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kelley armstrong the darkest powers is a captivating young adult fantasy series that has enthralled

readers with its blend of supernatural elements, suspense, and compelling characters. Created by

Kelley Armstrong, a renowned author known for her expertise in paranormal fiction, The Darkest

Powers trilogy explores themes of power, identity, and friendship through the eyes of teenagers with

extraordinary abilities. This article delves into the intricate world of The Darkest Powers, providing an

in-depth overview of the series, its characters, plotlines, and the broader impact it has had on the

fantasy genre. Additionally, it examines Kelley Armstrong's unique storytelling style and the reasons

behind the series’ enduring popularity. From examining key plot points to exploring its place within the

young adult fantasy landscape, this comprehensive guide covers all essential aspects of The Darkest

Powers.
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Overview of The Darkest Powers Series

The Darkest Powers is a trilogy of young adult fantasy novels written by Kelley Armstrong, consisting

of "The Summoning," "The Awakening," and "The Reckoning." The series centers around a group of



teenagers with supernatural abilities who find themselves entangled in dangerous circumstances

involving government experiments and dark forces. Set primarily in a contemporary setting, the novels

blend real-world issues with paranormal elements, creating a gripping narrative that appeals to both

young adult and adult readers. The series is known for its fast-paced storytelling, intricate world-

building, and the emotional depth of its characters.

Series Composition and Publication

The trilogy was first published between 2008 and 2009, quickly gaining a dedicated readership. Each

book builds upon the previous installment, expanding the mythology and raising the stakes for the

protagonists. The series also inspired a spin-off collection titled "Darkness Rising," which further

explores the supernatural universe created by Armstrong. The books have been praised for their

accessibility to younger readers while maintaining complexity and intensity suitable for mature

audiences.

Main Characters and Their Abilities

The Darkest Powers features a diverse cast of characters, each possessing unique supernatural

abilities that drive the plot and character dynamics. These powers range from necromancy to

telekinesis, making the series a rich tapestry of paranormal phenomena. The characters’ struggles with

their abilities and the consequences of their powers are central themes throughout the trilogy.

Chloe Saunders

Chloe Saunders is the protagonist and a necromancer, capable of communicating with the dead. Her

journey of self-discovery and survival forms the heart of the series. Chloe's character is well-

developed, portraying the challenges of balancing normal adolescent life with extraordinary powers.



Supporting Characters

Other key characters include:

Simon Bae, a pyrokinetic who can control fire.

Derek Souza, a sorcerer with telekinetic abilities.

Liz Delaney, a witch and close ally to Chloe.

Cam, a shape-shifter with a complex background.

Each character contributes uniquely to the story, their abilities and personalities adding depth and

intrigue to the narrative.

Plot Summary and Themes

The Darkest Powers trilogy revolves around the discovery and control of supernatural abilities in a

secret government facility where teens are held for experimentation. The story follows Chloe and her

friends as they attempt to escape captivity and uncover the truth behind their powers and the sinister

forces at play. Themes of trust, betrayal, and identity are explored as the characters navigate

friendships, romantic tensions, and the moral implications of their powers.

Key Plot Developments

Throughout the series, the protagonists face numerous challenges, including:

Uncovering the purpose behind the government’s experiments.1.

Escaping from the oppressive control of the facility.2.



Learning to wield and understand their supernatural powers.3.

Confronting dark forces that threaten their lives and the world.4.

The interplay between supernatural intrigue and adolescent drama creates a compelling narrative that

keeps readers engaged until the final page.

Thematic Elements

Beyond the supernatural, The Darkest Powers addresses important themes such as:

Coming of age and self-acceptance.

The ethical dilemmas of power and control.

Friendship and loyalty in the face of adversity.

The struggle for freedom and autonomy.

These themes contribute to the series’ resonance with its target audience and elevate it above typical

genre fare.

Kelley Armstrong’s Writing Style and Influence

Kelley Armstrong is celebrated for her ability to blend paranormal elements with relatable character

development and suspenseful plots. Her writing style in The Darkest Powers is characterized by

immersive world-building, vivid descriptions, and strong dialogue. Armstrong’s experience as a

bestselling author of adult paranormal fiction informs her nuanced approach to young adult storytelling.



Character-Driven Narrative

The series places significant emphasis on character psychology and relationships. Armstrong crafts

protagonists who are flawed yet resilient, allowing readers to connect emotionally with their journeys.

This approach enhances the stakes of the story and provides depth to the supernatural conflicts.

Impact on the Paranormal Young Adult Genre

The Darkest Powers contributed to the popularity of paranormal young adult fiction during the late

2000s and early 2010s. Its success helped pave the way for more complex portrayals of supernatural

characters in YA literature. Armstrong’s work is often noted for avoiding clichés and providing more

realistic depictions of adolescent struggles within a fantasy framework.

Reception and Impact on Young Adult Fantasy

The Darkest Powers series has been well-received by critics and readers alike, earning praise for its

originality, pacing, and character complexity. It has garnered a loyal fan base and remains a

recommended read for fans of supernatural and fantasy genres. The series’ blend of mystery,

suspense, and fantasy elements has influenced subsequent works in the young adult category.

