knights of the old republic collection

knights of the old republic collection represents a seminal compilation of role-playing games set
in the expansive Star Wars universe. This collection brings together some of the most celebrated
titles developed by BioWare and Obsidian Entertainment, offering players a rich narrative
experience combined with deep gameplay mechanics. Celebrated for its compelling storytelling,
character development, and strategic combat system, the Knights of the Old Republic series has
become a cornerstone for fans of both Star Wars and RPG genres. The collection typically includes
the original Knights of the Old Republic game and its sequel, Knights of the Old Republic II: The Sith
Lords, both of which have been remastered or re-released on various platforms, enhancing
accessibility and graphical fidelity for modern audiences. This article explores the contents,
gameplay, storylines, and impact of the Knights of the Old Republic collection, providing an in-depth
overview for enthusiasts and newcomers alike. The following sections will cover the history of the
collection, detailed game features, platform availability, and its significance in the gaming industry.
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Overview of the Knights of the Old Republic Collection

The Knights of the Old Republic collection comprises the critically acclaimed role-playing games
developed primarily by BioWare and Obsidian Entertainment. These titles are set thousands of years
before the rise of the Galactic Empire, offering a unique perspective on the Star Wars lore. The
collection has been praised for its immersive storytelling, moral decision-making, and complex
character interactions. It serves as a definitive package for players interested in exploring the Old
Republic era of the Star Wars universe, featuring remastered versions with enhanced graphics and
compatibility for modern gaming systems.

Individual Games in the Collection

The collection typically includes two main titles: Knights of the Old Republic (KOTOR) and Knights of
the Old Republic II: The Sith Lords (KOTOR II). Each game contributes uniquely to the overarching
narrative and gameplay experience.



Knights of the Old Republic (KOTOR)

Released in 2003, KOTOR was developed by BioWare and set the standard for Star Wars RPGs. The
game features a deep storyline revolving around a galactic conflict between the Sith and the Jedi,
allowing players to choose their path between the light and dark sides of the Force. KOTOR
introduced a turn-based combat system adapted for real-time gameplay, complex character
customization, and a branching narrative driven by player choices.

Knights of the Old Republic II: The Sith Lords (KOTOR II)

Developed by Obsidian Entertainment and released in 2004, KOTOR II is a direct sequel that
expands on the original's narrative and mechanics. It delves deeper into themes of redemption and
the grey areas of morality within the Force. The game features an advanced dialogue system, new
Force powers, and a darker, more mature storyline. Despite initial technical issues, the game has
been widely celebrated following fan-made patches and updates that improved stability and content.

Gameplay Mechanics and Features

The Knights of the Old Republic collection is renowned for its innovative gameplay mechanics that
blend traditional RPG elements with Star Wars lore. Players navigate a vast galaxy, engage in
tactical combat, and make decisions that significantly impact the story and character development.

Character Customization and Development

Players can create and customize their protagonists, selecting attributes such as gender,
appearance, class, and Force abilities. Character progression is managed through experience points
and skill trees, allowing for diverse playstyles ranging from Jedi Knights to Sith Lords or neutral
characters.

Combat System

The combat system integrates turn-based strategy with real-time elements, requiring players to plan
attacks, use Force powers strategically, and manage party members. Tactical positioning and
equipment selection further enhance combat depth.

Decision-Making and Morality

A hallmark of the collection is its morality system, where player choices influence alignment with the
light or dark side of the Force. These decisions affect the storyline, relationships with companions,
and the game's multiple endings, offering high replayability.



Companions and Party Dynamics

Players are accompanied by various companion characters, each with unique backgrounds, abilities,
and personal quests. Building relationships with companions can unlock new storylines and affect
gameplay outcomes.

Story and Setting

The Knights of the Old Republic collection is set in the Star Wars universe approximately 4,000
years before the events of the films. This era is characterized by conflict between the Jedi Order and
the Sith Empire, providing a rich backdrop for storytelling.

Galactic Conflict and Political Intrigue

The narrative explores the resurgence of the Sith and the efforts of the Jedi to prevent galactic
domination. Players encounter various factions, including the Republic, Sith, Mandalorians, and
criminal organizations, each contributing to a complex political landscape.

Exploration of the Force

The games delve into the philosophical aspects of the Force, presenting players with moral dilemmas
and the consequences of their alignment. Themes of redemption, temptation, and the balance
between light and dark are central to the storylines.

Key Characters and Story Arcs

The collection features memorable characters such as Bastila Shan, Darth Revan, HK-47, and Kreia.
Their personal stories intertwine with the player's journey, enhancing the narrative depth and
emotional engagement.

Platform Availability and Technical Aspects

The Knights of the Old Republic collection has been released across multiple platforms, ensuring
wide accessibility for different types of gamers. The collection includes remastered and updated
versions to support modern hardware.

Supported Platforms

¢ PC (Windows and macOS)

e Xbox and Xbox 360



 PlayStation 4 and PlayStation 5 (via backward compatibility or remasters)

e Mobile devices (i0S and Android)

These releases often feature improved graphics, updated control schemes, and bug fixes to enhance
the overall user experience.

Technical Improvements and Remasters

Recent remastered versions in the collection provide higher resolution textures, improved lighting
effects, and updated user interfaces. These enhancements preserve the original narrative and
gameplay while modernizing the presentation for contemporary audiences.

