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The rivalry between Kansas State University (K-State) and the University of Kansas (KU) is one of
the most storied in college football, representing not just a battle for supremacy on the gridiron but
also a clash of cultures, traditions, and regional pride. As two flagship universities in the state of
Kansas, their football programs have seen ups and downs, but the intensity of their rivalry remains a
constant. This article delves into the history of K-State versus KU football, examining key moments,
memorable games, and the evolution of this fierce competition.

Origins of the Rivalry

The roots of the K-State vs. KU football rivalry date back to the late 19th century. Here are some key
points in the historical timeline:

1. First Meeting: The first football game between K-State and KU took place on October 18, 1902,
with KU emerging victorious.

2. Early Years: The rivalry grew steadily as both teams competed against each other annually, laying
the groundwork for what would become a significant rivalry in college football.

3. Formalization: The rivalry was solidified in 1945 when the two schools began competing for the
Governor's Cup, a prize awarded to the winner of their annual matchup.

Significant Games in the Rivalry

Over the years, the K-State and KU football rivalry has produced numerous memorable games that
have left a lasting impact on both programs and their fanbases. Here are some notable contests:

1. The 1980 Matchup

- Date: November 8, 1980

- Location: Memorial Stadium, Lawrence, Kansas

- Significance: This game marked a turning point for K-State as they defeated KU, 21-10, ending a
lengthy losing streak against their rivals. The victory was significant in boosting K-State’s morale
and set the stage for future competitiveness.

2. The 1995 Game: "The Sunflower Showdown"

- Date: November 4, 1995
- Location: Bill Snyder Family Football Stadium, Manhattan, Kansas
- Significance: This game was pivotal as K-State was ranked No. 8 in the nation, and they delivered a



dominant performance against KU, winning 55-7. This victory showcased K-State’s resurgence under
head coach Bill Snyder.

3. The 2007 Game: A Historic Comeback

- Date: November 10, 2007

- Location: Memorial Stadium, Lawrence, Kansas

- Significance: In this exhilarating matchup, K-State staged a remarkable comeback from a 20-point
deficit to win 39-20. This game is often remembered for its dramatic twists and the ability of K-State
to rally in crucial moments.

4. The 2016 Showdown

- Date: November 26, 2016

- Location: Bill Snyder Family Football Stadium, Manhattan, Kansas

- Significance: K-State secured a 45-6 victory over KU, emphasizing their dominance in the rivalry
during this period. The win also showcased the effectiveness of K-State’s offense under coach Bill
Snyder.

Trends and Patterns

The dynamics of the K-State vs. KU football rivalry have shifted over the years, reflecting broader
trends in college football. Here are some observations:

Dominance Periods

- K-State Dominance (1990s - 2000s): Under the leadership of coach Bill Snyder, K-State enjoyed a
period of sustained success, culminating in multiple bowl appearances and top-10 rankings. This era
saw K-State winning the majority of games against KU.

- KU Resurgence (2007 - 2008): Kansas enjoyed a brief period of success, culminating in a 12-1
season in 2007. During this time, they were competitive against K-State, creating tension in the
rivalry.

Recent Developments

In recent years, both programs have faced challenges, including coaching changes and fluctuating
performance levels. The rivalry has continued, though both teams have had to rebuild and redefine
their identities.



Fan Engagement and Cultural Impact

The K-State vs. KU rivalry extends beyond the football field, significantly impacting the cultures of
both universities and their respective communities.

Traditions and Rivalry Week

- Rivalry Week: The week leading up to the K-State vs. KU game is filled with events, celebrations,
and promotional activities aimed at fueling school spirit. Both fanbases engage in friendly banter
and display their colors proudly, creating a vibrant atmosphere.

- Tailgating: Tailgating has become a staple of the game-day experience for both teams. Fans gather
before the game to enjoy food, drinks, and camaraderie, reinforcing community bonds.

Media Coverage and Broadcasts

The rivalry garners significant attention from local and national media, with games often
broadcasted on major networks. Coverage includes:

- Pre-game Analysis: Sports analysts often discuss the implications of the game, highlighting players
to watch and potential outcomes.

- Post-game Recaps: Following the game, analysis includes breakdowns of key plays, player
performances, and implications for the remainder of the season.

The Future of the Rivalry

As college football continues to evolve, the K-State vs. KU rivalry faces new challenges and
opportunities. With potential changes in conference alignments and evolving fan engagement
strategies, both programs are tasked with maintaining the significance of this historic rivalry.

Implications of Conference Realignment

With discussions surrounding conference realignment in college football, both K-State and KU may
find themselves navigating new rivalries and challenges. However, the historical significance of this
matchup suggests that it will remain a priority for both schools, regardless of conference affiliation.

Building for the Future

Both programs are focused on building competitive teams that can engage their fanbases and create
excitement around the rivalry. Investments in facilities, recruitment, and coaching will be crucial as



they seek to reclaim dominance in the rivalry.

Conclusion

The K-State vs. KU football rivalry is a compelling narrative of competition, pride, and tradition that
has stood the test of time. With a rich history filled with memorable games, cultural significance, and
passionate fans, this rivalry continues to be a centerpiece of college football in Kansas. As both
programs look to the future, the hope is that the intensity and spirit of this rivalry will only grow,
ensuring that K-State vs. KU remains a highlight of the college football landscape for years to come.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the historical significance of the K-State vs. KU
football rivalry?

The K-State vs. KU football rivalry, known as the Sunflower Showdown, is significant as it represents
a longstanding competition between two of Kansas's major universities, fostering school spirit and
regional pride.

When was the first football game played between Kansas State
and Kansas?

The first football game between Kansas State University (K-State) and the University of Kansas (KU)
was played in 1902.

Which team has historically won more games in the K-State
vs. KU series?

As of the end of the 2023 season, the University of Kansas leads the series in total wins, but Kansas
State has seen significant success in recent decades.

What are some notable moments in K-State vs. KU football
history?

Notable moments include K-State's upset victory in 1995 that ended KU's 12-game winning streak,
and the dramatic overtime games that have showcased the intensity of the rivalry.

How have recent performances affected the K-State vs. KU
rivalry?

Recent performances have shifted the balance of power, with K-State having a stronger football
program in the last two decades, which has influenced the rivalry's dynamics and fan expectations.



What is the average attendance for K-State vs. KU football
games?

Average attendance for K-State vs. KU football games typically ranges between 40,000 to 60,000
fans, reflecting the rivalry's high interest and community involvement.

How do fans contribute to the atmosphere during K-State vs.
KU football games?

Fans contribute to the atmosphere with spirited chants, themed attire, and tailgating, creating an
electric environment that enhances the rivalry experience.

What role do traditions play in the K-State vs. KU football
rivalry?

Traditions such as the 'K-State Powercat' and Kansas's 'Rock Chalk Jayhawk' rally cry play crucial
roles in enhancing school pride and rivalry excitement.

How has the K-State vs. KU rivalry evolved over the years?

The rivalry has evolved from initial dominance by KU to a more balanced competition, with K-State
emerging as a strong contender, especially since the late 1990s.

What impact do K-State vs. KU football games have on
recruitment for both teams?

K-State vs. KU football games significantly impact recruitment, as strong performances can attract
high school talent and showcase each program's competitiveness on a national stage.
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