kennesaw state university physical
therapy

kennesaw state university physical therapy is a prominent program designed to
prepare students for successful careers in physical therapy. The program
emphasizes evidence-based practice, clinical experience, and comprehensive
education to meet the growing demand for skilled physical therapists.
Kennesaw State University offers a Doctor of Physical Therapy (DPT) degree
that combines rigorous academic coursework with hands-on clinical training.
Students benefit from access to modern facilities, experienced faculty, and a
curriculum aligned with the latest industry standards. This article provides
an in-depth exploration of the Kennesaw State University physical therapy
program, including admission requirements, curriculum details, clinical
opportunities, faculty expertise, and career prospects. The following
sections will guide prospective students and interested parties through the
essential components of the program.

e Overview of Kennesaw State University Physical Therapy Program
e Admission Requirements and Application Process

e Curriculum and Coursework

e Clinical Education and Hands-On Experience

e Faculty and Research Opportunities

e Career Qutcomes and Professional Development

Overview of Kennesaw State University Physical
Therapy Program

The Kennesaw State University physical therapy program focuses on delivering
a comprehensive Doctor of Physical Therapy (DPT) degree that prepares
students for licensure and clinical practice. The program integrates
foundational sciences, clinical sciences, and professional development to
create a well-rounded educational experience. It is accredited by the
Commission on Accreditation in Physical Therapy Education (CAPTE), ensuring
that the curriculum meets national standards for quality and effectiveness.
Students graduate with the knowledge, skills, and ethical grounding necessary
to provide high-quality physical therapy services in various healthcare
settings.



Program Mission and Goals

The mission of the Kennesaw State University physical therapy program is to
educate competent, compassionate, and innovative physical therapists who are
committed to lifelong learning and service to their communities. The program
aims to produce graduates who excel in clinical reasoning, evidence-based
practice, and interprofessional collaboration. Emphasis is placed on
fostering leadership and research skills to advance the profession and
improve patient outcomes.

Facilities and Resources

Kennesaw State University provides state-of-the-art facilities for physical
therapy students, including advanced labs with therapeutic exercise
equipment, gait analysis technology, and simulation tools. These resources
allow students to practice clinical techniques in a controlled environment
before engaging with real patients. Additionally, the university offers
access to extensive libraries and online databases to support academic and
research activities.

Admission Requirements and Application Process

Admission into the Kennesaw State University physical therapy program is
competitive and involves multiple criteria to ensure that candidates are
well-prepared for the demands of the Doctor of Physical Therapy curriculum.
Prospective students must meet prerequisite coursework, submit standardized
test scores, and demonstrate relevant experience in healthcare or related
fields.

Prerequisite Coursework

Candidates must complete specific prerequisite courses with a strong academic
record. These typically include:

e Anatomy and Physiology

Biology

Chemistry

Physics

Psychology

e Statistics



These foundational courses ensure that applicants have a solid scientific
background essential for advanced study in physical therapy.

Application Materials

The application process requires submission through the Physical Therapist
Centralized Application Service (PTCAS), including:

e Official transcripts from all post-secondary institutions attended
e GRE (Graduate Record Examination) scores

e Letters of recommendation from academic or professional references
e A personal statement outlining motivation and career goals

e Documentation of observation or volunteer hours in physical therapy
settings

Meeting these requirements is crucial for consideration in the highly
selective admissions process.

Curriculum and Coursework

The Kennesaw State University physical therapy curriculum is designed to
develop clinical competence and critical thinking through a blend of
classroom instruction, laboratory practice, and clinical reasoning exercises.
The program typically spans three years and includes coursework that covers a
broad range of topics essential for physical therapy practice.

Core Coursework

Students engage in comprehensive courses such as:

Biomechanics and Kinesiology

Neuromuscular and Musculoskeletal Rehabilitation

Cardiopulmonary Physical Therapy

Pathophysiology and Pharmacology
e Clinical Neuroscience

e Healthcare Ethics and Professionalism



This curriculum ensures students acquire both theoretical knowledge and
practical skills necessary for effective patient care.