Critical Acclaim

Reviewers have highlighted the series’ ability to maintain tension and deliver surprises without

sacrificing character development. Its mature themes and engaging plotlines distinguish it from many

contemporaries in the genre. The books have been included in various reading lists and received

positive ratings on literary platforms.



Legacy and Continued Popularity

Years after its initial release, Kelley Armstrong’s The Darkest Powers continues to attract new readers

through digital formats and reprints. The series’ exploration of identity and supernatural powers

resonates with evolving audiences, ensuring its place as a significant contribution to young adult

fantasy literature.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The Darkest Powers' series by Kelley Armstrong about?

'The Darkest Powers' series by Kelley Armstrong is a young adult urban fantasy series that follows

Chloe Saunders, a teenage girl with supernatural abilities who is sent to a mysterious group home

where she discovers others like her and uncovers dark secrets.

Who is the main protagonist in 'The Darkest Powers' series?

The main protagonist of 'The Darkest Powers' series is Chloe Saunders, a teenage girl with

necromantic abilities.

How many books are there in Kelley Armstrong's 'The Darkest Powers'

series?

There are three main books in 'The Darkest Powers' trilogy: 'The Summoning,' 'The Awakening,' and

'The Reckoning.'

Are there any spin-offs or related series to 'The Darkest Powers' by

Kelley Armstrong?

Yes, Kelley Armstrong has a spin-off series called 'Darkness Rising' which is set in the same universe

and features some overlapping characters and themes.



What supernatural abilities are featured in 'The Darkest Powers'

series?

The series features various supernatural abilities including necromancy, telekinesis, pyrokinesis, and

shape-shifting among others.

Is 'The Darkest Powers' suitable for young adult readers?

Yes, 'The Darkest Powers' series is targeted towards young adult readers and blends elements of

fantasy, mystery, and thriller.

Has 'The Darkest Powers' series by Kelley Armstrong been adapted

into any other media?

As of now, 'The Darkest Powers' series has not been officially adapted into movies or television,

though it remains popular among fans.

What themes are explored in Kelley Armstrong's 'The Darkest

Powers'?

The series explores themes such as identity, friendship, trust, power, and the struggle between good

and evil.

Where can I buy or read Kelley Armstrong's 'The Darkest Powers'

series?

The books are available for purchase at major bookstores, online retailers such as Amazon, and can

also be found in libraries and as eBooks and audiobooks on various platforms.



Additional Resources

1. The Summoning

The first book in Kelley Armstrong's Darkest Powers series introduces Chloe Saunders, a teenager

who discovers she has supernatural abilities after being committed to a group home for troubled teens.

As Chloe navigates her new reality, she uncovers dark secrets about herself and the mysterious

organization controlling the supernaturals. The story blends suspense, paranormal intrigue, and the

struggles of adolescence.

2. The Awakening

In the sequel to The Summoning, Chloe continues to explore her powers and the dangerous world of

supernaturals. She forms alliances with other gifted teens while trying to evade those who seek to

exploit or destroy them. The Awakening deepens the mystery and heightens the tension as Chloe's

abilities grow stronger.

3. The Reckoning

The final book in the Darkest Powers trilogy brings Chloe’s journey to a thrilling climax. Facing

betrayal, threats, and her own inner demons, Chloe must make difficult choices to protect herself and

her friends. The Reckoning delivers intense action and emotional resolution to the series.

4. The Darkness Rising

This series is a spin-off set in the same universe as the Darkest Powers, following new characters who

also possess supernatural abilities. The Darkness Rising focuses on Maya and her friends as they

uncover dark conspiracies and struggle to control their powers. It expands the world Kelley Armstrong

created while maintaining the original’s suspenseful tone.

5. The Gathering

The first book in The Darkness Rising trilogy introduces Maya, a girl who has been on the run due to

her supernatural gifts. When she and other teens are brought together at a mysterious facility, they

must band together to survive and understand the true nature of their powers. The Gathering

combines mystery, friendship, and supernatural thrills.



6. The Calling

Continuing Maya’s story, The Calling delves deeper into the origins of the supernaturals and the

organizations hunting them. Maya and her friends confront new dangers and uncover secrets that

challenge their understanding of good and evil. The fast-paced plot and character development keep

readers engaged.

7. The Rising

The final installment of The Darkness Rising trilogy culminates in a battle for freedom and identity.

Maya and her allies face off against powerful enemies in a fight that will determine the future of all

supernaturals. The Rising delivers an emotional and action-packed conclusion to the series.

8. No Humans Involved

A novella set in the Darkest Powers universe, this story provides additional insight into the

supernatural world and characters fans have come to love. It explores darker themes and fills in gaps

between the main novels, enriching the overall narrative. No Humans Involved is a must-read for

dedicated fans.

9. Frostbitten

Part of the Women of the Otherworld series by Kelley Armstrong, Frostbitten features supernatural

elements and complex characters similar to those in the Darkest Powers. The story follows Elena

Michaels, the world’s only female werewolf, as she uncovers a deadly plot. While not directly

connected, the tone and themes will appeal to Darkest Powers fans.
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