas football. He led the team to its first bowl
game appearance in the 1951 Orange Bowl, setting a precedent for future success. His innovative
offensive strategies and strong recruiting laid the groundwork for the future of the program.

Chuck Mather (1954-1960)

Chuck Mather's tenure is often remembered for his ability to develop talent. He guided the Jayhawks



to multiple winning seasons and another bowl appearance in the 1961 Gator Bowl. Mather's
contributions included establishing a strong defense, which became a hallmark of Kansas football.

Don Fambrough (1960-1967)

Don Fambrough took the helm during a time of transition. While he faced some challenges, he
managed to cultivate a competitive spirit within the team. His leadership helped maintain stability
during a tumultuous period in college athletics.

The 1970s and 1980s: A Time of Change

The 1970s and 1980s were marked by significant changes in college football, including shifts in
recruiting practices and the emergence of television as a powerful force in the sport.

Bo Pelini (1983-1985)

Bo Pelini's brief tenure was characterized by his fiery coaching style. Although he faced struggles in
terms of wins and losses, Pelini's passion for the game resonated with players and fans alike. After
leaving Kansas, he went on to have a successful coaching career at other prestigious programs.

Glen Mason (1988-1996)

Glen Mason is widely regarded as one of the most successful coaches in Kansas football history.
During his tenure, he led the Jayhawks to multiple bowl games, including the 1992 Aloha Bowl.
Mason's emphasis on strong recruiting and player development helped revitalize the program,
making it a force in the Big Eight Conference.

The 21st Century: New Challenges and Opportunities

As the new millennium approached, Kansas football faced new challenges, including increased
competition and changes in conference alignment. This period also saw the emergence of several
notable coaches.

Mark Mangino (2002-2009)

Mark Mangino's era was one of the most successful in Kansas football history. Under his guidance,
the Jayhawks had a remarkable season in 2007, finishing with a 12-1 record and earning a spot in
the Orange Bowl. Mangino's ability to develop talent and foster a winning culture made him a
beloved figure in Lawrence.



Turner Gill (2010-2011)

Turner Gill's time at Kansas was marked by high expectations but ultimately fell short of success.
Despite his impressive coaching resume, Gill struggled to replicate the success of his predecessor.
His experience highlighted the challenges of transitioning programs amid changing dynamics in
college football.

Charlie Weis (2012-2014)

Charlie Weis, known for his offensive expertise, took over with hopes of turning the program around.
However, his tenure was plagued by inconsistency and disappointing results, leading to his dismissal
after just three seasons.

David Beaty (2015-2018)

David Beaty faced the daunting task of rebuilding a struggling program. While his time was marked
by challenges, he emphasized player development and academic success. Beaty's efforts laid the
groundwork for future coaches, even if wins were scarce during his tenure.

Recent Developments: Lance Leipold and Future
Prospects

In 2021, the Kansas football program made a significant move by hiring Lance Leipold as the head
coach. Leipold, known for his successful tenure at Buffalo, brings a wealth of experience and a
proven track record of building competitive teams.

The Impact of Lance Leipold

Lance Leipold's arrival has generated optimism among fans and players alike. His coaching
philosophy emphasizes discipline, teamwork, and a commitment to excellence. Early signs of success
under Leipold’s leadership have rekindled hope for a brighter future for Kansas football.

Looking Ahead

As Kansas football continues to evolve, the legacy of its past head coaches remains an integral part
of its identity. With Leipold at the helm, the program aims to reclaim its status as a competitive force
in college football.



Conclusion

The Kansas football head coach history is a testament to the resilience and spirit of the program.
From its humble beginnings to the challenges of the modern era, each coach has contributed to the
rich tapestry of Kansas football. As the Jayhawks look to the future, they carry with them the lessons
learned from their storied past, striving for success on and off the field. Whether through triumphs
or tribulations, the journey of Kansas football continues, promising an exciting chapter ahead for
this proud program.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was the first head coach of the Kansas Jayhawks football
team?
The first head coach of the Kansas Jayhawks football team was Dr. John B. McCook, who led the
team from 1890 to 1891.

Which Kansas football head coach had the most wins in school
history?
As of 2023, the head coach with the most wins in Kansas football history is Mark Mangino, who
coached from 2002 to 2009 and accumulated 50 wins.

What notable achievement did Mark Mangino accomplish
during his tenure?
Mark Mangino led the Jayhawks to an Orange Bowl victory in 2008, marking their first BCS bowl
appearance.

Who is the current head coach of the Kansas Jayhawks football
team?
As of 2023, the current head coach of the Kansas Jayhawks football team is Lance Leipold, who took
over the program in 2021.

Which Kansas football head coach had a reputation for
developing NFL talent?
David Beaty, who served as head coach from 2015 to 2018, was noted for developing NFL talent,
particularly with players like Dorance Armstrong.

What challenges have Kansas football head coaches



historically faced?
Kansas football head coaches have historically faced challenges such as competition in recruiting,
inconsistent performance, and financial constraints within the athletic department.
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