Interprofessional Education

Kennesaw State University emphasizes interprofessional education to prepare
students for collaborative healthcare environments. Physical therapy students
participate in multidisciplinary learning experiences alongside students from
nursing, occupational therapy, and other health professions. This approach
fosters teamwork, communication, and a holistic understanding of patient
care.

Clinical Education and Hands-On Experience

Practical clinical experience is a cornerstone of the Kennesaw State
University physical therapy program, allowing students to apply their
academic knowledge in real-world settings. Clinical rotations provide
exposure to diverse patient populations and treatment modalities under the
supervision of licensed physical therapists.

Clinical Rotation Sites

The program maintains partnerships with a variety of clinical sites,
including:

e Hospitals and rehabilitation centers

e Qutpatient clinics

e Skilled nursing facilities

e Sports medicine and orthopedic practices

e Pediatric and geriatric care facilities

These placements offer students the opportunity to develop hands-on skills
and professional confidence.

Clinical Competencies and Evaluation

Throughout clinical rotations, students are evaluated on their ability to
perform assessments, develop treatment plans, and demonstrate effective
communication with patients and healthcare teams. Regular feedback from
clinical instructors helps students refine their skills and prepare for
licensure examinations.



Faculty and Research Opportunities

The faculty involved in the Kennesaw State University physical therapy
program comprise experienced clinicians, educators, and researchers dedicated
to advancing physical therapy practice and education. Their expertise spans
various specialties, including orthopedics, neurology, pediatrics, and
geriatrics.

Faculty Expertise

Faculty members bring a wealth of clinical and research experience,
contributing to a dynamic learning environment. They actively engage in
scholarly activities, including publishing research, presenting at
conferences, and securing grants. This involvement enriches the curriculum
and provides students with access to cutting-edge knowledge.

Student Research Opportunities

Students interested in research can collaborate with faculty on projects that
explore innovative treatment techniques, rehabilitation outcomes, and
healthcare delivery models. These opportunities foster critical thinking and
contribute to evidence-based practice in physical therapy.

Career Outcomes and Professional Development

Graduates of the Kennesaw State University physical therapy program are well-
equipped to enter the workforce as licensed physical therapists across a
variety of healthcare settings. The program’s comprehensive training supports
strong employment prospects and professional growth.

Licensure Preparation

The curriculum aligns with the requirements for the National Physical Therapy
Examination (NPTE), ensuring graduates are prepared to achieve licensure
promptly. The program provides resources such as review sessions and practice
exams to support student success.

Employment Opportunities

Alumni find employment in diverse environments, including:

e Acute care hospitals

e Qutpatient rehabilitation clinics



e Home health agencies
e Sports and fitness centers

e Academic and research institutions

The program’s strong reputation and clinical partnerships facilitate job
placement and career advancement.

Continuing Education and Professional Growth

Kennesaw State University encourages graduates to engage in lifelong learning
through continuing education, specialty certifications, and advanced degrees.
This commitment to ongoing development enhances clinical expertise and opens
pathways to leadership roles within the field.

Frequently Asked Questions

What physical therapy programs are offered at
Kennesaw State University?

Kennesaw State University offers a Doctor of Physical Therapy (DPT) program
designed to prepare students for professional practice in physical therapy.

Is Kennesaw State University's DPT program
accredited?

Yes, the Doctor of Physical Therapy program at Kennesaw State University is
accredited by the Commission on Accreditation in Physical Therapy Education
(CAPTE) .

What are the admission requirements for the physical
therapy program at Kennesaw State University?

Applicants to Kennesaw State University's DPT program must have a bachelor's
degree, complete prerequisite coursework, submit GRE scores, provide letters
of recommendation, and demonstrate healthcare experience.

Does Kennesaw State University offer clinical
rotation opportunities for physical therapy
students?

Yes, Kennesaw State University provides extensive clinical rotation



opportunities in various healthcare settings to ensure hands-on experience
for physical therapy students.

What career support services are available for
physical therapy students at Kennesaw State
University?