Legacy and Influence in Gaming

The Knights of the Old Republic collection is widely regarded as a landmark in RPG and Star Wars
gaming history. Its influence extends beyond the original release dates, inspiring numerous
developers and shaping game design standards.

Critical Acclaim and Awards

Both KOTOR and KOTOR II received critical praise for storytelling, character development, and
innovative mechanics. The collection has won multiple awards and is frequently cited in discussions
about the greatest video games of all time.

Impact on Star Wars Media

The games expanded the Star Wars canon by introducing new lore, characters, and settings that
have been referenced in novels, comics, and other media. Their success demonstrated the viability of
original storylines within established franchises.

Influence on RPG Design

The moral choice system, branching narratives, and complex character interactions pioneered by the
Knights of the Old Republic collection have influenced many subsequent RPGs. Developers continue
to draw inspiration from its balance of gameplay and storytelling depth.

Frequently Asked Questions



What games are included in the Knights of the Old Republic
Collection?

The Knights of the Old Republic Collection typically includes Star Wars: Knights of the Old Republic
(KOTOR) and its sequel, Knights of the Old Republic II: The Sith Lords.

On which platforms is the Knights of the Old Republic
Collection available?

The Knights of the Old Republic Collection is available on platforms like PC, Xbox, and sometimes on
PlayStation and Nintendo Switch, depending on the release version.

Are there any graphical or gameplay improvements in the
Knights of the Old Republic Collection?

Yes, the collection often features enhanced graphics, updated controls, and bug fixes to improve the
overall gameplay experience compared to the original releases.

Does the Knights of the Old Republic Collection include
multiplayer modes?

No, both Knights of the Old Republic games are single-player RPGs and do not include multiplayer
modes.

Is the Knights of the Old Republic Collection compatible with
modern operating systems?

Yes, the collection has been updated to be compatible with modern operating systems like Windows
10 and 11, ensuring smooth gameplay on current PCs.

Can I transfer my save files from the original KOTOR games to
the collection?

Generally, save files from the original versions are not compatible with the collection due to updated
game engines and file structures.

Are there any new story elements or content added in the
Knights of the Old Republic Collection?

The collection usually does not add new story content but may include previously released DLCs or
expansions, depending on the edition.

Where can I purchase the Knights of the Old Republic



Collection?

The collection can be purchased from digital stores like Steam, Xbox Store, PlayStation Store, and
Nintendo eShop, as well as from select physical retailers.

Additional Resources

1. Star Wars: Knights of the Old Republic - Revan

This novel delves into the origins of Revan, one of the most enigmatic characters in the Knights of
the Old Republic universe. It explores his rise as a Jedi, his fall to the dark side, and the choices that
shaped the galaxy. The book offers rich backstory and complex character development, making it a
must-read for fans of the game.

2. Star Wars: The Old Republic - Deceived

Set in the same era as the Knights of the Old Republic games, this novel follows the Sith apprentice,
Theron Shan, as he navigates treachery and political intrigue within the Sith Empire. It provides a
deep dive into the Sith Order and the ongoing conflict with the Republic, blending action and
suspense with the rich lore of the Old Republic.

3. Star Wars: Knights of the Old Republic - The Lost Suns

This book follows a new cast of characters in the aftermath of the Mandalorian Wars, exploring their
struggles against Sith forces threatening the galaxy. It expands on the game’s universe by
introducing fresh perspectives and moral dilemmas, while maintaining the epic tone of the original
series.

4. Star Wars: Tales of the Jedi - Knights of the Old Republic

A collection of short stories set during the Old Republic era, this book showcases various Jedi and
Sith in pivotal moments of their lives. It captures the essence of the eternal struggle between light
and dark, revealing untold stories that enrich the Knights of the Old Republic mythos.

5. Star Wars: The Old Republic - Fatal Alliance

This novel bridges the gap between the Knights of the Old Republic games and the MMORPG The
Old Republic. It centers on a dangerous alliance formed to stop a powerful Sith lord, weaving
together political intrigue, epic battles, and complex alliances across the galaxy.

6. Star Wars: Knights of the Old Republic - The Sith Lords

Focusing on the dark side antagonists, this book details the rise and fall of key Sith Lords who
shaped the fate of the Old Republic. It provides insight into their motivations, rivalries, and the
consequences of their thirst for power, adding depth to the darker aspects of the saga.

7. Star Wars: The Old Republic - Annihilation

Set during the Great Galactic War, this novel follows Republic soldiers and Jedi as they confront
overwhelming Sith forces. It captures the desperation, heroism, and sacrifices made in the face of
annihilation, offering a gritty and emotional narrative within the Old Republic timeline.

8. Star Wars: Knights of the Old Republic - Dawn of the Jedi

Exploring the earliest days of the Jedi Order, this book provides the foundational history leading up
to the time of the Old Republic. It reveals how the Jedi first harnessed the Force and began their
eternal fight against the dark side, enriching the lore behind the Knights of the Old Republic.



9. Star Wars: The Old Republic - Revan’s Return

This novel revisits Revan’s legacy as new threats emerge in the galaxy, forcing former heroes to
confront their pasts and unite against a common enemy. It combines nostalgia with fresh
storytelling, expanding the enduring saga of the Knights of the Old Republic universe.
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