kareem abdul jabbar career stats

Kareem Abdul-Jabbar career stats are a testament to one of the greatest
basketball players in NBA history. Over his 20-year professional career,
Abdul-Jabbar not only dominated on the court but also left an indelible mark
on the game itself. From his skyhook shot to his incredible scoring ability,
his statistics reflect his skill, dedication, and consistency. This article
delves deep into the career stats of Kareem Abdul-Jabbar, exploring various
aspects of his performance and legacy in the world of basketball.

Early Life and Entry into the NBA

Kareem Abdul-Jabbar, born Ferdinand Lewis Alcindor Jr. on April 16, 1947, in
New York City, showed exceptional talent in basketball from a young age. He
attended Power Memorial Academy, where he led his high school team to a
remarkable 71-game winning streak. After high school, he played college
basketball at UCLA under the legendary coach John Wooden, winning three
consecutive NCAA championships from 1967 to 1969.

In 1969, Alcindor was selected first overall in the NBA Draft by the

Milwaukee Bucks. He would later change his name to Kareem Abdul-Jabbar after
converting to Islam in 1971.

Career Overview

Kareem Abdul-Jabbar played for two teams during his illustrious NBA career:

e Milwaukee Bucks (1969-1975)

e Los Angeles Lakers (1975-1989)

During his time in the league, he achieved numerous accolades, including six
NBA championships and six MVP awards, showcasing his ability to perform at
the highest level consistently.

Scoring Prowess

One of the most remarkable aspects of Kareem Abdul-Jabbar's career is his
scoring ability. He is the all-time leading scorer in NBA history, with an
astonishing total of 38,387 points. His scoring average over his career
stands at 24.6 points per game (PPG), a testament to his offensive prowess.



Field Goal Percentage

Kareem was not only a prolific scorer but also an efficient one. His career
field goal percentage is an impressive 55.9%. This efficiency is largely
attributed to his signature skyhook shot, which was nearly impossible to
defend.

Rebounding and Assists

In addition to his scoring, Kareem was a formidable rebounder and passer. His
career statistics include:
e Rebounds: 17,440 (11.2 RPG)

e Assists: 5,660 (5.6 APG)

These numbers reflect his ability to contribute to various facets of the
game, making him a well-rounded player.

Defensive Skills

Kareem Abdul-Jabbar was not just an offensive juggernaut; he was also a
strong defender. He was known for his shot-blocking ability, finishing his
career with 3,189 blocks, ranking among the top in NBA history. His defensive
prowess helped his teams secure victories and contributed to his reputation
as one of the game's greatest players.

Milestones and Achievements

Throughout his career, Kareem Abdul-Jabbar achieved numerous milestones that
solidified his legacy. Some of his most notable achievements include:
1. 6x NBA Champion (1971, 1980, 1982, 1985, 1987, 1988)
2. 6x NBA Most Valuable Player (MVP) (1971, 1972, 1974, 1976, 1977, 1980)
3. 19x NBA All-Star (1970-1977, 1979-1989)

4, ALL-NBA First Team selections (10 times)



5. NBA Rookie of the Year (1970)
6. NCAA Champion (1967, 1968, 1969)

7. Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall of Fame (1995)

These accolades demonstrate his impact on the game and his consistency at the
highest level.

Legacy and Influence

Kareem Abdul-Jabbar's influence extends beyond his on-court statistics. He
has been a prominent figure in social justice, advocating for various causes
throughout his life. His intellect and articulate manner have made him a
respected voice in the community and beyond.

In addition to his activism, Abdul-Jabbar has made significant contributions
to basketball as a coach and mentor. His teachings on the game, particularly
regarding footwork and shot mechanics, have influenced a new generation of
players.

Conclusion

In summary, the Kareem Abdul-Jabbar career stats reflect a player who not
only excelled in scoring but also contributed significantly in rebounds,
assists, and defense. His remarkable achievements and milestones underscore
his status as one of the all-time greats in NBA history. With a career that
spanned two decades, Abdul-Jabbar's legacy continues to inspire players and
fans alike, proving that greatness in basketball is not just measured by
numbers but also by the impact one has on the sport and society. As we look
back on his career, it's clear that Kareem Abdul-Jabbar will forever be
remembered as a legend in the world of basketball.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are Kareem Abdul-Jabbar's total career points
in the NBA?

Kareem Abdul-Jabbar scored a total of 38,387 points during his NBA career.



How many rebounds did Kareem Abdul-Jabbar accumulate
in his career?

He recorded a total of 17,440 rebounds throughout his career.

What is Kareem Abdul-Jabbar's career average for
points per game?

Kareem Abdul-Jabbar averaged 24.6 points per game over his 20-season career.

How many assists did Kareem Abdul-Jabbar have in his
career?

He finished his career with 5,660 assists.

What was Kareem Abdul-Jabbar's field goal percentage
throughout his career?

He had a career field goal percentage of 55.9%.

How many times did Kareem Abdul-Jabbar win the NBA
MVP award?

Kareem Abdul-Jabbar won the NBA MVP award six times.

What is the significance of Kareem Abdul-Jabbar's
skyhook shot?

The skyhook is considered one of the most unstoppable moves in basketball,
contributing significantly to his scoring success.

How many championships did Kareem Abdul-Jabbar win
during his career?

He won a total of six NBA championships.
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