The university offers career counseling, job placement assistance, resume
workshops, and networking events specifically tailored for physical therapy
students.

How long is the Doctor of Physical Therapy program
at Kennesaw State University?

The DPT program at Kennesaw State University typically takes three years to
complete, including coursework and clinical experiences.

Are there research opportunities in physical therapy
at Kennesaw State University?

Yes, students in the physical therapy program have opportunities to engage in
faculty-led research projects related to rehabilitation, biomechanics, and
other areas of physical therapy.

What is the tuition cost for the physical therapy
program at Kennesaw State University?

Tuition varies for in-state and out-of-state students, but prospective
students should check Kennesaw State University's official website for the
most current tuition rates and fees for the DPT program.

Additional Resources

1. Foundations of Physical Therapy at Kennesaw State University

This comprehensive textbook introduces students to the core principles and
practices taught at Kennesaw State University's physical therapy program. It
covers anatomy, physiology, and the foundational manual therapy techniques
essential for effective patient care. The book also includes case studies and
examples relevant to the curriculum, making it an indispensable resource for
students.

2. Advanced Rehabilitation Techniques: A KSU Physical Therapy Perspective
Focusing on cutting-edge rehabilitation methods, this book explores advanced
therapeutic exercises and modalities used by Kennesaw State University’s
physical therapy department. It emphasizes evidence-based practice and
integrates recent research to enhance patient recovery outcomes. Clinicians



and students alike will find practical guidelines and innovative approaches
presented in clear, accessible language.

3. Clinical Practice Guidelines in Physical Therapy: Insights from KSU
Faculty

This text compiles clinical practice guidelines developed and endorsed by
faculty members at Kennesaw State University. It offers detailed protocols
for assessment, diagnosis, and treatment of various musculoskeletal and
neurological conditions. The book serves as a valuable reference for
practitioners aiming to align their treatments with current best practices.

4. Patient-Centered Care in Physical Therapy: Lessons from Kennesaw State
University

Highlighting the importance of holistic and individualized care, this book
explores patient-centered approaches emphasized in KSU’s curriculum. It
discusses communication strategies, motivational interviewing, and culturally
competent care techniques. Students will learn how to foster therapeutic
alliances that improve adherence and outcomes.

5. Biomechanics and Movement Analysis in Physical Therapy: KSU Perspectives
This publication delves into the biomechanics principles taught at Kennesaw
State University, focusing on human movement analysis and its application in
rehabilitation. It includes detailed illustrations and motion capture data to
help readers understand movement dysfunctions. The book is designed to bridge
theory and practice for physical therapy students.

6. Physical Therapy Research Methods: A Guide for Kennesaw State Students
Aimed at developing research literacy, this book guides students through the
design, implementation, and analysis of physical therapy research projects.
It covers qualitative and quantitative methodologies with examples drawn from
KSU’s research initiatives. The text encourages critical thinking and
evidence-based practice among emerging therapists.

7. Neurological Physical Therapy: Approaches Taught at KSU

This book focuses on neurological rehabilitation principles and techniques as
taught in the Kennesaw State University physical therapy program. It covers
stroke, spinal cord injury, Parkinson’s disease, and other neurological
disorders. The text integrates current evidence and clinical expertise to
support effective patient management.

8. Orthopedic Physical Therapy Essentials: KSU Curriculum Highlights

Offering a detailed overview of orthopedic physical therapy, this book aligns
with the KSU program’s emphasis on musculoskeletal assessment and
intervention. It discusses common injuries, manual therapy techniques, and
post-surgical rehabilitation protocols. The book serves as a practical guide
for students preparing for clinical rotations.

9. Ethics and Professionalism in Physical Therapy: A Kennesaw State
University Approach

This book addresses the ethical principles and professional responsibilities
integral to physical therapy practice, as taught at KSU. Topics include



patient confidentiality, informed consent, and interprofessional
collaboration. Through real-world scenarios and reflective exercises, readers
develop a strong ethical foundation for their careers.
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