killing mr griffin

Killing Mr. Griffin is a gripping young adult novel written by Lois Duncan,
published in 1978. The story delves into the repercussions of a group of high
school students who plot to kidnap their strict English teacher, Mr. Griffin,
leading to unforeseen and tragic consequences. The novel explores themes of
peer pressure, morality, and the fragility of life, making it a compelling
read for both teenagers and adults alike. This article will provide an in-
depth analysis of the characters, themes, and impact of the novel, as well as
its relevance in contemporary discussions surrounding youth behavior and
ethics.

Plot Summary

Killing Mr. Griffin revolves around a group of high school students: Susan,
Mark, David, and a few others who feel oppressed by their strict teacher, Mr.
Griffin. The story begins with the students' frustration over Mr. Griffin's
harsh grading and his no-nonsense attitude towards teaching. Fueled by a
desire for revenge and a need to assert their independence, they devise a
plan to kidnap him.

The Kidnapping Plan

The students' plan to kidnap Mr. Griffin is initially portrayed as a harmless
prank, but it quickly spirals out of control. Key steps in their plan
include:

1. Choosing the Location: The group decides to abduct Mr. Griffin after
school in a secluded area.

2. Preparation: They gather supplies such as rope and masking tape to
restrain him.

3. Execution: The students carry out their plan, believing they will simply
scare Mr. Griffin into being a better teacher.

However, the situation takes a dark turn when Mr. Griffin sustains a heart

attack during the kidnapping. The students are faced with a moral dilemma as
they realize the gravity of their actions.

Main Characters

The novel features several key characters, each contributing to the story's
dynamics and helping convey its themes.

Mr. Griffin



Mr. Griffin is the titular character and the antagonist in the story. He is a
dedicated teacher who is passionate about literature and education. His
strict demeanor and high standards create a divide between him and his
students, leading to their resentment. Throughout the novel, Mr. Griffin
symbolizes authority and the challenges of navigating the student-teacher
relationship.

Susan

Susan is one of the main protagonists and the voice of reason within the
group. Initially, she is hesitant about the kidnapping plan, but she
ultimately gets swept up in the excitement. Her character represents the
internal conflict many teenagers face when it comes to peer pressure and
moral choices.

Mark

Mark is the instigator of the kidnapping plot. He is charismatic and
persuasive, motivating the other students to go along with the plan. As the
story progresses, Mark's character reveals the darker aspects of ambition and
the consequences of manipulation.

David

David is Susan's boyfriend and serves as the moral compass of the group. He
is deeply concerned about the potential consequences of their actions and
becomes increasingly troubled as events unfold. David’s character embodies
the struggle between loyalty to friends and personal ethics.

Themes

Killing Mr. Griffin explores several important themes that resonate with
readers, particularly young adults.

Peer Pressure

One of the most significant themes in the novel is peer pressure. The
students' decision to kidnap Mr. Griffin stems from their desire to fit in
and be accepted by their peers. This theme highlights the challenges that
teenagers face in making their own decisions while being influenced by their
friends.

Morality and Consequences

The novel also delves into the moral implications of the students' actions.
The initial plan, which seems harmless, leads to devastating consequences.
This theme prompts readers to consider the importance of personal
responsibility and the potential fallout of seemingly innocent decisions.



Authority and Rebellion

Mr. Griffin represents authority, and the students' rebellion against him
raises questions about the nature of power in educational settings. The
dynamics between students and teachers are explored as the characters
navigate their frustrations and struggles for autonomy.

Impact and Reception

Killing Mr. Griffin has left a lasting impact on young adult literature and
continues to be a relevant read for contemporary audiences.

Critical Reception

Upon its release, the novel received a mix of reviews. Critics praised Duncan
for her ability to tackle serious themes in a way that resonates with young
readers. The book's suspenseful narrative and moral complexity have been
highlighted as key strengths.

Legacy in Young Adult Literature

The novel is often included in discussions about essential young adult
literature, particularly in terms of its exploration of ethical dilemmas
faced by adolescents. It has sparked conversations about the consequences of
actions, the role of authority figures in students' lives, and the importance
of making thoughtful choices.

Adaptations

Killing Mr. Griffin has also been adapted into various formats, including a
television movie in 1997. These adaptations have brought the story to new
audiences, further solidifying its place in popular culture.

Contemporary Relevance

In today's society, the themes presented in Killing Mr. Griffin remain
especially pertinent. With the rise of social media and the ever-present
influence of peers, the pressures faced by young people have evolved, but the
core issues of morality and accountability continue to resonate.

Discussions on Bullying and Violence

The novel can be viewed in the context of contemporary discussions about
bullying, violence in schools, and the impact of peer dynamics. As young
adults navigate complex social landscapes, the cautionary tale of Killing Mr.
Griffin serves as a reminder of the potential consequences of their actions.



Moral Education

Educators can use the novel as a springboard for discussions about morality,
ethics, and the implications of decision-making. By analyzing the characters'
choices and the resulting consequences, students can gain valuable insights
into their own lives and the importance of personal responsibility.

Conclusion

Killing Mr. Griffin is more than just a story about a failed kidnapping; it
is a profound exploration of the complexities of youth, morality, and the
consequences of actions. Lois Duncan's compelling narrative and well-
developed characters invite readers to reflect on their own choices and the
impact of peer pressure. As a timeless piece of young adult literature, the
novel continues to resonate with new generations, reinforcing the importance
of ethical decision-making and the consequences of rebellion against
authority. Through its exploration of these critical themes, Killing Mr.
Griffin remains a vital part of the literary canon that speaks to the
challenges faced by adolescents today.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Killing Mr. Griffin'?

The main theme of 'Killing Mr. Griffin' revolves around the consequences of
bullying, the moral dilemmas of taking extreme actions, and the impact of
peer pressure on adolescents.

Who are the main characters in 'Killing Mr.
Griffin'?

The main characters include Susan, the protagonist who struggles with her
conscience; Mr. Griffin, the strict teacher; and a group of students
including Jeff, Dave, and Betsy who become involved in the plot.

How does the plot of 'Killing Mr. Griffin' unfold?

The plot unfolds as a group of students, frustrated with their English
teacher Mr. Griffin, devise a plan to kidnap him, which escalates into a
tragic and unintended murder.

What is the significance of the character Mr.



Griffin?

Mr. Griffin represents authority and the challenges students face in dealing
with strict figures in their lives, serving as a catalyst for the events that
lead to the central conflict of the story.

What moral questions does 'Killing Mr. Griffin'
raise?

The novel raises moral questions about the justification of one's actions,
the nature of guilt, and the consequences of succumbing to peer pressure.

How does the setting influence the events in
'Killing Mr. Griffin'?
The setting, primarily in a high school environment, amplifies the themes of

adolescence, social dynamics, and the pressures students face, which
influence their decision-making throughout the story.

What role does peer pressure play in 'Killing Mr.
Griffin'?
Peer pressure plays a crucial role, as the characters are driven by their

desire to fit in and impress one another, leading them to make disastrous
decisions that they would not have made individually.

How does Susan's character evolve throughout the
story?

Susan's character evolves from a hesitant participant to one who grapples
with deep remorse and guilt, ultimately reflecting on the consequences of her
actions and the impact on her life.

What is the final outcome of the events in 'Killing
Mr. Griffin'?

The final outcome results in tragic consequences, including the death of Mr.
Griffin and the emotional and legal ramifications for the students involved,
highlighting the irreversible impact of their choices.
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